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ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


DISPUTE HALTS AMOCO OPERATIONS; GOVERNMENT HELPS SETTLEMENT 
Sympathy Walkout 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 24 Mar 82 p 7 


[Text] SAN FERNANDO--Retrenchment of 14 workers by a contractor engaged to 
service Amoco Oil Company off the East Coast last Friday escalated yesterday. 
The entire Amoco operations were reported to have come to a standstill. 


An cfficial of the Oilfields Workers' Trade Union (OWTU) said yesterday that 
the retrenchment stemmed from a call by the Recognition and Certification 
Board to the OWTU to "justify" a claim for recognition as the bargaining 
agent for the workers engaged by Haniff Mohammed, contractors. 


The official stated that the wmion's application for recognition was sent to 
the board in January, 1981, but a response was only received on March 12, 
1982, asking the union to meet the board to justify its claim. A similar let~ 
ter was despatched to the contractors. 


"Within five days, on March 17, the contractor retrenched 14 of his workers ," 
said the union spokesman. 


Other workers became "highly incensed" and they downed tools. 


By Monday, the spokesman said, all the workers employed by Amoco had taken 
similar action. 


Amoco workers were, like those employed by contracting firms, not yet union- 
ised and they felt that their position was "equally suspect" with the company 
seeking to employ a policy of "cut labour to meet the economic recession,” 
the union official stated. 


It was reported that several hundred of workers were involved because Amoco 
had undertaken to carry out the vast majority of their services through con- 
tractors and the union, the spokesman said, was of the opinion that such a 
large body of workers could be unduly exploited in such circumstances and 
without effective union representation. 


Officials of Amoco could not be contacted for comment. 














Terms of Settlement 
Port~of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 25 Mar 82 pl 


[Text] The dispute involving contractor's employees at Amoco has been set- 
tled with the intervention of Labour Minister, Mr. Errol Mahabir. 


After meeting separately with the parties over the past couple days, it was 
announced yesterday that the contractor--Haniff Mohammed, decided to grant 
informal recognition of the Oilfields Workers Trade Union (OWTU) on behalf of 
the workers, pending a decision, expected today by the Recognition Board on 
the OWTU's claim for recognition. 


As a result of agreement being reached the workers yesterday called off their 
demonstrations, and the situation at Amoco, a Ministry official assured yes- 
terday, would be back to normal within 24 hours. 


Meanwhile, Amoco yesterday denied it was trying to prevent the OWTU from of- 
ficially representing workers employed by its small contractors. 


Protest demonstrations by the contractor's workers peaked on Tuesday when the 
oil rigs operating off Trinidad's east coast were shutdown because workers 
were supporting the call--backed by the OWTU--for improved working conditions 
and early action by the Registration, Recognition and Certification Board. 


Since January, 1981 the OWTU has been seeking recognition of the workers em- 
ployed by the contractors. 


But so far the union has not been successful in its bid. However, at the 
weekend Mr Mahabir intervened in the dispute. He held talks with OWTU, Amoco 
and the contractor. 


Hanif Mohammed, it is understood, intends to improve working conditions, and 
it is expected that today the RRCB will hand down a decision on the OWTU's 
claim. 


CSO: 3025/223 




















ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


OIL, ECONOMIC, POLITICAL PROBLEMS ANALYZED 
Caracas BOHEMIA in Spanish 8-14 Mar 82 pp 6-9 


_Text | It could have happened at any time, and it did: the dron in demand on 
the world market led to a reduction in prices and in oil production. Vene- 
zuela has felt the impact of this drop, and now a total of approximately 5 
billion bolivars in cuts are being studied for the 1982 national budget. In 
this way, the other problems that piagued the administration of Luis Herrera 
Campins are joined by the contraction of the petroleum business. For several 
months, long before the end of 1981, experts had predicted the possibility 
that has become reality today. Saudi Arabia, the largest producer in the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, had created an artificial 
over-supply, arguing that the supposedly exessive prices charged for a 
barrel of crude oil were jeopardizing petroleum's situation on the energy 
market. 


Not the End of the World 


The assertion that oil is Venezuela's umbilical cord is commonplace. However, 
what is not common, and is even unusual, is that those who govern and admin- 
ister Venezuela's wealth have not taken a continuous and coherent action to 
reduce this dependence on a single export sector, one which is non-renewable. 


The prevailing-trend on the oil market was not only foreseen back in 1981, 
but was in full swing toward the end of that year. The prices set by OPEC 
since 1973 have stimulated conservation policies and programs to replace 
petroleum in the industrialized countries of the North. In addition, there 
was the high production and parallel reduction in oil prices promoted by 
saudi Arabia. Both of these simple factors made it inevitable that there 
would be a drop in oil prices around the world. 


However, the so-called "energy crisis" has not disappeared from the face of 
the earth. The glut on the market is artificial. Experts in economics say 
that it has still not been determined whether the deceleration of oil 
consumption in industrialized nations is attributable more to the recession 
than to efforts aimed at conservation and the substitution of hydrocarbons. 
These experts feel that any reactivation of the U.S. economy and that of 
other developed nations could wipe out in one blow all the advances made to 
curb oil consumption that have made the leaders of the so-called North so 











euphoric. Nor can we forget that, despite the technical improvements 
achieved by the automotive industry during the 70's, the level of gasoline 
consumption (the key to the developmernci model that led to the crisis) contin- 
ues to be a hard nut to crack. On the other hand, observers also predict a 
new crisis around 1990 as a result of the freeze on the use of nuclear 
plants to generate energy in the United States and many European nations. 


Know How to Predict 


OPEC has failed to devise a loug-term pricing strategy. Even so, there are 
indications that the erosion of demand on the world petroleum market will 
end shortly. At the end of 1981, the third seminar on energy was held at the 
University of Oxford. There, the managing director of the General Petroleum 
Corporation of Qatar (a member of OPEC), Ali M. Jaidah, stated that the 
current situation could be a repetition of the cycle that took place between 
1973 and 1975. Jaidah explained that the "crises of 1973-74 and 1979-80 had 
two stages: an interruption of demand followed by an increase in demand, 
completely attributable to a desperate frenzy to store petroleum. But," 
added the spokesman for Qatar, "the levels of storage cannot be raised 
forever. Sooner or later the process will have to end, and demand for oil 
will begin to decline for the simple reason that the storage capacity will 
be reduced to zero. This fall in demand, which is usually caused by lower 
cousumption sparked by higher prices, leads to a glut, a saturation of the 
market. This saturation allows transnational corporations more purchasing 
leeway. They begin to fight against the producers who set high prices, and 
they use the cushion of the oil they have stored as a weapon in the price 
war. Finally, the glut leads the industry to expect a drop in the real price 
of oil, and that expectation of lower prices, in turn, leads to a greater 
reduction in the levels of stored petroleum. All of this happened in 
1974-75, and today we are witnessing the same phenomenon." 


Jaidah reached the conclusion that "the transnational companies cannot main- 
tain their current position for very long." 


In other words, the excess supply of petroleum will dry up soon. Therefore, 
Venezuela and OPEC should anticipate the upcoming "energy crisis" with stra- 
tegic measures, because those familiar with the market claim it is inevitable. 


The Importance of the Uninportant 


[he administrators of the Venezuelan "res publica'’ seem always to have a 
myopic vision of reality until, as is happening today, they are rudely awak- 
ened by the cock crow . . . although we all know that every day must have 
its dawning. Government officials and political parties become immersed in 
the daily internal and external skirmishes, and forget to oversee such vital 
activities as the nation's economy, in this case, the real raw material of 
Venezuela: oil. This is why, from the political standpoint, the assertion 
that "there was no objective reason" to foresee what "has been happening" on 
the oil market is subject to doubt. For example, Deputy Arturo Hernandez 
Grisanti of the Democratic Action Party, recalled that his political organiza- 
tion censured the 1982 draft budget as unrealistic, and decided at the time 

















Ciat the government party and its circumstancial allies could pass that 
nudget by themselves. Hernandez Grisanti adds that the fall in oil prices 
should not surprise the government. The AD deputy also states that the 
budget should be cut by more than 10 billion bolivars, perhaps 16 billion. 
cerman Lairet, deputy for the Movement for Socialism, feels that the 
ministers of finance and energy and mines, Luis Ugueto and Humberto Calderon 
Berti, respectively, should undergo a sincere self-critique and recognize 
that they were wrong in their calculations of the country's revenues from 
oil exports. Siuberto Martinez, a deputy for the People's Electoral Movement, 
Claims that a major fiscal reform should be enacted, including a radical 
modification of the income tax law and the rationalization of the national 
economy. Romulo Henriquez, deputy for the New Alternative, accuses Finance 
Minister Ugueto of perpetuating a "golden legend" by asserting that the 
erosion of oil revenues will not affect the balance of payments or internal 
revenues, because in 1981 the deficit of that balance was 10 billion bolivars. 


All the politicians, economists and oil experts say that the government 
lacked foresight. Deputy Hernandez Grisanti, who was guoted above, insists 
that "the present situation was certainly predictable enough to enable a 
more realistic estimate of revenues," despite the claims of President 
Herrera and his ministers. 


Ofticial Numbers 


Basically, Minister of Energy and Mines Humberto Calderon Berti reported to 
the Finance Committee of the Chamber of Deputies of the National Congress on 
2/25/82 that revenues from oil sales would drop by about i0 billion bolivars 
during this year. He indicated that this reduction (whose calculation was 
not yet final) would be absorbed by both the Treasury and Petroleos de 
Venezuela S.A. (PEDEVESA). The finance minister, for his part, stated that 
the Treasury will lose about 5 billion bolivars, which will not damage 
public investment or the principal programs slated for implementation, 
because a similar amount of money will be cut, especially from the operating 
costs of public administration. Ugueto recalled that the government had 
already decided to impose administrative discipline, because the 1982 budget 
contained a 9 billion bolivar reduction in current spending, in addition to 
the 5 billion the Treasury will not be taking in. In sum, Ugueto reported 
that oil export income will total 56.5 billion bolivars in 1982, instead of 
the 61 billion that had been predicted. 


However, the finance minister said, in a statement to which many numbers 
must be added, that the country's foreign accounts wiil not suffer the 
effects of this drop in fiscal revenues, but on the contrary will have a 


Surplus. 


The truth is that the minimum daily production of petroleum that PEDEVESA 
Should maintain in 1982 is 2,218,000 barrels, with daily exports of 1,790,000 
barrels. The sale prices predicted for 1982 were US $30.41, with export 
prices at US $38.71 per barrel. But production, exports and prices have all 
dropped by a considerable, but not alarming, amount. 














Political Cost 


The administration of Luis Herrera Campins f.oces decisions as important as, 
if not more than, those it adopted at the beginning of its term. A sea of 
ominous voices prophesies, with obvious exaggeration, that the country is on 
the edge of an institutional precipice. They even call "catastrophic" what 
has happened with the oil market and prices of crude and its by-products. On 
the other hand, optimistic and even surprising statements such as that of 
Jose Vargas, president of the Confederation of Venezuelan Workers (CTV), 
indicate that we should not fall victims to fatalism. Vargas feels that oil 
production should be cut back until better times come along. 


The president of the CTV notes that if a budget of more than 100 billion 
bolivars is cut by only 10 billion, "I don't see a crisis anywhere." He 
adds, "This is not the beginning of the end, it is the end of the beginning." 


Another potential decision by President Herrera, in addition to possible tax 
reform, is an increase in gasoline prices. The president of the National 
Federation of Gasoline Service Stations (FENEGAS), Jose Gomez Denche, stated 
that a gasoline price hike is the best and fairest way to recoup the losses 
suffered by the national budget due to the decline in oil revenues. The 
price of gasoline in Venezuela is perhaps the lowest in the world. The 
companies that manufacture it subsidize the price, at a high cost. Due to 
inadequate refinery patterns in the country, domestic gasoline production is 
insufficient to meet demand, and that fuel is imported from Trinidad-Tobago 
in large quantities (180,000 barrels). 


The retinmery patterns, moreover, have tied Venezuela to the production of 
residual fuels (fuel oil), whose prices are low on the international market 
ind have represented losses for the country for some time. Approximately 
355,000 barrels of light crude are converted each day, according to the 
Office of Coordination and Planning (CORDIPLAN), into gasoline and cheap 
residues. Another 320,000 barrels of crude are "degraded" in refining each 
day, in the words of oil expert Leonardo Montiel Ortega. He estimates that 
the 60 percent of daily crude production that is converted into gasoline and 
residual fuels would generate between $4 and $5 more in revenues if it were 
sold unrefined on the international market. The additional income would 
amount to 12 billion bolivars. 


Spokesmen for the opposition, starting with Democratic: Action, claim that 
the 1982 budget should be revised in a much more profound and comprehensive 


way than proposed by Ministers Ugueto d Calderon Berti before the members 
of the Finance Committee of the Chamber of Deputies. Jose Vicente Rangel, a 
leftist presidential pre-candidate, maintains that a new order of priorities 


must inevitably be established in current spending, as well as social 
spending and investment. 


lt Herrera Campins decides to tighten his belt, he would have to study the 
-ituation carefully to collect funds for the financing of the food bonus, a 


project which has now become a veritable torment for his administration. "It 
was an unfortunate initiative,'' acknowledges a Social Christian leader 








associated with Rafael Caldera. Fiscal and tax reform to wipe out the oil 
deficit would also have incalculable political costs. Although Jose Vargas 
says that the priva.e sector of the economy contributes only 12 percent of 
fiscal revenues, no taxpayer, rich or poor, would agree to tax increases now 
to make up for our leaders' lack of foresight, just when the economy is 
showing signs of moving into a recession. 


The increase in the price of gasoline is more explosive than the fuel 
itself. No Venezuelan leader has ever taken this measure for fear of being 
burned beyond repair. In a country where the automobile population has grown 
out of proportion, and there are so many more or less legitimate interests in- 
volved in this sector, raising the price of gasoline means provoking an ex- 
plosion in the cost of living several times greater than that caused by the 
famous "economic rationalization" measure of 1979. 


Another option open to President Herrera, although no less costly from the 
political point of view, would be to lower oil prices in order to maintain 
an adequate pace of production and exportation. But this runs the risk that 
Venezuela, promoter and founder of OPEC, might end up causing the beginning 
of the death of that organization. In fact, the reductions already made in 
the prices of residual fuels have affected the levels of Venezuelan crudes. 


Various social expenditures and investments could be seriously affected by 
the petroleum reduction. Education, social assistance and reproductive invest- 
ment programs, such as the hydrocarbon industry itself in the Orinoco Oil 
Belt, would suffer cut-—backs. The oil industry has more than 35 billion boli- 
vars tied up, and they could be the subject of great strife, because members 
of the administration, beginning with CORDIPLAN Minister Ricardo Martinez, 
propose that these funds be used for the reprod:ctive investment programs in 
general. 


Another specter that has raised its ugly head is that of the devaluation of 
the bolivar. President Herrera and his ministers in the economic sphere 
announced that the current crisis will be handled only with fiscal measures; 
that is, through budget cuts. But a devaluation is totally inadmissible for 
the government, because it would raise the cost of living intolerably, impor- 
ted necessities would become more expensive, the servicing of the public 
debt would be burdensome, and finally, more money would flee the country. 
Above all, low-income workers would suffer more if the national currency 
were devalued. 


Short-Term View 


Although it seems incongruous, the blow to the Venezuelan economy by the 
contraction of oil prices has sounded an alarm, perhaps the last one, which 
we should all heed. Maybe in the short term, maybe not, the world economy 
will recover and oil prices will surge upward again. At any rate, the Vene- 
zuelan economy and the entire structure upon which it is based must be 
genuinely reformed. 


Oil, as COPEL Senator and National Congress President Godofredo Gonzalez 
reminds us, does not belong to one administrative or party in particular, 











but to the Venezuelan people. And this crisis "should serve as a lesson to 
Venezuelans, because petroleum resources have been squandered in this coun- 
try, especially since prices tripled in 1974."' As Godofredo Gonzalez himself 
admits, spending must be reduced, and this task cannot be undertaken by a 
Single administration or party. But it is a difficult job. Which expenses 
should be reduced and eliminated, and which not? 


Anyway, we should not think, much less say, happily, that democracy is lost, 
or that there is a total absence of leaders. The country wants democracy 
forever, and it has many valuable leaders. 


Within the desirable competition among political parties and divergent opin- 
ions, there is an awareness of the national interest in this country. If the 
administration has made an error in judgment, there is time to amend it. 
Because that is democracy: a perfectible system. 


8926 
CSO: 3010/1210 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


DETAILS OF DOMINICA-TRINIDAD, TOBAGO TALKS REPORTED 
Charles-Chambers Meeting 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 20 Mar 82 pp l, 3 


[Text] Dominica Government is seeking to mount a trade exhibition in Trinidad 
and Tobago within the next three months, and Miss Eugenia Charles that coun- 
try's Prime Minister, has asked Trinidad and Tobago's Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce to assist in mounting the display to include handicraft items. 


Miss Charles is in Trinidad on an official visit wich began on Thursday even- 
ing and ends today. 


Yesterday, she held talks with Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago Mr 
George Chambers, and Government Ministers at Whitehall and after a Cabinet 
luncheon at the Hilton, she held discussions with the Chamber of Commerce and 
again with Government Ministers during a working dinner last night. 


Miss Charles said, after meeting Mr. Chambers, that her Government was seek- 
ing assistance in agriculture by way of training for extension officers and 
help for development. 


Dominica was also seeking to market some of its products in Trinidad and To- 
bago, she said, but pointed to the difficulties of transportation, not having 
a boat available. 


Later, she suggested to the Chamber that the private sector might be able to 
provide a boat for trade between the countries. 


On the question of the proposals for a Heads of Government meeting, Miss 
Charles hoped that the Summit would be held by mid-year. 


Among the priority topics she felt should be discussed was how Caribbean 
countries were "going to live with each other," and the fact that we have 
different ideologies and how we are going to do it...so we can speak frankly 
and yet leave everybody with their own ideas. 


Another issue that should be discussed she said was the University of the West 
Indies and its role. Non-campus territories like hers, she said, were con- 
cerned with representation. 











Miss Charles said her country got om very well with Grenada: "We both belong 
to the OECS and we talk to each other," but she felt that she had a right to 
say that Grenada should have elections. 


Miss Charles said, too, that she was inviting Dominicans who felt that they 
could make a living in the country to return, but she also pointed out that 
there was about 23 per cent wemployment. 


The Prime Minister welcomed the Caribbean Basin Plan outlined by President 
Ronald Reagan of the United States. She felt that it ws going to be useful. 
The trade aspect particularly would be useful, and it would also encourage in- 
vestment to create jobs in Dominica. 


Food Growers 


On the question of trade between Trinidad and Tobago and Dominica she felt 
that Dominica, as a food-growing nation, could supply food and fruit to Trin- 
idad and the overall Caricom area. 


Dominica could use some of its wood to manufacture prefabircated houses to 
ship to Trinidad and the possibility of a plant for prefabrication could be 
examined. 


Speaking of security in the region, Miss Charles said that she was thinking 
of the possibility of common training, so in case of need a group of the is- 
lands could get together and assist. 


She did not think that any of the islands could have a standing army, and ex 
plained that the measure she was suggesting had to be ad hoc with common 
training, working in unision. 


The idea had not yet been discussed with the other islands, she explained. 


During the discussions at the Chamber, the Chamber team was led by Mr. Osmond 
Hale, President, and there Miss Charles discussed some of the agricultural 
needs of Dominica and its agro-industries. 


She also drew attention to need for assistance for the communication process 
for a daily news paper and radio station. 


Sitting in with Prime Minister Chambers in the talks at Whitehall were Mr. 
Kamaluddin Mohammed, Minister of Agriculture, and Food Production, John Don- 
aldson, Minister of National Security; Mr. Desmond Cartey, Minister of Indus- 
try and Commerce, Senator Dr Basil Ince, Minister of External Affairs; Sena~ 
tor Anthony Jacelon, Minister in the Ministry of Finance; and Senator Wendell 
Mottley, Minister of Housing and Resettlement. 


Miss Charles leaves for home today, but is due to attend service this moming 


at the Church of The Assumption, on Long Circular Road, Maraval. Later this 
morming, she will meet female parliamentarians. 
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Charles Interview 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 21 Mar 82 p 6 
[Interview with Prime Minister of Dominica, Miss Eugenia Charles by John Babb] 


[Text] QUESTION: Can you give me a general overview of the talks you held 
here and what do you think you have got out of it, apart from just goodwill. 


MISS CHARLES: Most of all, we had centred our talks on agriculture. As you 
know, this is our main base. We do require assistance, because you do re- 
member we have had three hundred hurricanes in less than 12 months, and it is 
difficult for us to recover by ourselves. 


Our aid donors have been kind to us but we still require more, especially for 
our bananas, so we talked to Trinidad about supplying spraytex, in particu- 
lar, for a period of two years, which would give us some breathing space. 


We alss spoke about extension officers. We have lost a lot of these people 
from Dominica...from since 1955...people who could have assisted us in re- 
building our agriculture base. 


Then we asked for assistance with the aid of ECIAF (Eastem Caribbean Insti- 
tute of Agriculture and Farming), which we think is an extremely good train- 
ing ground. 


The Trinidad Government mentioned to us that it has a short refresher course 
for farmers. And we are interested in that. We are thinking of copying the 
idea when we retum home. In the meantime, we would try to get farmers to 
come out here, especially the outstanding farmers... using this as an 
incentive. 


We also spoke about the CBI (Caribbean Basin Initiative). Also, about secur- 
ity in the region, and how we can, without having a standing army, give as~ 
sistance to each other when there is a threat of invasion of people from out- 
side of the region. 


Ideas 


None of these things have been settled, but it is a question of paving the 
way for further discussions at the Heads of Government meeting which will 
take place about the middle of the year. 


We spoke about the necessity of having meetings between Heads of Governments, 
not necessarily on a set formal basis of every five years, but in an informal 
way. Perhaps twice a year, where we can exchange ideas and form a common 
ground. 


Perhaps the most important thing of my visit is having met Mr. Chambers, your 
Prime Minister. I think it is very good to know the heads of different gov- 
emment...about knowing them on personal terms, so you feel no restriction 


about calling them when a problem arises, or talking to them about it. 
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QUESTION: Was there some sort of indication that you might receive financial 
assistance? 


MISS CHARLES: NO! We have not asked for financial aid, although the assist- 
ance by inputs into bananas will, be a roundabout way of getting financial 
aid. The inputs we want are in fact obtainable in Trinidad. That is why we 
have kept our request to something which Trinidad has. 


Naturally, there has been no response because these are things which have to 
go before the Caribbean Aid Council, then to Cabinet for decision. I did not 
expect to go back with a response. But I was of the opinion that I was sym- 
pathetically listened to. Nobody told me to shut up, you're talking nonsense. 
And that if they can help, they will help. 


Of course every country has its own restrictions. But I am hopeful I will 

get something out of it. I hope they really saw the difficulties we are hav- 
ing and appreciated the position, and will try to help. It may not be every- 
thing that we have asked for, but I am quite sure we will get some assistance. 


I found it was interesting here because the talks were informal and yet deep. 


There was no set pattem. We were able to talk freely. What I liked about it 
was the informality ... no set speeches, but spending all the time on the 
nitty gritty, and really getting down to working. 


Transport 


I am quite satisfied. But Trinidad has been helpful to us in the past when 
they did not know us so well. Now we are better known I have every reason to 
be more hopeful. 


Another thing, we also spoke about our being able to supply certain foods to 
Trinidad. Some of the food which you require for school meals. This would 
greatly assist the farmers at home. 


QUESTION: But what about the question of transport? 


MISS CHARLES: This is the difficulty, because at the moment I don't know how 
it would be resolved. We discussed this, and something has to be worked out. 
I think the produce would have to be refrigerated because it's about a two- 
and-a-half-day trip. And this is something we on our side cannot resolve, be- 
cause we do not have the capacity. We hope that Trinidad can find the solu- 
tion somewhere. 


Anyway, quite apart from this particular project I think we require more ship 
connections between these islands than we have nw. 


QUESTION: You mentioned bananas as an area recovering from the hurricanes, 
what other needy areas are there? 


MISS CHARLES: Our coconuts, but we have a scheme which the Canadians have 
given us, and it seems to be going well. It is the rehabilitation and 
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replanting of new coconuts, because on that our main agro industry is based. 
We make cooking oil and soap, which is of the best quality. 


QUESTION: Can you tell me something about your recent trip to Paris? 


MISS CHARLES: The World Bank invited me to give an address to the aid donors 
...to talk to them of the problems of small states. AndlI presented a paper 
showing how the smallness of size requires that we must have an export market, 
and the export market depends entirely on the metropolitan countries, sO we 
really become appendages, in a way. Without wanting to be, we are independent 
politically, not independent economically, of the metropolitan countries. 


Also, we should not use GDP (gross domestic products) as criteria to the level 
of aid a country requires, because nearly all GDPs are high ... small popula- 
tion, large land mass. FReally, we are poor. Nobody has to tell me. I know 
we are poor. I could feel it. 


I spoke also on the fact that we require diversification... requiring assist- 
ance from the aid donors to diversify. 


QUESTION: What percentage of Dominica would you say has recovered from the 
hurricane? 


MISS CHARLES: All the banana crops have recovered. Unfortunately, with the 
price going down and the industry not having had the support services... with- 
out income ... for three year ... it means that the industry itself is in 
trouble; not the banana crop, the industry. And therefore we are looking for 
re-financing (not from Trinidad). We have asked the aid donors for the re- 
financing of the debts to spread it so as to make the debt servicing over a 
longer period and therefore making it easier for us. 


And because there was a shortage of money, there was a shortage of inputs. 

And if you don't put the fertiliser at the right time, and you don't spray at 
the right time, you'll find that you get a fall in production. And the situ- 
ation gets worse because you're getting less income to give more service. And 
this is what we've been going through for the last three years. And we've had 
to stand and take stock and see what we are going to do about it. 


THREAT 


I would say also that ab- 
out 90 per cent of the houses 
are back, although some 
may still have temporary 
roofing. Even the Govern- 
ment is beginning its re- 
airs. 

But things like citrus and 
the coconuts, they take a 
long time. 

QUESTION: Apart from 
aaving to face up to hur- 
ricanes, you also have other 
internal problems..... 

MISS CHARLES You 
mean people who like my 
island more than me 


QUESTION: Do you think 
that the threat is still 


there, or has it been 


abated? 

MISS CHARLES: Weil, I 
think since we have the 
leaders things have got 
quiet, I hope. I don’t know 
how much. But we picked up 
the active leaders, even in 
America too. But there 
must have been financiers 
at the back of those lead- 
ers. As to whether the 
temptation might still be 
there to look for an island in 
the sun with all the interna- 
tional connections, with a 
puppet government which 
crooks could run to their 
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advantage, 1s something we 
have to be aware of. In any 
case, we can’t forget it. 

We are aware that it 
could have happened, and it 
might happen. And, as you 
know, our resources for se- 
curity are limited. We can't 
spend all the money we have 
on security; we have to de- 
velop the country. We have 
got to satisfy the needs of 
the people. But we can't 
lose sight of the fact that it 
almost happened. You don't 
want to live with it like a 
nightmare ail your life, but 
you have to de prepared all 
the time. 

The people are conscious 














of this, so they notify us of - 


any strange movements 
they may see, because. as 
we found, they like their is- 
land very much, they don’t 
want it to be taken away 
from them. 

We have a patois song 
which say ‘‘pa qui tae o por 
Domi pud nou’’ — don’t let 
them take Dominica from 
us. This was there before it 
happened, but now it has 
extra meaning. 

UESTION: Since we're 
talking about that. situa- 
tion, what’s your general 
reaction to Grenada? 

MISS CHARLES: Well one 
does not know exactly 
what's happening in Grena- 
da. But one thing I said, and 
I said it loudly... They said 
I'm interfering. But I said 
Grenada must come back to 
the democratic process of 
elections. There’s no point 
telling people,’ oh, just 
three minutes in a voting 
booth once every five years 
:S not democracy."’ I don’t 
say that is enough democra- 
cy, but that is the begin- 
ning of the basis of democ- 
racy. The people must have 
the right to choose. They 
must have a free, unfet- 
tered right to choose. 


NEEDS 


i know that I’m called all 
kinds of yard fowl, hen fowl, 
or mother fowl, but I really 
don't care. I’ve had so many 
names while I was in the 
Opposition that anything 
they call me now certainly 
does not bother me. 

But I feel [ have the right 
to say it, because we belong 
tO organisations together. 
It influences aid donors’ 
thinking about us, and, af- 
ter all, my duty is to my 
country. I'm to make sure 
my country gets all it 
needs. And if you are stand- 
img in the way, I have a 
right to say stop standing 
in my way, and do some- 
thing about it. 

So I'm not interfering in 
their business; I'm loo ing 
after my business when 
say these things. 

After all, we only accept- 
ed the unconventional 
method of change of govern- 
ment in Grenada because 
‘here had been so much 
wrong in the past. But also 
because he promised elec- 
tions in 90 days. I think he 
had a — to keep faith 
with us because we went 
out of our way to say that 


wrong as it may be, we ac- 
cepted it, because we saw 
the reason for it. 

QUESTION: Tell me, how 
did you manage to become 
leader of a political party? 

MISS CHARLES: First of 
all, I was not in politics at 
all until 1968. I was a con- 
cerned citizen who used to 
write letters in the Press. 
You know those people who 
write in the Press criticis- 
ing right, left and centre? 
Weii I was one of them. And 
then the Government de 
cided to pass a law to pre- 
vent criticism of the v- 
ernment. In other words 
they were taking my hobby- 
horse from me, and I was 
not going to have that 
nonesense. 

So without any intention 
of being political, we 
aroused the concern of a lot 
of people, the trade unions 
ro what not. We went 
around the country ex- 
plaining to the people what 
this law meant. We or- 
ganised a march; there was 
a petition signed by 
thousands of people asking 
the Government to. with- 

aw this law. 

—, the leader, Mr. Le 
Blanc, came out and said, 
‘‘we have been put here to 
rule, and rule we will. 


FORCE 


I think that was the time 
the spark ignited inside of 
me. | though then iae only 
thing to do was to get him 
out of ruling. It took us 12 
years to do it. At last we 
succeeded. 

I suppose because I was 
the moving force of this 
that I came out to be the 
leader of the party then. 
And so I continued until 


now. 

QUESTION: Well having 
achieved that position, has 
that in any way heip to 
toughen your ways? 

MISS CHARLES: No! I 
had a tough time in Opposi- 
tion. I don't think because I 
was a woman, but they used 
the expression. But I think 
it was because I was 
troublesome that they 
wanted to get rid of me. We 
were always quarrelling and 
fighting about it. But cer- 
tainly as Prime Minister I 
haven't found any differ- 


ence. , 

QUESTION: Comparing 
the time when you were a 
letter writer in the Press 
to now that you are Prime 
Minister, has the situation 


ary = in any way? 
MISS CHARLES: I think 
so. First of all, it made me 
much more aware of peo- 
ple’s problems. I have al- 
ways been interested in 
things about children; I was 
always involved. I began the 
first day nursery at home. I 
had been friendly with Au- 
drey Jeffers, and was al- 
ways involved too in old peo- 
ple’s homes. 

I also advised the public 
service trade union. So I was 
involved in things and knew 
what was happening, so | 
was concerned about them. 
But when I got into the 
Opposition e more 
aware. I felt then that | 
was a watchdog, and had to 
know what was happening. 

There was this awareness 
that I did not have before. 
But then I became Prime 
Minister I found there was a 
change. I became much 
more tolerant. I have be- 
come more tolerant, I 
think. I realise, you know, 
you just can't change 
things in one day; you must 
accept things that can't be 
done. You know, you go. 
along with the things vou 
can do; you can’t change 
people overnight. 

Even though I know peo- 
ple are not supporting me, 
they come to me, and it’ 
makes no difference. I think 
the thing is you become 
more aware, right from the 
beginning, that you are 
Prime Minister of the whole 
country, not just one sec- 
tion of the country. You are 
concerned about everybody 
in the country. 


PLOT 


You become more toler- 
ant, even if people fight 
against you. You become 
more tolerant, even of sol- 
diers who plot against you. 
Until, of course, they go too 
far and you have to act. 

QUESTION: Now that 
your are Prime Minister, 
the boot is on the other 
foot, and you're probably 
aware of how present let- 
ter-writers in the Press 
feel 

MISS CHARLES: That's 
right. And I note what they 
Say. I think it is very impor- 
tant. You don't always 
change your plans entirely, 
but they do make a differ. 
ence to how you think. vou 
see, because it's another 
person's point. 
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Among the things we 
have tried to do as Govern- 
ment is to go out to the 
people regularly to hear 
their complaints, to hear 
their ints of view. We 
can’t always solve them be- 
cause we have limited re- 
sources, but at least we are 
aware of what they are say- 
ing and we try to go alon 
the way in which it woul 


—— them. 
QUESTION: I’m tempted 
to ask what any man wo 
ask a woman. In earlier 
years, did marriage cross 
your mind? 
MISS CHARLES: No, I 
didn’t want anybody that 
would want me to leave 
home. But I must say, as 
Dag Hammarskjold said in 
his book, that with the sort 
of job I hold it’s worth to be 
unmarried and without a 
family. It gives you much 
more time to devote to 
your work. You're not pulled 
two ways at any time. But I 
would not advise it to 
everybody who go into polit- 
ics. It makes it easier for 
me not having to look after 
a family. 

QUESTION: So what has 
become of your day nurs- 


ery? 

"MISS CHARLES: Oh, 
that is. still going strong. 
I’m hoping to get some as- 
sistance from your s0.Op- 
tomists in Trinidad. I had 
talks with some of them 
here, and there is the possi- 
bility that we may get 
some financial assistance. 
But I want to see exactly 
what requires doing with it. 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


GRENADIANS SUE TRINIDAD ATTORNEY GENERAL IN AIRPORT CASE 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 19 Mar 82 p 3 








(Text ] TWO GRENADIANS, who were detained at Piarco Interna- 
tional Airport on March 18 and 19, last year, and thoroughly 
searched by Immigration officials, have sued the Attorney- 
General of Trinidad and Tobago for damages for assault and false 

* im = + 4 

Desmon rotter = an and Tobago (BWIA) Interna- 
Michael Lorne are seeking a | tonal) p> Ba Coelaeaton 
declaration that on March 18 | than in its capacity as agent 
and 19, last year the Immug- | of LIAT (1974), Ltd., which 
ration officers, being the ser- transported them te Piarco 
vants and/or agents of the — its servants and or agents 
State of Trinidad and Tobago, failed to observe their 
stationed at Piarco, —s statutory duties and respon- 
improperly and in breach o sibilities owed to the visitors 
the statutory requirement | by reason of the provisions of 
and duties under the Immig- | the said Immigration Act and 
ration Act, Chapter 18.01 of ifically failing to treat 
the laws. | em in a humane manner. 

The two foreigners said Trotter and Lore are 
they were refused entry intO | claiming that BWIA Interna- 
Trinidad; they were detained | tional failed to feed them 
at Piarco and stripped of | while they were under the 
their clothing and searched, detention and guard of the 
they were vm gts and un- | servants and/or agents of 
lawfully ordered to leave the the Attorney-General. 
country; they were denied Trotter and Lome are 
the right of appeal against | claiming damages for tres- 
the said deportation orders. pass, assault, ad imprison- 

The men are also seeking a4 | ment and breach of the 
declaration against T ad statutory duties. 

cSO: 3025/224 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


FURTHER TALKS SLATED BETWEEN TRINIDAD, TOBAGO, JAMAICA 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 19 Mar 82 p l 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3025/224 


GOVERNMENTS of Trinidad and Tobago and Jamaica will hold 
further talks at mutually convenient dates, according to a Press 
communique issued by tehall yesterday. ; 

Mr. Hugh Shearer, Jamaica's Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, ended his official visit to Trinidad 
yesterday during which he held talks with Prime Minister George 
Chambers and Government Ministers. 


A Whitehall statement yes- 
terday explained that all the 
meetings were held in an at- 
mosphere of friendship and 
cordiality, and it was en- 
visaged that further talks be- 
tweer the two Governments 
would be scheduled at mutu- 
ally convenient dates. 

iscussions between Mr. 
Shearer and Mr. Chambers 
were mainly on bilateral rela- 
tions and regional and inter- 
national issues. 

Also discussed were prob- 
lems affecting trade and com- 
merce of both countries and 
aviation matters. 

Both sides undertook to 
give urgent attention to re- 
= outstanding prob- 
ems. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARIBBEAN BANANA INDUSTRY FACES MULTITUDE OF PROBLEMS 


London THE CARIBBEAN & WEST INDIES CHRONICLE in English No 1566, Feb/Mar 82 


p 17 


[Text ] 


All CARICOM cash crops are under severe 
economic strain at the moment, bananas being 
no exception. 

Disease is a perennial problem and shows 
no sign of abating. Leaf spot continues to ruin 
acres of banana plantations in Jamaica and the 
Banana Co of Jamaica has spent ja$12m to 
combat it, with only limited success. 

Further south in the Caribbean, moko 
disease is the culprit and Grenada has been 
battling this pest since 1978; the People’s 
Revolutionary Government ( PRG) is currently 
negotiating an aid package from the European 
Development Fund for moko control. 

Unlike some sturdier tree crops, bananas 
have no resistance to the forces of nature and 
in CARICOM that means hurricanes. 

In August, 1980, hurricane Allen paid a 
sudden, and totally unwe ome, visit and left 
the banana industries in Jamaica and the four 
Windward Islands virtuaily in ruins. Jamaica 
saw 95 per cent of the crop in the parishes of St 
Mary, St Thomas and Portland, destroyed 
overnight, only in St James parish were any 
trees left standing. 

The hurricane’s sweep through the Eastern 
Caribbean succeeded in flattening 97 per cent 
ofthe St Lucia banana crop, between 90 and 
95 per cent of that in St Vincent‘and Dominica 
and 40 per cent in Grenada, the luckiest of the 
five. 

The attractive cultivation feature of bananas, 
however, is that, though easily flattened by 
high winds and rain, they revive equally 
quickly, in a matter of months (which was the 
reason why Grenada got into the business at 
all: it needed a quick-acting replacement for 
cocoa and nutmegs destroyed by hurricane 
Janet in 1955). 

Jamaica, partly because of its general 
economic problems, seems to have recovered 
less quickly from Allen but the Windwards 
appear, 15 months later, to be on the mend as 
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far as fruit production is concerned. 
St Lucia has raised its output back up to 
31,000 long tons during the period F ebruary 


__to September, 1981, St Vincent to 23,000 


tons, Dominica to 21,000 tons and Grenada, 
always the smallest producer in the Windwards 
and grappling manfully with the moko threat, 
to 9,000 tons. 


But as if disease and nature were not quite 
enough as far as economic destabilising forces 
go, the CARICOM banana industry is cur- 
rently also faced with a monetary problem. 


The industry has tended to be under- 
capitalised, especially that part of it in the 
hands of peasant farmer, and an EC$20m 
rehabilitation grant from the British Govern- 
ment has gone some way to easing the 
investment pressures. The money has been 
used to subsidise inputs of fertiliser and other 
chemicals and update farming equipment, 
storage facilities and fruit handling techniques. 

But the price the Jamaican and Windwards 
farmer has been receiving for his fruit hardly 
compensates for the effor that has gone into 
capital re-structuring and disease control. 


It would seem hurricane Allen never 
realised what long-term damage it was doing to 
CARICOM bananas because the Central 
American fruit to which British consumers 
became accustomed during the period the 
industry was recuperating, has raised the 
markets expectations of regional banana 
exports. 

Geest Industries Ltd., the sole buying agent 
in Britain for Windwards bananas, has been 
gently chiding the producing associations 
about unsatisfactory fruit quality, which it 
Says does not always compare with that of 
competitive bananas and forces it to cut prices 
to obtain sales. 

Geest has insisted that such quality-main- 
tenance methods as sleeving, deflowering and 











CSO: 


3025/224 


ficid-packing must be instituted if the Wind- 
wards is to regain its premier position in the 
affections of the British housewife. With 
improved quality, there is also the possibility 
of new markets for Windwards fruit, such as 
Italy, where EEC tariff privileges allow 
CARICOM bananas to be sold at a reasonable 


price. 


Of equal monetary concern to the growers in 
Jamaica and the Windwards is the current 
instability in foreign exchange markets which 
reduces the net effect of the sterling price 
received. 

For better or worse, all CARICOM ter- 
ritonies are now tied to the United States dollar 
and once sterling fluctuates against the latter, 
then it does likewise against the various 
CARICOM currencies. 

A de facto revaluation of the Eastern Carib- 
bean and Jamaican dollar against sterling has 
recently been occurring, with the result that 
banana exporters are receiving less in CARI- 
COM currency terms. The fall in such receipts 
has been significant over the last year, so 
significant, in fact, that Agriculture Ministers 
from the four Windward Islands met in St 
Lucia at the end of October to discuss the 
matter. 

Even at the current price of about £328 aton 
has not been yielding the sort of capital return 
in CARICOM dollar terms that growers find 
acceptable. Mr Michael Monchery, recently 
re-elected President of the Windward Islands 
Banana Growers Association ( WINBAN) for 
the 1982/83 term, has described the current 
banana monetary situation as ‘one of uie most 
crucial in the industry’s history.” He explained 
that even though prices in Britain were 
‘relatively good’ at the moment, ‘the fact 
remains that the farmers get little for their 
product when the pound is converted into EC 
doliars.” 

The Agriculture Ministers considered the 
option of devaluation as a means of restoring 
the purchasing power of banana farmers’ 
incomes but rejected it in favour of a broad 
programme of financial assistance within the 
limits of budgetary resources for 1982. 

They agreed to approach the St Lucia-based 
Windward Islands Packaging Co., which 
makes cartons for the banana industry, with a 
view to determining whether the partly Vene- 
zuelan-owned company could reduce its price 
for boxing materials as one short-term financial 
assistance measure.s 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAILFS 


MEXICO TO GUARANTEE $130-MILLION NICARAGUAN LOAN 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 11 Mar 82 pp 1-A, 22-A, 35-A 
[Article by R. Riva Palacio] 


[Text] New York, N. Y., 10 March--Javier Perez de Cuellar, secretary general 
of the United Nations, today stated that the peace plan for Central America 
proposed by Jose Lopez Portillo, president of Mexico, is a laudable endeavor. 
Although he said that he would study it, he avoided becoming involved in the 
problems that affect the region. 


Perez de Cuellar, who met last night with Jorge Castaneda, Mexico's secretary 
of foreign relations, in order to receive firsthand information regarding Lopez 
Portillo's proposals, expressed his desire that the Mexican plan be combined 
with the proposals of the Reagan government. 


The UN secretary general made the above mentioned statements on the basis of 
information made available to him on the peace plan that President Lopez Portillo 
proposed almost 3 weeks ago in Managua. The Mexican mission to this city had 
previously informed him of their talk with the Nicaraguan leader, and last 

night Castaneda provided further details. "It merits consideration," said 

Perez de Cuellar, "It is interesting and is something to work with." 


The Nicaraguan Government told Perez de Cuellar that the United States has 
rejected every attempt at a dialog proposed by Nicaragua. The latter expressed 
its fear that there might be some "contrived" incidents to justify an attack on 
the part of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras against Nicaragua, according to 
diplomatic sources here. 


The Nicaraguan Government's anxiety was expressed here in recent days by Commander 


Jaime Wheelock, minister of Agrarian Reform, to Perez de Cuellar during an inter- 
view at UN headquarters. 
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Mexican Endorsement of Nicaragua 


Within the framework of aid to, and attacks against, Nicaragua, the Mexican 
Government offered its endorsement of the Sandinist government and guaranteed 
the international bank that it would back an application for a $130-million 
loan needed by Nicaragua to improve its balance of payments this year. 


During the past 2 days, Nicaragua again brought up the first report in the 
United Statesy which charged Nicaragua, abetted by the Soviets and Cuba, with 
making warlike preparations, and the CIA plan to support Latin-American comman- 
dos in Honduras--the only ones of that type that exist there are the counter- 
revolutionary pro-Somoza groups--in sabotage actions against the Nicaraguans. 


President Lopez Portillo's peace plan has been brought up again because the 
points that it proposes for che stability of the area and for Nicaragua's rela- 
tions with the United States include a reduction of warlike preparations on the 
part of the first and the dismantling of training camps for pro-Somoza groups 
and a nonaggression pact on the part of the second and of the neighbors of that 
Central American nation. 


Perez de Cuellar met with Secretary Jorge Castaned:, who explained the basic 
aspects of Lopez Portillo's proposal and how the peace plan could be implemented, 
the diplomats said. Those close to the UN secretary general said that Perez 

de Cuellar confined himself to listening to Castaneda, because Perez de Cuellar 
does not have direct information concerning what is occurring in Central America 
or in any other part of the world. 


Perez de Cuellar received the Mexican proposals with interest, added the diplo- 
mats, and characterized them as a laudable and interesting endeavor that must 
be given consideration. 


Since becoming secretary general of the UN, Perez de Cuellar's position has been 
that Central American conflicts must be resolved within their own regional frame- 
work, the Organization of American States and, in an extreme case, through the 
United Nations. 


According to diplomats who were questioned regarding Perez de Cuellar's accept- 
ance of Lopez Portillo's peace plan, the UN secretary general said that perhaps 
those proposals could be combined with the ideas contained in President Reagan's 
proposal for the solution of problems in Central America. 


Two Proposals For El Salvador 
The same diplomats did not say how Perez de Cuellar thinks that the two pro- 


posals can be combined. The Mexican one is eminently political, based on mutual 
concessions on the part of the United States, Cuba, Nicaragua, and the Salvadoran 
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opposition, while that of the United States is basically economic, and excludes 
aid to Cuba, Nicaragua, and Grenada. 


In any case, Mexico has already taken a step forward by endorsing Nicaragua, 

and has offered its guarantee to international banks--in particular to the 
United States--for a loan to the Sandinist government. The Mexican Government's 
guarantee for that loan was made known to bankers by Commander Wheelock, himself. 


Nicaragua applied to the international bank for a loan of $130 million, with 
which it hopes to reduce this year's deficit, estimated to be about $450 million. 
With this loan it hopes to improve its balance of payments. 


With Mexico's endorsement, an international bank syndicate is negotiating 

the participation of U.S. banks in granting that loan. Financial circles have 
stated that the U.S. bank has received a warning from the State Department not 
to grant any aid to Nicaragua, because of U.S. foreign policy. 


Nevertheless, the international bank syndicate, organized by the Intermex 
Consortium, with headquarters in London, has already had talks with some U.S. 
institutions. That consortium includes the Bank of America, the biggest of 
the U.S. banking institutions. Other members of the consortium include the 
Banco Nacional of Mexico, the Deutsche Bank of West Germany, the Union Bank 
of Switzerland, and the Dai-Ichi Kangio Bank of Tokyo. 


8255 
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COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


OPPOSITION FNM NAMES NINE MORE CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 5, 10, 13 Mar 82 
[S Mar 82 pp 1, 12] 


[Text] The Official Opposition Free National Movement has selected three 
more candidates to contest the upcoming general elections bringing to 24 their 
slate so far. 


The latest to be ratified by the FNM are Arthur Foulkes for Blue Hills, Alvy 
Penn for Englerston, and Elliott Lockhart for George Town. 


The FNM still has 18 more candidates to name as tle party now intends to con- 
test all 43 seats. 


Foulkes was unanimously proposed by the branch and a large and strong cross- 
section of the voters in Blue Hills. 


"I am happy and proud once again to be called upon to serve the party and the 
Bahamian people especially in this election when the country so desperately 
needs a change," said Foulkes. 


A journalist, Foulkes, 53, has served at Bahamas Telecommunications, Bahamas 
Airways, and as Minister of Tourism. He was named Man of the Year by Bahamian 
Review. 


Foulkes was a member of two very important and historical delegations, and 
was the draftsman of the petition presented by the PLP to the United Nations 
in 1965. ‘Then, in 1972, Foulkes drafted the Opposition's proposals for the 
1972 Bahamas Independence Constitution held in London. 


In keeping with its commitment to bring Bahamian youth and talent into focus, 
the FNM council retified Penn to oppose House Speaker Sir Clifford Darling in 
Englerston. A resident of Cordeaux Avenue, Penn has lived in Englerston all 

his life, except for periods when he was at college abroad. 


A graduate of Nassau Technical College in engineering science in 1971, Penn 
went on to East Tennessee University where he was graduated with a Bachelor's 


degree in electrical engineering. 


He has a long list of academic, civic, social and athletic accomplishments. 
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"Mr Penn knows Englerston, its people and their problem," an FNM release 
"We feel very strong about his nomination and his work, but most 


importantly the majority of the people of Englerston feel equally as strong 
in their support of him." 


stated. 


Penn is an electrical engineer at Batelco and is also a growing businessman. 
He used to be a popular baseball player, but he is mostly known for his track 
and field skills both in theBahamas and the United States. 


Lockhart, an attomey, “is the overwhelming choice as candidate both by the 
FNM council and the constituency," the party's release said. 


Bom in Ragged Island, he attended the public school there and later Robinsom 


Road High School in New Providence. 


Graduating at the age of 16, Lockhart be- 


gan studying law under Ritchie W Sawyer and was called to the Bahamas Bar in 
August, 1978. 


After a year with the law firm of Christie and Ingraham, Lockhart established 
his own law firm. 


"Mr Lockhart is another one of the young and talented FNM candidates who are 
blending in with the other veteran and experienced candidates that the FNM is 


offering the Bahamian people,” the party said. 


"George Town constituency has 


been very poorly represented over these many years and the good people of 
this district deserve better.” 


[10 Mar 82 p 1] 


[Text] 


THE OFFICIAL Opposition 
Free National Movement has 
selected three more candidates 
to contest the upcoming 
general elections, bringing to 
27 their slate so far. 

The latest to be ratified are: 
Mr Cyril Tynes for Centreville, 
Mr Basil Neymour for 
Mangrove Cay, and Mrs Jamet 
Bastwick for Yamacraw. 

Janet Bostwick is the first: 
woman to be unanimously 
proposed by any party to date. 
A former BDP Senator, Mrs’ 
Bostwick was called to the” 
Bahamas Bar in 1971. She has: 
served as Magistrate, and is! 
presently the President of the. 
Bahamas Bar Association. 
Besides her long. standing 
record as an attomey, Mrs 
Bostwick is outspoken in 
church and civic activities, and 
perhaps best known for her 
support of women’s rights in 
the Bahamas. 

in 1977, Mrs Bostwick 
attracted strong support in 
Pinedale in her election - bid 


against PLP candidate Milo | 
Butler Jr. 

Mrs Bostwick is a member of ° 
Christ the ~ King. Anglican 
Church. She is also an 
executive member of the Girl’s 
Brigade and Girl Guides. Mrs 
Bostwick is married to the 
Parliamentary Leader of the 
FNM in the House. Mr Henry 
Bostwick. The couple has.four - 
children. . 

Mr Basil Neymour, ratified 
for Mangrove Cay, completes 
the Andros slate for the Free. 
National _Movement. A civil | 
engineer, Mr Neymour ‘« a. 
graduate ot Long Island , 


Technological Institute, New 
York. A former candidate in | 


1972 and 1977, he has; 
excellent credentials and ° 
exposure. He is recognised for | 
his skills and accomplishments 
in the field of construction for 
such projects as the East West 
Highway, the main road from 
Stafford Creek to Blanket 
Sound, Andros, and the 
Treasure Cay Airport in Abaco. 


24 


He is currently the’ 
production Manager of Waugh 
Construction and Manager of 
Tele BLtd. | : ‘ 


Mr Neymour, 39, was born 
in Fresh Creek Andros, and is 
married to the former Miss 
Paula Sears, a nursing sister at 
Rand Hospital in Freeport. The 
couple has three children. 


Mr Cyril Tynes, a former 
leader of the opposition, is the 
FNM candfdate for Centreville. 
An accountant by profession, 
Mc Tynes has a long history of - 
business and executive 
managerial experience. He was 
trained by the Royal Air Force 


Training School and. the 
London Institute of 
Bookkeepers. 


A member of the House of 
Assembly from 1972 to 1977 
for Acklins, Crooked Island 
ami Long Cay constituency, he 
is extremely active in civic 
duties. He is presently a 


member of the Board of 














Governors for St Anne's 
School; 2 member of the 
Executive Committee of the 
Bahamas Branch of the Royal 
British Legion; a member of 
the Finance Committee of Si 
Barnabas Anglican Church, and 
a member of the Scottish Rite 
Masonic Lodge. : 


He is married to the former 
Louise Toote, and the couple 


has four children. = 


(13 Mar 82 p 1] 


(Text ] 


CSO: 


FORMER’ principal of 
Government High School, Eris 
Moncur, and two other 
teachers have been ratified to 
rum as candidates for the 
official opposition Free 
National Movement in the 
upcoming general elections. 

Moncur, the nationally- 
known teacher who recently 
resigned as head of GHS, will 
contest the Cat Island seat 
while educators Cedric Parker 


and Jeff Davis will run for the 


newly-created Holy Cross and 
Bimini ‘constituencies 
respectively. 


This announcement brings 


to 30 the number of candidates 
so far announced by the FNM. 

“He (Moncur) is well-known 
and liked by the people of Cat 
Island,’”’ the 


brings to our party experience 
as a Teacher’s Union executive 
and Chairman and founding 
member of- the Teacher’s 
Credit Union.” 

Mr Moncur, an expert in 
computer and_ linear 
programming, is a prominent 
Baptist and member of 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
Dumfries, Cat Island, with a 
long standing record as an 
accomplished educator. 

Most recently the principal 
of GHS, Mr Moncur is a former 
lecturer at the University of 
the West Indies, the University 
of Miami, and the College of St 
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FNM ° 
announcement said. “He also 


Benedict/St John’s University, 
in mathematics. 

As one of the country’s 
foremost mathematicians, Mr 
Moncur holds a Bachelor of. 
Science degree a maths and 
physics from UWI, and 3 
Master of Arts degree in 
Education from the University 
of Miami. 

In addition, he has 


completed post-grad ate 


studies at Florida Internat: -nal . 


University and the UWI. 

Mr Moncur is married to 
Miss Janet McDonald and the 
couple has seven children. 

Mr Parker, a: former FNM 
secretary general erd a 
graduate of the Bahamas 
Teacher’s College, will contest 
the Holy Cross conSt.iuency, 
one of the five that were 
created recently. 

Mr Parker, who 
unsuccessfully contested the 
Cooper’s Town, Abaco, seat in 
1977 for the defunct Bahamian 
Democratic Party, “is a man of 
varied talents.” 

“He plays the guitar and 
sings, composes ballads and 
poems and is a_ keen 
conversationalist,” said the 
FNM announcement. 

Mr Parker has taught at 


Colonel Hill Secondary School 


and was later made 
head-teacher at Rolle Town, 
Exuma, All-Age School. 

Later Mr Parker became 
principal of Abaco Secondary 
School and afterwards served 
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as Senior Master at 
Government High School. 

He holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Economics 
from the University of the 
West Indies and is currently a 
Practising attorney with 
chambers at Kings Court, Bay 
Street. 

He was for several years an 
articled law clerk with 
Bostwick and Bost wick. 

Mr Parker is married to the 
former Josephine Rolle of 
George Town, Exuma, and the 
couple has three sons and a 
baby daughter. 

Mr Davis, the 
candidate for Bimini/Berry 
Islands constituency, was 
described as one of the party’s 
“young, talented and qualified 
candidates.” 

Mr Davis, currently a teacher 
and an active Teacher’s Union 
member, is a popular athlete 

A graduate of Southern 
University with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Education, Mr Davis 
has spent most of the last 12 
years teaching at H O Nash in 
Nassau and Hawksbill High 
School in Grand Bahama. 

Also a graduate of St 
Augustine’s College and the 
Bahamas Teacher’s College, Mr 
Davis is a devoted member of 
Christ The King Anglican 
Church and is married to the 
former Laverne E Turner, a 
Registered Nurse in Grand 
Bahama. The couple has one 
son. 
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BAHAMAS 


FNM RELEASE SAYS PARTY IS COMMITTED TO BAHAMIANIZATION 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 8-.Mar 82 p l 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE FNM. is | totally 
committed to the _ overall 
concept of Bahamianzation 
and will effect a national 
immigration policy designed to 
protect and promote the 
interests of Bahamians in both 
employment and _ investment 
opportunities, a release from 
the Free National Movement 
said today. 

“The FNM recognizes that 
in certain areas, the shortage of 
local capital, skills and 
expertise will militate against 
sound development and growth 


of our country and. will 
therefore ensure that the 
Ministry responsible for 
immigration acts in concert 
with trade unions and 


employers so that there is no 
arbitrary or erratic treatment 
of persons who are needed to 
assist with the overall social 
and economic development of 
the Bahamas,” the release said. 

‘‘An FNM Government will 
publish guidelines so that 
investors and _— expatriate 
workers will have a full 
knowledge of categories of 
workers for which work 
permits will be granted. We will 
be fair to the business people 
who have to employ outside 
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help and also to the outside 
help which we need so that the 
overall result will be more 
employment for Bahamians,” 
the FNM said. 

“‘Bahamians must have first 
right to all forms of legitimate 
employment in their own 
country and should not for any 
reason be excluded from such 
employment once they are 
qualified and willing to work. 
An FNM Government will, 
therefore, immediately arrange 
for the training of Bahamians 
to be croupiers. We believe that 
it is intolerable to have this 
lucrative section of 
employment closed to our 
people in their own country, 
especially at a time of 
unprecedented unemployment. 

“An FNM Government will 
make provisions in _ its 
immigration policy’ to 
encourage the development of 
retirement villages and similar 
ventures which will attract 
persons of wealth to our shores 
for extended periods, thereby 
creating additional 
employment in construction, 
domestic and a_ host of 
ancillary services. Bahamians 
will face no threat from such 
persons since they will not be 
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allowed to work nor to 
participate in politics. The 
FNM_ will encourage such 
persons to contribute to the 
social, educational and 
economic betterment of our 
people. 


“An FINM Government will 
not tamper with the 
fundamental rights enshrined 
in our Constitution and will 
resolve the question of status 
for all those persons whose 
entitlements under the terms 
of the Constitution now seem 
to be in jeopardy,” the release 
said. 


‘An FNM ~~ Government, 
having regard for the sanctity 
of family life, will adopt a 
more compassionate policy 
toward foreign spouses of 
Bahamians and will grant them 
residence status with the right 
to work upon application. 

“The FNM sympathizes with 
those peoples of the world who 
leave their homelands in search 
of a better life but the 
Bahamas cannot absorb these 
people because of our own 
unemployment problem. 





COUNTRY SECTION 


LABOR UNREST SPREADS; BATELCO, PORT, AIRPORT AFFECTED 


Parliament Square March 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 18 Mar 82 pp l, 12 


[Article by Gladstone Thurston] 


[Text] 


OVER) 3,000 © striking 
workers representing a wide 
cross-section of the Baiiamian 
populace briefly blocked off 
Parliament Square today in a 
show of support for the 
reinstatement of fired Batelco 
and Grand Bahama _ airport 
union members. 

But, Prime Minister Lynden 
Pindling, warned of the march 
beforehand, reportedly left his 
office in the Churchill Building 
via Bank Lane which is usually 
a one-way street. 

This morning’s 
confrontation marked the 
second time in less than 18 
months that the island’s main 
thoroughfare, Bay Street, wes 
blocked off to vehicular traffic 
due to industrial unrest. 

During the _ three-week 
teachers strike in January last 
year, teachers sat down on Bay 
Street completely blocking it 
off to traffic. That was the first 
time since the  Pindling 
Administration came to power 
in 1967 that workers took to 
the street in an anti-govern- 
ment demonstration. 

At a mass rally on the 
Eastern Parade - last night 
attended by nearly 5,000 
persons, union and non-union 
workers were askéd to go on a 
one-day strike today to show 
their support for those workers 
at Batelco and the Grand 
Bahama Airport Company who 


were fired. 

The turnout today surprised 
even union members. People 
started gathering at Fort 
Charlotte from early (.is 
morning 2nd were still com.ng 
shortly before noon when ine 
throng, led by the union 
leaders, headed for Bay Street. 

There were Environmental 
Health workers, nurses, 
Customs officers, Immigration 
officers, taxi drivers, aiuport 
workers, construction wor ers, 
communication workers and, 
even some police officers who 


expressed sympathy with the 


workers. 

Conspicuously absent were 
hotel union workers, whose 
leaders David Knowles MP 
(PLP) and Bobby Glinton MP 
(PLP), recently withdrew from 
the Bahamas Trade Union 
Congress — the governing body 
for trade unionism in the 
Bahamas. 

However, Club Med workers 
who are opposed to. the 
leadership of Knowles and 
Glinton, were out today in 
force identifying with the 
cause of the majority of 
workers in the country. 

“It's going to be hard for us 
this time,” <=complained a 
known PLP general-as he saw 
the crowd swell. 

Although police officers 
were on the - scehe,- they 
remained on the edge*of the 
crowd, A'.few  plainclothes 
police officers mingled with 
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the crowd and some _ were 
taking pictures. However, 
except for one minor squabble 
in Parliament Square, there 
were now 2icts of violence. 

“This is just a little taste 
(of what to expect if workers 
demands are not met),”’ said 
Trade Union Congress 
President Arlington Miller. Last 
night he told the cheering 
crowd that he wanted to give 
the powers that be “a 
spanking.” 

Communications and Public 
Officers Union (BCPOU) 


~presidenty*™€harles Bethiel, last 


night told of their meeting 
with Prime Minister Pindling 
yesterday afternoon over the 
dispute at Batelco. 

Today makes eight days 
since 1,100 Bateico union 
members stopped _ work 
throughout the Bahamas. to 
protest the suspension of 51 
overseas operators in Nassau. 
In Grand Bahama 78 operators 
were suspended. 

“The Prime Minister wanted 
us to apprise him of the 
situation,” Bethel said. “We 
did that. I stated the case. I 
said now that he heard our side 
he would hear management's 
side and he will communicate 
with us later. 

“We went to the Prime 
Minister’ this: (yesterday) 
evening. I went in high hopes. 
We figured a man in _ his 
position could so something. I 
thought he would have been in 








a position to say to our 
workers, return to work 
tomorrow. The suspension is 
lifted and there will be no loss 
in pay. ; 

“Tonight (last night) I am 
not able to say that this is the 
case. Nothing has happened.” 

Bethel was adamant that the 
Batelco workers have been 
locked out of the work 
premises by management. 

He called on the union’s 
friends in the BTUC “to 
support us in this struggle for 
survival in order that we may 
be able to continue to feed our 
families. We are appealing to all 
unions in this country to 
support us in a one day 
national strike.” 

“Strike! Strike! 
chanted the people. 

“That is a big step to take in 
this country,” Bethel said. 
“What we would be doing in 


Strike!” 


effect is letting the Government 


Know that they have to stop 
messing around.”’ 

Bahamas Public Services 
Union president Arlington 
Miller, who replaced the Hotel 
Union's David Knowles as 
president of the TUC last year, 
said it was not until this week 
that the BCPOU informed the 
TUC “that they could go no 
longer on their own.”’ 

“Immediately a member 
reports that to the TUC,” 
Miller said, “‘it is time for us to 
take over. From that time on 
the TUC decided that we 
would lead the way. As 
president of the TUC, I want 
to say to you that our brothers 
and sisters in the BCPOU and 
the AAAWU are now 
drowning. It’s time for us to 
save them from drowning. 

“Some people say that the 
public service union is afraid to 
Strike. I am saying that if the 
members of the BPSU truly 
und sincerely consider that I 
am their president, then all 
roads lead to Fort Charlotte 


where your president will be 
waiting.” 

This morning at Fort 
Charlotte, Immigration 
officers, Customs _ officers, 
postal workers and _ other 
segments of the public service 
were given an_ enthusiastic 
round of applause when they 
entered the Fort Charlotte 
grounds dressed in their 
uniforms. 

And, then news came that 
Nassau International Airport 
and the.various docks were 
closed, the crowd became 
{frenzied with excitement. 

“The time has come for us 
to carry ourselves to where the 
power is,” TUC  secretary- 
general A Leonard Archer tola 
the people. “We are going to 
take a leisure walk to Bay 
Street.” 

He urged the workers not to 
resort to any _ disorderly 
behaviour as they were trying 
to prevent violence of any 
kind. He also wanted the police 
to know that the union 
members had nothing against 
them. 

Taking the back way via 
Delancy Street, West Street, 
past Government House, on to 
Shirley Street and through 
Parliament Street, the parade 
was escorted by police officers 
on foot and incars. . 

Enroute to Bay Street, 
workers who did not 
participate in the strike and 
who were on lunch hour, were 
implored by the marchers to 
join the parade. Some did. 
Along Parliament Street, 
former trade union leader Sir 
Randol Fawkes appeared for 
the first time. He was shaking 
hands with the marchers. 

Barricades were already set 
up cordoning off the Rawson 
Square entrance to the 
Churchill Building. Unlike the 
teachers strike when Bay Street 
was deliberately blocked off, 
union leaders today were 
urging the crowds not to block 


Bethel Remarks 


vehicular traffic. It was no use. 
There were so many people, 
they spilled over into the 
streets resulting in_ traffic 
snarls. ; 

On Bay Strect the striking 
workers sang and prayed and 
heard a short address from 
secretary-general: Leonard 
Archer. It was during president 
Miller’s speech when a 
detachment of police officers 
were seen going around the 
Churchill Building. 
Immediately Batelco workers 
recalled how’ they’ were 
forcibly removed from the 
company’s compound-= on 
Friday last by police officials 
and arrested. The detachment 
today, however, were members 
of the police band. They 
remained on the scene briefly 
and left. 

““Spevial thanks to the police 
for escorting us here and for 
blocking off this section of Bay 
Street so that we, the workers, 
can occupy what is ours — the 
seat of power,” Archer told the 
cheering crowd. “What we 
would like to see is the same 
kind of good sense exhibited 
by our Government and the 
managers of this country. We 
are determined to get what is 
rightfully ours, even if we have 
to come back next week or the 
week after that, we will do so. 

“We will not be deterred no 
inatter how many people they 
attempt to fire, no matter how 
many unions they attempt to 
break up. We are here because 
we have a right to be here. This 
is our country.” 

After leaving Parliament 
Square, the workers walked 
back to Fort Charlotte and 
later this evening were to join 
Batelco workers outside the 


P oinciana Drive Batelco 
headquarters. 
Tomorrow all workers 


except those of Batelco were 
told to report back to their 
respective jobs. 
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Officers Union along with the 


LEADERS of the 
management team of Batelco 


Communications and Public 
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were this afternoon holding a 
crunch meeting with Prime 
Minister Pindling in an effort 
to diffuse tomorrow's general 


strike threat. 

But, up to press time, it 
seemed unlikely that the Pime 
Minister was going to persuade 
the striking Batelco workers to 
return to their jobs unless 
suspended workers were first 
reinstated. 

The first meeting with the 
Prime Minister since the 
dispute arose over two weeks 
ago, took place yesterday. All 
the matters were not 
thoroughly debsted as the 
Prime Minister reportedly was 
merely appraised of _ the 
situation. 

Asked whether he 
anticipated any solution to the 
work stoppage which was in its 
seventh day today, BCPOL 
president Charles Bethel said: 
“Let's put it this way, ! don't 
see any reason why something 
should not happen.” 

Mr Bethel and other union 
leaders found it peculiar that 
the Broadcasting Corporation 
in its television news last night 
and its radio news this morning 
made no mention of the Trade 
Union Congress’ threat to call 
its members out on a one-day 
general strike. 

Neither did the Broadcasting 
Corporation make any mention 
of the Bahamas Union of 
Teachers’ press conference at 
which they pledged support for 
the BCPOU and the Airport, 
Airline and Allied Workers 
Union's dispute against the 
Grand Bahama Airport 
Company. 

“ZNS is another thing for 
us,’ Bethel said. ‘We want to 
deal with that differently.” 
The BCPOU represents the 
workers at the Broadcasting 
Corporation. 


Mr Bethel also answered 
allegations of sabotage and 
“acts of vandalism” to Batelco 
property with major damage to 


cable cabinets and . main 
distribution ‘hles in New 
Providence, that had , been put 
out by management. 

Referring to indications that 
the sabotage may be union 
related, Mr Bethel said: “I am 
still saying that I feel that the 
union is in a good position to 
state its case. Management has 
its people sabotaging the cables 
so as to discredit this union.” 

During an emergency 
meeting of the Trade Union 
Congress Tuesday night, both 
the BCPOU and the AAAWU 
put their case before that 
body, which is representative 
of most of the major trade 
unions in the Bahamas. 

“The TUC was in full 
agreement with that,” Mr 
Bethel said. “‘As a result the 
TUC made a decision that it 
will call a mass rally in support 
of the BCPOU and _ the 
AAAWU. The TUC also stated 
that if nothing is settled by th‘s 
evening than all the workers of 
this country, union anc 
nonainion, will be called upor 
to participate in a one-day 
strike.” 

Mr Bethel diso touched on 
the dispute which the AAAWU 
has with the Grand Bahama 
Airport Company, which ‘ias 
already dismissed 30 strik.ng 
union members and has be~un 
to hire workers to replace 
them. 

“We consider the action of 
the Grand Bahama Airport 
Company to dis.aiss 30 
workers as a threat to trade 
unionism in this country,” Mr 
Bethel said. “it’s bad.”” 

The union is yet to hear 
anything from. Works and 
Utilities «Minister. A Loftus 
Roker under whose portfolio 
Batelco falls. Over the weekend 
when 43 unionists were 
arrested during a 
demonstration at Batelco, Mr 
Roker was said to be fishing at 
the Chub Cay resort. 

“We told the Prime Minister 
that the Minister (Roker) 
should resign and Bob Bartlett 
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(general manager at Batelco) 
should be dismissed,” Mr 
Bethel said. “The Minister 
should have been in the picture 
long time. 

“This (Batelco) is an 
essential service and if the 
service is interrupted the 
Minister should come into the 
picture when the Ministry of 
Labour apprehended the 
dispute. He should have been 
heard from that very same 
day.” . 

Moreover, throughout the 
dispute, .Mr Bethel said he 
heard from general manager 
Bartlett only twice. On one 
occasion he reportedly told the 
union that he was the general 
manager and no one was going 
to deny him of the right to 
manage. 

There have been views 
ex pressed by certain 
management personnel that the. 
work stoppage by the BCPOU 
could be illegal. The union 
countered that management 
took an _ illegal course by 
locking out the workers, even 
those who want to work. 

Mr Bethel said he had no 
comment on the illegality of the 
work stopp ee as proposed by 
management. That point he has 
left with.the union’s lawyer, 
Mr Orville Turnquest. 

Striking workers today 
continued their vigil outside 
the Poinciana Drive 
headquarters of Batelco. They 
were very passive. There were 
no placards, no singing, oF 
shouting of union slogans. 
Some workers played 
backgammon, some played 
cards and dominoes’ while 
others talked about the 
dispute. 

The gate to the Poinciana 
Drive compound was chained 
shut with security guards 
allowing hardly anyone in. 
Two senior police officers 
waited inside the guard house. 

Trucks and cars used by the 
workers were parked inside. 
There was very little indication 
that anything at all was going 
on inside. 














TUC Support 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 16 Mar 82 p l 


[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Te xt ] 


THE PRESIDENT of the 
Trade Union Congress today 
called on “all workers in this 
country to stop working” 
Thursday if the industrial 
dispute between the Bahamas 
Telecommunications 
Corporation and its workers 
has not ended by tomorrow 
trig hii. 

‘“‘If nothing happens 
between now and tomorrow 
evening we will call on every 
worker in this country to stop 
working on Thursday,” 
president Arlington Miller told 
several hundred cheering 
workers outside the Batelco 
Exchange on Poinciana Drive 
today. 

“Don’t let’s worry about the 
police .... If one single Batelco 
worker gets hurt, every single 
teacher, every single customs 
officer will get hurt. If they go 
to jail, we go to jail together,” 


said Mr Miller, who is also, 


president of the Bahamas 


Public Service Union. 


Thursday makes the first 
week since 1,100 Batelco 
union members stopped work 
throughout the Bahamas to 
protest the suspension of 5] 
overseas operators in Nassau 
that day. In Grand Bahama, 78 
operators were suspended over 
the weekend. The operators, 
who were on a go-siow at the 
time with the rest of Batelco 
union workers to protest the 
lack of progress in contract 
negotiations, were suspended 
for not answering incoming 
calls. 

“What we are seeing is a 
desperation and madness in 
this country,’ Leonard Archer, 
secretary-general of the TUC 
and president of the Bahamas 
Union of Teachers, told the 
strikers and union workers, 





Mr Archer told workers the 
unions must make a stand now 
“or else you can forget it.” 

“This country has never 
belonged to the politicians and 
this country never will belong 
to the politicians,” he told the 
cheering, hand-clapping crowd. 
“This country belongs to you 
and me ind as long as we stick 
together it will always belong 
to you and me. 

“When they want salary 
increases, what do they do?” 

“Take it,” the Batelco 
workers yelled. 

“Whose money is it?” asked 
Archer. 

“Ours,” the crowd yelled. 

“What are we getting for 
it?’’ he asked. 

‘“‘Nothing!” 

‘““You’re getting your 
backsides kicked,” Archer said. 

“Our Government complains 
about South Africa, but the 
pictures | saw of Friday night 
reminded me of South Africa,” 
Mr Archer said. He _ was 
referring to newspaper 
photographs of Batelco 
workers who were, arrested 
and bodily removed from he 
Batelco Exchange by police 
Friday night. 

“They beat them up, they 
put them in jail. The only thing 
they haven't done yet is kill 
them,” he said. 

Mr Archer told the workers 
not to fear Government 
Miuisters. 

“What do you think Minister 
means?” he asked. 

“Serve,” the crowd yelled 
back. *:- 

“And the Prime Minister?” 
asked Archer. 

“The: chief servant,” came 
the answer. 

Charles Bethel, president of 
the Communications and 
Public Officers Union, which 
represents ° Batelco workers, 
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told his members that he met 
with Batelco management's 
negotiating team this morning, 


but no progress had been 
made. 

Mr Bethel also met with 
Valentine Grimes, Batelco 
Board Chairman and Fort 
Charlotte MP yesterday 


afternoon. He said Mr Grimes 
wanted to know if anything 
could be done to get the 
workers back on the job. 
However, the union is adamant 
that all suspended workers 
must be reinstated before the 
rest of its members go back to 
work. 


‘‘I; was pleased, quite 
naturally, to meet with him to 
try and settle the matter, but 
nothing came of it,”” Mr Bethel 
said. “‘We’re prepared to meet 
at any time to settle this.” 

Mr Bethel asked the workers 
what they wanted to do about 
the situation. 

“Please beg them 
continue sticking 
came the answer. 

“We stick together!’ 

“We've got to.stan¢, stand, 
stand!’ ad 

Mr Bethel called for the 
immediate resignation of 
Loftus Roker, Minister of 
Works, and Robert Bartlett, 
geneial manager of Batelco. 

The crowd ridiculed Mr 
Roker for reportedly going on 
a fishing trip while Batelco is 
embroiled in an_ industrial 
crisis. 

“This is our Minister and we 
can’t even find him. And Mr 
Bartlett is being ruthless,’ Mr 
Bethel said. 

A number of Broadcasting 
Corporation workers, who are 
members of the same union, 
were scheduled to join Batelco 
workers at Poinciana Drive 
today to show their solidarity. 


to let’s 
together,” 


Airport Firings 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 15 Mar 82 p l 
{Article by Gladstone Thurston] 


[Excerpts] Ten more striking employees of the Grand Bahama Airport Company 
were dismissed over the weekend, The Tribune leanred today. 


And, for participating in a protest against the sacking of union vice presi- 
dent Basil Taylor, three workers from Freeport Flight Services were also 
fired. 


That brings the total to 30 Airport Airline and Allied Workers Union members 
who were sacked since they were called off their jobs last Tuesday in protest 
against the laying off and dismissal of several union members. 


"The situation at the Grand Bahama Airport Company is very bad," a source 
close to the dispute said. "The airport company has fired just about 
everyone." 


Air traffic controllers, weathermen and firemen at the Freeport International 
Airport went on strike last Tuesday and, according to Carter, "are determined 
not to go back to work" until several workers who were dismissed, including 
vice president Taylor, are reinstated. 


Economic Impact of Strikes 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 15 Mar 82 p l 
[Article by Marcia Bethell] 


[Excerpts] Thousands of dollars in credit card sales are being lost by stores 
on Bay Street because of the nationwide strike by 1,100 Batelco workers. 


A survey of Bay Street today showed that 95% of their telephones are out of 
order and have been since last week Friday and Saturday. And store owners are 
"extremely upset” because of the amount of money they are losing. 


"We're losing out mainly in credit card sales," said a spokesman at Bernard's, 
"Because when people come in here to make a credit card purchase which is over 
the limited amount we can't call out to get the authorization to approve the 
purchase," said the spokesman who said that she had just lost a $600 sale for 
this reason. 


The store owners are not only worried about the money that they are losing, 
but also how this will effect the economy as a whole. 


Solomon Mines claims that they have lost thousands of dollars since their 
telephone went out on Saturday and say that it is having a serious effect on 
their business. 


Shoppers on Bay Street feel that the Strike is a disgrace and are condemning 
Government for allowing it to go so far. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BAHAMAS 


CENTRAL BANK HEAD DISCUSSES DEVALUATION, GENERAL ECONOMY 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 6 Mar 82 pp l, ll 


[Text] 


WHILE ADMITTING the 
Bahamas’ balance of payments 
is under pressure from the high 
Mterest rates m the United 
States, Central Bank Governor 
William Allen said the pressure 
has not as yet adversely 


affected that balance. 

Speaking to the College of 
the Bahamas Union’ of 
Students February 26, the 
Governor ruled out devaluation 
of the Bahamian dollar. The 
idea, he said, would be “‘sheer 


insanity.” 
However, if the interest rate 
differential between the 


Bahamian and United States 
dollar were to adversely affect 
the Bahamas’ balance of 
payments, then “the policy 
option,” he said, ‘“‘would be an 
adjustment of interest rates.” 
But to use an “exchange rate 
adjustment’’ would be ‘“‘almost 
like burning down the house to 
get rid of mosquitoes.” 

Mr Allen explained that an 
exchange rate, whether by 
devaluation or revaluation, was 
not a viable policy “option of 
open dependent economies,” 
such as the Bahamas. ‘There is 
nothing to be gained and too 
much to lose,” he observed. 

Devaluation could only 
benefit the Bahamas if it were 
an exporting country. As the 
Bahamas is an importing nation 
local prices and wages would 
have to go up for a devalued 
dollar to meet the cost of the 
more expensive goods being 
brought into the country. 

Said the Governor: “Firstl, , 
there is ao export sector to 
benefit from a devaluation and 


secondly, you get a 
commensurate upward 
adjustment in local prices and 
eventually wages all to the 
detriment of the country.” 

He said that despite strong 
monetary pressures in 1981, 
the performance of the overall 
balance of payments was 
encouraging. 

The Bank’s official reserves 
increased by $10.5 million to 
the end of the ycar, closing 
with $103.1 million. At the 
end of 1980 the reserves were 
$92.6 million. 


He attributed the $10.5 
million surplus to _ the 
performace of the capital 


account as the current account, 
he said, “will show a fairly 
significant deficit when the 
final returns are calculated.” , 


It was encouraging, he said, 
that despite the ‘considerable 
pressures on the economy, thie 
effects of two dramatic oil 
shocks within the last decade 
and the impact of a 
burdensome inte rational 
monetary policy, we continue 
to show growth in our foreign 
reserves.” 


“The significant differential 
on interest rates between the 
Bahamian dollar and _ the 
United States dollar continues 
to be the transmitter of the 
pressures on the domestic 
m onetary situation,” he 
continued. 


During the year, he said, 
particularly in the fourth 
quarter, there was 
“considerable upward pressure 
on domestic rates.”’ 

Responding to the ‘‘strain 
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on liquidity due to seasonal 
demand”” — a reference to 
merchants importing their 
Christmas stock — the Central 
Bank in November raised the 
discount rate, that is, the rate 
at which it lends to commercial 


banks, from 9 percent to a 
range of 10-12 _ percent 
depending on the volume and 
frequency of borrowings. 
“Thereafter,” he said, ‘the 
Central Bank employed a 
discount policy which related 
the rate of interest to the level 
of an in-:titution’s borrowing.” 

This is a move to discourage 
borrow ing, which is what many 
merchants do to purchase their 
seasonal stock, notably 
towards the end of the year. 

‘“*In early December, 
following further. demand 
Srowth, the bank issued 
restraint guidelines to 
commercial banks for limiting 
the level of credit expansion,” 
he said. 

Mr Allen said that ‘“‘at the 
end of the holiday season the 
situation eased, but a policy of 
restraint in the expansion of 
domestic credit continues.” 
This policy would explain the 
recent complaint of many 
Bahamians that the ‘‘banks are 
no longer lending.” 

“The prospects for the 
Bahamian economy is, of 
course, inextricably involved in 
the prospects of the world 
economic situation, and, more 
directly related to the United 
States economic situation,” he 
said. ‘The direct relationship 
between economic growth and 
prosperity in the Un’‘ed States, 
Canada and Western Europe 
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and our tourism growth is 
indisputable,” he said. 

Mr Allen said that although 
there is considerable debate 
over the level of economic 
recovery that can be expected 
towards the end of this year, 
“there is fairly broad consensus 
that by 1983 recovery should. 
be well underway, It would 
seem, therefore, that we may 
be suitably positioned to take 
advantage of this economic 
recovery as far as tourism 
capacity is concerned and our 
timing may be better than in 
previous periods when our 
additional capacity came on 
stream at the peak of the 
recession.” 

Mr Allen said the Bahamas’ 
inflation rate slowed last year. 
If this holds, he predicted, “‘the 
competitive position of our 


tourism product could 
improve.” 

He said this was an 
important consideration 


because tourism competition in 
this area had greatly increased 
with Mexico devaluing its 
currency. “This will no doubt 
boost Mexico’s attraction as a 
tounst destination,” he said. 
“Some general cbservations 
may be made about the 
Bahamian economy. The need 
for diversification is clear and 
fully accepted. This 
recognition is now beginning to 
be translated into some very 
definite steps, particularly with 
respect to agriculture,” he said. 
But, he continued, part and 
parcel of diversification has to 
do with rivate domestic 
savings. To illustrate his point 
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he explained hcw imports 
adversely reflected on the 
current account of the balance 
of payments. 

Growing imports, he said, 
has been consistently 
outstripping the growth of 
estimates of national income. 
“It is estimuted,”” he said, ‘‘that 
in 1978 the average import 
expenditure for each Bahamian 
was just over $. 7°00. This 
rosé to $2,800 in 1979, $3,800 
in 1980.” 


lie saw this trend = as 
“indicating that the economy 
is sustaining a system of tastes 
and preferences common to a 
more industrially advanced 
society.” 

“According to Central Bank 
data of foreign exchange 
approvals,’ he said, ‘‘over $26 
million annually is being sold 
to automobile dealers for the 
importation of their product. 
This is the equivalent of more 
than 10 percent of the money 
supply. And, of course, this 
does not include the value of 
automobiles purchased by 
individuals _ directly from 
overseas which I suspect is 
another large figure.”’ 

He said if the ‘rate of 
growth of imports continues to 
outstrip the rate of growth of 
national income, the 
implication for the domestic 
resources necessary to sustain 
the development effort are 
clear. And this is really not a 
matter that can be properly 
addressed by legislation or 
public policy. It is a situation 
which each of us individually 
will have to deal with.”’ 








COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BIGWU PLANS DAILY PICKETING OF ASSEMBLY TO AID UNION CAUSE 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 22 Mar 82 pl 


[Text] Accusing the Minister of Labour Mr. Vic Johnson of using “delaying 
tactics," President of the Barbados Industrial and General Workers’ Union 
(BIGWU) Mr. Robert (Bobby) Clarke has pledged to picket the House of Assembly 
each day this week while it debates the Estimates. 


Debate on the Estimates begins today at 10 a.m. and is expected to last for 
five days. 


Mr. Clarke told a news conference last week that none of the approximately 
220 workers who have been dismissed from Opelika Barbados Limited, Bridgetown 
Industries and Furm:.ture Limited, was afraid of the police, the Defence Force 
nor jail. 


This was taken as a reference to the fact that on the last occasion when the 
workers demonstrated around Parliament, members of the Royal Barbados Police 
Force, who provide security for the chamber, acted on instructions from the 

Speaker and urged the protestors to carry out their demonstration in silence 
and not disturb tie sitting. 


Mr. Clarke gave a detailed background to the present industrial dispute with 
the three firms and the difficulties which the union has faced in trying to 
secure a meeting with the Minister of Labour. 


He said that the minister had promised to give the union his position on a 
settlement of the dispute by March 12, but up to last Friday it had not re- 
ceived any word from the Minister. 


Mr. Clarke said that it was incumbent on the minister to bring all of the 
parties to the bargaining table and try to effect a settlement but all the 
union has received has been silence. 


"We can only conclude that he (the Minister of Labour) seems to be acting 
against the interests of the workers of this country." Mr. Clarke declared, 
adding that there also seemed to be a "conspiracy to deal with him rather 
than with the issues. 
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He said: “It is because of the strength of our union and its executive as 
well as the lack of areas in which it could be bought that the Minister is 
failing to come to the right conclusions." 


Mr. Clarke said the minister has a duty to make sure that the three firms in- 
volved are made to understand that the dismissals were wrong in law and in 
trade union practice. 


He also said that a recent statement by the minister to the effect that the 
firms wovld re-consider employing the workers if they re-applied for jobs, 
was begging the question. 


"We say that the treatment of these workers must be the same as that meted 
out to the workers of the Barbados Telephone Company who went on strike fol- 
lowing the dismissal of their colleague David Giles last year," he said. He 
added that the unio regarded such a statement by the minister as an attempt 
to split the union. 


Mr. Clarke said: "We say there will be no begging and the struggle will con- 
tinue until justice is given to the workers." 


Mr. Clarke said his union has been trying in vain to get in touch with the 
minister, whom he felt was duty-bound to try to get all the parties concemed 
together. 


"Maybe it is because we do not yet control the airport, the harbour, and 
transportation system nor the sugar industry that he thinks he does not have 
to deal with us," Mr. Clarke suggested. 


Mr. Clarke also queried the silence of the church on the current dispute and 
said that the matter was more important that other matters on which the church 
has been vocal, such as gambling and prostitution. 


He disclosed that BIGWU has been making efforts to assist the dismissed 
workers. 


"We have some funds," he said, "and we have been given some assistance from 
various sectors of the community. We are grateful to businessman Muhammed 
Amin Nasser who gave us $250. We would like to be able to give the approxi- 
mately 220 workers about $30 per week, which, while it would not be a decent 
living amount, would nonetheless help to defray some of their expenses. 


Mr. Clarke said BIGWU was hoping to raise some $18 000 to help the workers 
and he felt that if all workers in Barbados contributed at least $1 towards 
the cause, BIGWU would be appreciative of their show of solidarity. 


Mr. Clarke said he wnderstood that another union (the Barbados Workers' Union) 
has been asking for an increase for the lowest paid workers from $60 to $79 


per week, but that, he said, was unacceptable to BIGWU. 


He said his union has been demanding to see the books of the firms involved 
so that it could access their profit and loss status. 
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"This is not as radical an approach as it seems," he said, pointing out that 
when the utility companies were seeking rate increases they show their books 
to the Public Utilities Board and the objectors. 


Meantime, a statement from Furniture wir’ 7 on Saturday announced that those 
workers who had been employed by that c and had been dismissed would 
never ever be employed again by the company. 


“Employees certainly have their rights. It must not be forgotten that em- 
ployers too have their rights. In the industrial climate of Barbados, there 


have always been established practice and set of rules along with the Code of 
Conduct which all concerned have had to follow," the statement said. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


CANE FIRES CONTINUE; FIREMEN GET 7 CALLS IN SINGLE DAY 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 22 Mar 82 p 1 


[Text] Despite repeated appeals from several sectors of the society, cane 
fires in Barbados continue wabated. 


And, yesterday, by early aftemoon, the Barbados Fire Service had responded 
to ll fire calls, seven of them canes, while the others were grass and bush 
fires. 


The hard-pressed firemen were kept busy during the day battling blazes, the 
largest of which was at the Grove Plantation in St. Philip, where three fields 
of ripe canes and two of ratoons were bumt. 


The fire, which started shortly after mid-day, quickly destroyed the canes 
aided by strong winds. 


Fire officials were wnable to give an estimate of the number of acres de- 
stroyed yesterday, but on Saturday, official figures had indicated that so 
far for the year some 2 693 acres of canes had been destroyed. 


Manager of Grove Plantatiom Mr. Richard Kirton, assisted by other workers, 
fought to contain the blaze with the aid of the plantation's two tractor- 
drawn water carriers. 


He also got some help from youths of the Stirling Children's Home and public- 
spirited residents of the nearby Four Roads village which itself seemed 
threatened by the blaze at one stage. 


However, with the arrival of the Fire Service, the danger was averted to the 
relief of the villagers. Quick action by one of the two plantation fire ten- 
ders also prevented the destruction of mechanical harvesters and other vehi-: 
cles which were parked in the plantation's compound after the fire had skipped 
over a cart road and caught the grass on which the equipment was resting. 


So far this year, there have been more than 400 cane fires and the near record 
figure has caused considerable concem among industry officials. 


The cane fires have been creating additional problems for the already severe- 
ly battered industry, which not only got off to a late start because of 
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negotiations between the Barbados Workers Union and the Sugar Producers Feder- 
ation, but was also faced with a shortage of labour. 


One of the consequences of the large number of fires is that the five sugar 
factories currently in operation have been placed under severe pressure to 

keep up with the heavy flow of burt canes. 

Sugar officials said that the fires will also mean that more canes will be 


lost this year and there is also the possibility of a spill-over effect with 
the consequential poor yields from future crops. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


CONSTRUCTION WORKERS END STRIKE; BIU LISTS DEMANDS 


Construction Contract 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English ll Mar 82 pl 


[Text] Agreement was reached early this moming for a new two-year contract 
between the 400 unionised construction workers and their employers. The ten- 
tative agreement was reached at a hastily called bargaining session last night 
after negotiations had broken off earlier in the day. 


The agreement was announced in a joint statement hy the Construction Division 
of the Bermuda Industrial Union and the corresponding division of the Bermuda 
Employers Council. 


"After late night talks the construction Division of the Bermuda Employers 
Council and the Construction Division of the Bermuda Industrial Union an- 
nounced that a tentative agreement had been reached," said the statement. 
"Details will be announced at the ratification meeting planned for next week." 


The Royal Gazette understands that both sides had agreed on a wage increase of 
15.5 percent in the first year of the contract. What proved to be the stum- 
bling block in the negotiations was the second year wage increase and respon- 
sibility for the workers' pension fund. It is believed the settlement in- 
cludes a second year increase of between 10.5 and 13.5 percent. 


The Union had also wanted to manage the pension fund while the Employers 
Council wanted an independent body to administer it. No details were avail- 
able on what was agreed early this moming. 


President of the B.I.U. Mr. Ottiwell Simmons said construction workers would 
returm to work today. "We have a tentative agreement which will be put be- 

fore the men next week, but there are also a few other matters to straighten 
out," said Mr. Simmons at 2 a.m. He declined to comment furhter. 


"T'm tired and I want to go to bed and have a conference later on today," he 
added. 


The B.I.U. is holding its biennial Trade Delegation Conference today and 
tomorrow. 
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This morning's agreement came after negotiations had broken off yesterday 
without any apparent progress. Both sides reported that aftemoon negotia- 
tiqs had failed to reach a satisfactory conclusion, and Mr. Simmons warmed 
he could not rule out an all-out strike by construction workers. 


But the Employers Council approached the wion with an offer that could break 
the deadlock shortly after Mr. Simmons had met with construction workers 


Tax, Other Union Demands 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 12 Mar 82 ppl, 3 





[Text ] 


B.I.U. President Mr. Ottiwell Simmons M.P. yesterday called for 
the introduction of a soak-the-rich income tax system. He said there 
should be ‘‘a fair and equitable tax system whereby he who benefits 
most from this prosperous society should be made to return the most 
through this tax imposed on him’’. The move for a wealth tax was 
among seven “demands’’ made at the opening of a two-day union 
delegates conference at Manchester Unity Hall in Hamilton. 


Also in the list were: 

@ Better and more reliable 
fee hospital care for all Ber- 
niuda citizens. 

@ Unemployment pay. 

@ An increase in com- 
pensation tor sickness and 


there was never any progress 
without a struggle. 

‘The only thing on a silver 
platter is the silver, ’ he said. 

Mr. Simmons said he was 
made weary by the lack of 
recognition for the valuable 
contribution workers gave 


it is a redistribution of 
wealth and we stand for 
that.” he said. 

Mr. Murray said he would 
like to think that the T.U.C. 
had in its own small wav 
helped to set the pattern and 


injury pay. r style for democracy in Ber- 
@ The right to vote at the the Country. aii muda, adding: “We would 
age of 18. He paid tribute to civil like to see links with you 


@ A rise in pensions for the 
elderly to keep up with the 
cost of living. 

Mir. Simmons also took 
the opportunity to repeat the 
Opposition’s campaign for a 
Labour Day holiday to be in 
Mav and not September, as 
proposed ov Government. * 

“We would like to express 
our resentment because if it 
is Labour Davy labour should 
have a say in what dav it is,” 
he said. 

The union chiet was feel- 
ing tired and “hattered”’ af- 
ter early morning negotiatins 
with construction workers 
employers which led to a 
tentative agreement. 

Those emplovers were 
very difficult,” he told defe- 

ates including Britain's 
Frade Union Congress 
(T.U.C.) leader Mr. Len 
Murrarv 

‘IT am telling vou they 
were difficult.” 

With Government offi- 
cials. including the Hon. Sir 
John Sharpe. Minister of 
Home Affairs. President Mr. 
Simmons continued that 


rights leader Dr. Edgar Gor- 
don for making Bermuda a 
better place in which to live. 

Earlier a leading delegate 
from New York City praised 
the B.I.U. for its ‘‘fantastic’’ 
stand during last summer's 
labour unrest. 

Mr. Morris Doswell said it 
was an event which could 
never have happened in the 
U.s. “That is why I say we 
come down to learn from 
you,” he tcld local union of- 
ficials 

“You have a lot to be 
proud of. You don't know 
what power vou have in your 
hands and you show that.” 

Mr. Len Murray, fresh 
from lecturing unionists in 
the Caribbean, grabbed the 
immediate attention of the 
delegates with a stirring 
speech in which he was 
deeply critical of Britains 
Government. 

- The T.U.C. General Secre- 
tary supported ‘‘Brother 
Otti'’ in his demand for in- 
come tax to be introduced. 

“However much we may 
irk when we pay income tax 


strengthened.” 

Workers, he said, should 
have the right not to work in 
the sense of decent retire- 
ment with a decent income, 
to be sick without being in 
poverty, and not working for 
an emplover unless wages 
and conditions had first been 
agreed. 

“These values and rights 
are coming into question in 
some parts of the world,” he 
said. ‘‘We see hostility to 
unions in England. I find 
that strange even coming 
from the Conservative Par- 
ties. 

‘Today we see hostility at 
the very idea of trade union- 
ism. Our struggle is not 
against flesh ond bleed. It is 
against spiritual wickedness 
in high places. It is the ele- 
vation of greed to a mora! 
imperative. That greed 
should be a driving force of 
our society and we should re- 
ject that.” 

In Britain unemployment 
was deliberately used by the 
Government to weaken the 
bargaining power of trade 
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unions. An attack was 
mounting on the right to 
Strike when negotiations 
ended in deadlock. 

This was a reference to 
meng new legislation in 

ritain and Mr. Murray 
said: ‘We shall resist these 
attacks.” 

A sum of one million 
pounds (about $2 million) 
would be raised to contest 
such cases. 

“Unions can be fined up to 
a quarter of million pounds a 
day — that is the intent of 
the Bill,” he continued. 

“We are not looking for a 
fight but the Government or 
an employer can have from 
us as much trouble as they 
want. 


The tough talking Mr. 
Murray said he saw strike 
busting practices suffered by 
Americans creeping into oth- 
er countries. He heavily crit- 
icised the practice of workers 
having to sign a piece of pa- 
per saying they would not 
join a union. He spoke of 
20,000 pound ($40,000) 
bribes — “better than win- 
ning the football pools”. 


Mr. Murray said the 
B.I.U. had lessons to teach 
which could never be con- 
veyed from Britain. More 
countries such as Bermuda 
would move away from inter- 
nal building to advise others. 
he predicted. 


Mr. Murray praised the 
B.I.U. for the way it ‘‘organ- 
ised’ hotels on the Island 
and he quipped: “I want two 
organisers on the plane back 
with me.” 

In the closed afternoon 
session Mr. Murray headed a 
workshop on Trade Unions 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


NAVY TO DEFEND OFFSHORE OTL PLATFORMS, MODERNIZE FLEET 
Defense of Oil Platforms 
Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 21 Mar 82 p 9 


[Text] Brasilia--The navy chief of staff, Adm Jose Albano de Aratanha, has 
told O GLOBO in an exclusive interview that a maritime defense system for the 
oilfields will be set up. 


The admiral said that Brazil is already behind in setting up a suitable secu- 
rity system for its oil platforms on the high seas. 


Admiral Aratanha said that the security system provides for the use of maritime 
detection equipment, radar, and helicopters, as well as for specially trained 
divers. 


The navy has already developed its studies for the planned oil platform secu- 
rity system, based on the legal support that the UN Conference on the Law of 
the Sea has given to the economic use of the 200-mile strip of former terri- 
torial sea. 


X-40's 


Long-range X-40 missiles and a battery of antiaircraft guns will be installed 
at the fort in Macae because of that city's proximity to the oil platforms in 
the Campos Basin (60 kilometers offshore) and the PETROBRAS [Brazilian Petro- 
leum Corporation] port terminals, as well as to the Campos-Duque de Caxias 

gas pipeline, according to Maj Joao Batista de Toledo Camargo, commander of the 
fort. 


The plan is being prepared by the Armed Forces General Staff, which is also 
designing another project for Angra dos Reis. 


The X-40's and the antiaircraft guns will be placed on the same spot where, in 
1613, the Portuguese built fortifications to repress the smuggling of brazil- 
wood by British privateers between Espirito Santo and Rio de Janeiro and espe- 
cially on the four islands in the Sant'Ana Archipelago a few kilometers from 
the Macae coast. 
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Living around Fort Santo Antonio do Morro Feio (the name given by the Portu- 
guese) were about 200 Goitaca Indians. Their settlement was the origin of the 
city of Macae, although both the fort and the city commemorate other dates: 
the fort dates its existence from the time of the republic, and Macae commemo- 
rates its founding on the anniversary of the day in the 19th century when it 
was elevated from a town to a city. 


According to Maj Joao Batista de Toledo Camargo, it is impossible to say any- 
thing officially as yet concerning the plan to install X-40 missiles, since 
only the Ministry of Army in Brasilia can issue a statement on the matter. 


Navy To Modernize Fleet 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 25 Mar 82 p 72 
[Article by Luiz Roberto de Souza Queiroz] 


[Text] It is the summer of 1986, somewhere in the South Atlantic. The radar 
on a Brazilian corvette on patrol identifies an approaching object in the air. 
In the next 8 seconds, the vessel's computers calculate the object's course, 
size, and speed, conclude that it is an enemy missile, sound the alarm, and 
cause the ship's entire weaponry to turn automatically toward the target, with 
the electronic sights already operating. Unlike officers of the past, the 
captain does not give the order to fire, since he must press a button only if 
he wants to keep the guns from firing. And if he does not press that button, 
a 114mm gun and two Bofors guns will fire on the eighth second, launching 
enough projectiles to insure that the sensors of at least four of them will be 
able to cause detonation less than 4 meters from the missile, which at that 
point will still be 3 kilometers away from the sophisticated ship. And that 
ship, despite the complexity of its equipment, will have been built entirely 
in Brazil. 


The above scenario describing a hypothetical electronic battle comes from 
‘guadron Adm Raphael de Azevedo Brance. head of the Navy General Directorate 

of Materiel. He explains that over the next 4 years, four corvettes of the 
above-described type, four buoy ships, one submarine, one training ship of 
large tonnage, and two hospital ships will be launched from Brazilian shipyards 
under the Navy Modernization Program. But the admiral says that even with the 
new ships and the various modern units acquired in recent years, the navy's 
fleet will still be too small for the missions assigned to it. 


Those missions, he explains, include the obligation in an emergency to guaran- 
tee Brazilian maritime traffic, which carries 95 percent of our foreign trade; 
patrol territorial waters; combat smuggling; intercept foreign fishing boats 
that come to fish illegally in Brazilian waters; defend against possible enemy 
incursions by sea; and--the most recent and greatest challenge and one that 

so far has not been adequately met by any country in the world--defend the oil- 
fields on the continental sheif and the production rigs, which, although they 
require up to 6 years to begin operating as a complete extraction system, can 
be destroyed by a single missile. 
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Today's Fleet 


The navy's current fleet includes one aircraft carrier and 12 destroyers whose 
average age is between 35 and 40 years, and the decades that have passed since 
they were built cover precisely a period of tremendous technological develop- 
ment. The fleet also includes 10 corvettes, acquired from Holland about 25 
years ago, which have also been used extensively for rescue and salvage opera- 
tions, as well as five submarines of U.S. origin, all of which have been in 
service for almost four decades and which, because they were built abroad, 
must be maintained with equipment purchased abroad. The sole Brazilian train- 
ing ship is not only a refitted merchant ship but also, again, over 25 years 
old. 


The navy's most modern units are six frigates, of which four were built in 
Great Britain and two--providing excellent service--were built in Brazil. 
There are also six German minesweepers that were acquired between 1967 and 
1972 (their technology is considered up to date) and three excellent British 
submarines of the Oberon class. 


Challenge 


This week, when he held a lengthy meeting with Sao Paulo businessmen at the 
FIESP [Sao Paulo State Federation of Industries] in an attempt to increase the 
national content of the Brazilian Navy's equipment, Admiral Azevedo Branco said 
that in terms of security, that which is cheap turns out to be expensive, be- 
cause it results in dependence. He admitted that many of the old World War II 
ships acquired by Brazil were bought at exceptionally attractive prices, but 
they have also resulted in the lack of highly desirable modern technology and, 
chiefly, the need to import spare parts, something that becomes difficult in a 
time of conflagration and costs valuable foreign exchange in peacetime. 


He explained that for that reason, the Navy Modernization Program provides not 
only for the construction of ships in Brazil but also for an immediate increase 
in the national manufacturing content, which today stands at about 70 percent. 
But the admiral admitted that there are great difficulties, because on the 
average, 8 years are required between the time a ship is designed and the time 
it goes into service, and it must be equipped with the advanced technology 

that is developed while it is being built. Otherwise, it will be obsolete on 
the day it is launched. 


New Fleet 


The four corvettes whose construction has been authorized, and for which the 
preliminary design has been completed, will each displace 1,900 tons, be 
equipped with gas turbines, and have entirely automatic weapons systems, ac- 
cording to the admiral. Their sonar, which will be of the latest generation, 
will certainly be German, since it is very difficult to achieve the goal of 
national content in that area, but thousands of items will be Brazilian made, 
including the ammunition for the optronic gunsight-controlled antiaircraft 
guns. 
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Brazilian-made ammunition will be exported in the near future, and only 
the head of the projectile, a minuscule sensor operated by an even smaller 
battery, will be imported. But the four corvettes are not enough. The navy 
needs 12, but their construction depends on the country's future economic situ- 
ation. Each Brazilian citizen contributes the equivalent of $18 annually to 

t armed forces, compared to $87 for the Japanese, $118 for the Cuban, $130 
for the Israeli, and $500 for the Russian. 


The four new buoy ships are already under construction at the Navy Yard. They 
will displace 400 tons each, and their mission will be chiefly to support civil 
navigation, since they will be responsible for marking out navigable channels 
and ports end placing buoys. It was only a few years ago that ships like those 
marked off the northern access channel to the Amazon River, which until then 

had been unused, but which is now used by all the oil tankers headed for Manaus. 


The submarine is a special case, since the decision has been made to build one 
1,400-ton unit--although the navy needs four--and the design will be bought 
immediately in Italy or Germany. National content will therefore be difficult 
to achieve, but it will nevertheless be given special attention. The training 
ship, which is now under construction in Rio de Janeiro and which should be in 
service by the end of 1985, was designed in Brazil to have four separate com- 
partments, allowing an increase in naval equipment. This will make it possible 
tor the 200 midshipmen it can handle at one time to be trained simultaneously 

| independently in various patterns of naval warfare. 


But the navy s present pride and joy is the two hospital ships being built for 
perations in Amazonia. Each of them will have three dental rooms, three 
‘ical consultation rooms, operating rooms, and two infirmaries. They will 


erated by the navy and manned vy professionals from the Ministry of Health 
al >lfare. 
, which will each have a platform at the stern for helicopters, 


i1] added to the five river patrol boats which are already operating in 
i and which were also built in Brazil, but which, although they carry 
‘ical teams, are heavily armed war vessels. 


{9 - Sew ne OG iP (COR ~ 
rtazge or otrategpic neserves 


iral Azevedo Branco explained the navy"s concern at the possibility of a 
rar, saying: "We are paid by the people to guarantee their security, and be- 
iuse of that, if I, as a professional, do not think about and prepare for the 


+ 


ssibility of a war, T am not doing my duty." 


he stressed the point, recalling that our imports and exports travel by 
that our petroleum is carried by sea, and that now our petroleum produc- 
tion is being accelerated through offshore wells. And the admiral went on to 
say that Brazil does not maintain strategic reserves, with the exception of 
petroleum, of which we have enough to take care of 3 months' consumption. Be- 
‘ause of that, our dependence on safe sea routes is very great. 





In another example, he recalled that the Garoupa oilfield was discovered over 
5 years ago and that extremely heavy investments have been made there, but that 
it still does not have a permanent production complex. However, the entire 
gigantic effort put into Garoupa by Brazil could be destroyed in a matter of 
seconds by one medium-range missile. Today such a missile, if fired from a 
point 200 kilometers from the target, is accurate within 5 meters. But that 
problem and the problem of security for the oil platforms are not just Brazil- 
ian problems, the admiral insists. Great Britain is greatly concerned about 
the security of its platforms in the North Sea, as are other countries, and so 
far there is no adequate solution except constant patrols and the permanent 
presence of the navy to prevent possible enemies from getting close enough to 
damage the installations. 


In conclusion, the admiral recalled that many Brazilian factories and major in- 
dustrial facilities are extremely close to the coast in Cubatao, Rio de Janeiro, 
Sao Sebastiao, and Salvador and that in case of war, they would be vulnerable 
to attack from the sea, as happened in recent years in operations carried out 
in the Middle East by special Israeli troops. And, the admiral concluded, 
there are 8,000 kilometers of Brazilian coastline: "an undeniable blessing, 
but also a heavy responsibility for Brazil's navy." 


11798 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


PLANNED MILITARY BASE ON TRINDADE ISLAND REPORTED, DENIED 

Military Base on Trindade Island 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 18 Mar 82 p 13 
[Article by Luis Fernando Gomes, Luiz Barbosa, and Zenaida Azeredo] 


[Text] Minister of Navy Adm Maximiano da Fonseca said yesterday on board the 
training ship "Custodio de Melo" that to guarantee the security of our terri- 
torial waters in absolute tranquillity, the Brazilian Navy "must be 10 times 
bigger." He stressed the possibility that a naval air base will be built on 
Trindade Island. The project has been budgeted initially at $300 million, 


"for which there is no lack of external financing." 


Trindade Island--3 days distant by ship, or 600 miles from the coast--is the 
most distant point of Brazilian territory, lying halfway between South America 
ind Africa. In World War II, it was occupied by a small military garrison 
whose main objective was to prevent its occupation by the Germans. Currently 
yperating there is an oceanographic observation station, and according to the 
minister of navy, "a firm has already submitted a plan for the base and a 
scale model." 


South Atlantic 


According to Maximiano da Fonseca, the naval air base on Trindade Island is of 
the greatest importance to Brazil: "an aircraft carrier that no one can sink 

ind one with surveillance and observation equipment. It will be able to fight 
the enemy far from our shores before he reaches us." The minister of navy feels 
that the initial cost of $300 million may be reduced as the project progresses. 


le added: "Minister (of Air) Delio and I are struggling to solve the problem. 
rhe important thing is that despite our foreign debt, Brazil is a country with 
zood credit, and no one refuses to lend us money. Only yesterday I was ap- 


proached with a proposal, but we cannot go beyond the economic plan. There is 
no provision for the initial work." 


Asked whether the two visits to the island by American officials meant that the 
United States was evaluating the possibility of financing the project, the 
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minister of navy said that “they are not interested--they went there as techni- 
cians and fully approved our designs. They did not suggest a single modifica- 
tion." 


Maximiano da Fonseca feels that "although it has no warlike ambitions," the 
Brazilian Navy "must be 10 times bigger so that we can sleep peacefully." He 
also said that defense of the South Atlantic--"a vital ocean if there is a war 
lasting more than 2 months"--is of great importance to Brazil because "96 per- 
cent of our trade moves by sea and depends on the guarantee of free maritime 
traffic.” 


Antarctic 


The minister predicted that by the end of April a decision would be made on 
whether to buy an icebreaker that will make it possible--as early as this icy 
summer--to undertake the first Brazilian expedition to the Antarctic. He also 
emphasized that the importance of such a trip has to do basically with the 
terms of the Antarctic Treaty, which limits participation in the Consultative 
Council to those countries that carry out experiments on the frozen continent. 


An inspection team consisting of navy officers is currently in Europe studying 
offers from Denmark, Poland, and Norway that vary in cost between $3 million 
and $11 million. But Brazil has already decided to purchase such a vessel so 
as to avoid the even greater expense of leasing one. 


Financing will take the form of a pool and will be prorated among several min- 
istries, with donations as well from institutions interested in the undertaking. 


Training 


The training ship "Custodio de Melo'--a refitted troop transport commanded by 

Capt Roberto de Oliveira Coimbra--yesterday began its 24th midshipmen's train- 
ing cruise in the presence of the minister of navy. There are 79 graduates of 
the Naval War School on board. Its itinerary, which is scheduled to last 5.5 

months, wili include the ports of Fortaleza, Belem, Manaus, and Recife plus 15 
ports abroad on three continents. 


Itamarati Has no Objection 


Brasilia--Itamarati [Ministry of Foreign Affairs] is aware of the plan to estab- 
lish a naval air base on Trindade Island in the Atlantic Ocean and sees no hin- 
drance from the standpoint of Brazilian foreign policy, according to Bernardo 
Pericas, a spokesman for that ministry. That was his response last night when 
questioned as to the project's possible connection with a plan for military de- 
fense of the South Atlantic. 


Pericas made it a point to emphasize that the military plan for Trindade Island 
is to be carried out by Brazilian firms in a territory over which Brazil has 
full sovereignty. The possibility that construction of the naval air base will 
receive financing from the United States is nothing extraordinary, since all 


major Brazilian projects today rely on foreign funds, according to Itamarati. 
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South Atlantic--a kind of cyclical report that originates 


‘azilian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has already displayed impatience with 
oncerning the formation of a military alliance for defense of 
in the Moscow 
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media and quickly reaches African newspapers. 
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munist plot by the governments of Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, 
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Africa with help from the United States, and it has already brought forth 
a dozen official denials over the past 3 years, according to Pericas. 


in the opinion of Itamarati, which continues to deny the existence of any plan 

that direction, the greatest disadvantage of the so-called South Atlantic 
pact--an underdeveloped version of NATO--is that it supposedly includes South 
\frica, and that alone would be enough to definitely jeopardize Brazilian pol- 
i 1 black Africa. 
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ited States Abandons Idea 


Triuay, a highly placed source in the State Department told Armando Ourique, 


r correspondent in Washington, that the Reagan administration has abandoned 
any ins to form a South Atlantic military alliance as asserted by Assistant 


) 
-ecretary of State Thomas Enders during his visit to Brazil in 1981. 
wants a 
that 
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nited States cooperative effort for the joint security of the 
include Argentina and other countries in the region, 
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e for Endangered Species 
ide Island, located 1,200 kilometers off the coast of Espirito Santo-- 
between Brazil and Africa--was permanently annexed by Brazil in 1916. 
ien, it has been used as a radiotelegraph station (during World War IT), 
t al prison (from 1924 to 1926, during which time it held then Capt 


(avora), an observation post (during World War II) and, lastly, since 
an oceanographic station. 


iradise for a number of species that are endangered in the rest of the world 
(f exampiec, the giant sea turtle and the giant polypodium), Trindade Island, 
s of recent volcanic origin, is under constant surveillance by ecolo- 

. private initiative or through the Special Secretariat for the 
nmment (SEMA), have proposed that it be turned into an ecological station 
ra tional marine park. 

t land's surrounding waters live thousands of fish and crustaceans. 

t inhabitants, all officials of the Oceanographic Station, have nick- 
ed the triggerfish the "please catch me" because of its great abundance on 
land's marine shelf. The Ministry of Navy's announcement in April 1981 


plan to build an airport on Trindade Island brought a protest from the 
ian Foundation for the Conservation of Nature, which, in a letter to 


Figueiredo, requested the preservation of "one of the most iso- 


} ae oh 
ite spots on eartn. 
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Goal: To Defend South Atlantic 


Brasilia--"The installation of a naval air base on Trindade Island, conceived 
by the Ministry of Navy and now in the planning stage in the offices of the 
Ministries of Air and Navy, has as its prime objective the assured defense of 
the South Atlantic, notably from the strategic standpoint." That information 
comes from a general officer in the FAB [Brazilian Air Force], who also said: 
"Tt is much safer for us to have an observer away from our coast." 


According to the same source, Minister of Air Delio Jardim de Mattos and Min- 
ister of Navy Maximiano da "onseca will meet within the next 2 weeks to deter- 
mine the financing arrangements that may be adopted for establishing the base 
on the island. In addition to construction of a 1,300-meter-long landing 
strip, the plan also involves a proposal for the area's ecological protection. 


Almost a Country 


The idea for building a naval air base on Trindade Island, which lies 700 miles 
off the Rio de Janeiro coast, started in the Ministry of Navy, according to 

FAB officials. In the tirst half of 1979, Minister Delio Jardim was invited 

to visit the island with Admiral Maximiauo to look into the possibility of 
building a landing strip on that 8 square kilometers of steep rock. On 11 July 
of that year, the two ministers left the port of Vicoria in Espirito Santo on 
board the frigate "Niteroi'’ to visit Trindade Islard. With them were four FAB 
officers, one a civil geologist and the other three engineers. 


As was reported at the time by the navy's official newspaper NO MAR (No 433, 
July 1979), "the presence of the minister of air and his party on the site had 
to do with preliminary studies for setting up an airfield on the island, the 
objective being to strengthen strategic defense o. the 200-mile territorial 
waters." 


The same publication also noted that the airfield "will serve both the navy 
and the air force and is of great importance for absolute control of that area 
of the South Atlantic." That position was strengthened yesterday by the mili- 
tary source at the FAB, who described Trindade Island as "almost a country" 
because of the concept of the 200-nautical-mile zone or the 180-mile economic 
zone that will be maintained around it. 


The studies concerning implementation of that air and naval military dream 
were practically forgotten in 1981, but they were dusted off again at the 
start of 1982 with the establishment of a committee consisting of officials 
from both ministerial offices and headed by an air force general. That com- 
mittee is analyzing the financing plans. 


As far as the technical aspect is concerned, the plans have been ready since 
1981, and an official publicatton of the Office of the Ministry of Air, — 
AEROVISAO, reported in December 1981: "A huge airéraft carrier--that is how 
the future of Trindade Island is being seen." According to the same publica- 

tion, the island "will soon be turned into a forward support post for our navy, 
serving as a sentinel for our territorial waters, and it will guarantee air 

and sea control over the South Atlantic, halfway betweeen Brazil and Africa.' 


’ 
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the planned 1,300-meter-long runway, the first portion to be built will be 
gment 600 meters long for takeoffs and landings by Buffalo C-115 aircraft. 


ie island was discovered in 1502 by the Portuguese and was in the hands of 
the British four times. It is currently the site of a navy oceanographic sta- 


Ministers Deny Plans for Base 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 24 Mar 82 p 7 


[Text] Brasilia--Gen Delio Jardim de Mattos, minister of air, and Adm Maximiano 
da Fonseca, minister of navy, met yesterday with reporters accredited to the 
military area for an interview in which they both denied that Brazil is plan- 
ning a base for military purposes on Trindade Island, 650 miles off the Brazil- 


lan coast. 


he two ministers admitted that Trindade Island is strategic as far as Brazil's 
security in that part of the Atlantic is concerned, but they explained that 

the project under discussion involves construction of a landing strip--600 
meters long to begin with and 1,200 meters later--for logistic support of the 
42-man navy garrison on that island. Later, as the island develops, a moorinz 
system and support and operating facilities would be built. 


ject was prepared on the initiative of the Odebrecht firm of Brazil, 
participation by Westinghouse in the area of imported equipment. Other 
‘lian firms are also involved--such as Dolfim (port facilities), Solar 
(rock removal and riprap), and the ESCA. The cost of the project is estimated 
million--initially--and $300 million--the final cost. Westinghouse has 
itted financing proposals on the order of $200 million, of which $70 mil- 
ffered by Japan at an interest rate of 9.75 percent. 


>; been o 


ing data provided in a pamphlet, the two ministers explained that the build- 
ing of this naval-air system has the following objectives in view: territorial 
sccupation; control of air and maritime traffic; support for the naval air 
trol units; search and rescue; meteorology and telecommunications; ecological, 
logical, and oceanographic research; support for the disposal of nuclear 
yvastes; and the tracking of space vehicles. 
The landing strip will permit the operation of Buffalo aircraft and will in- 
clude a 17,400-square-meter apron. The port infrastructure will include an 
ynnchorage for cargo vessels and a 760-meter breakwater allowing freighters 
with a draft of up to 9 meters to anchor there. The facilities planned as a 
result of the project include support for a population of 500 persons; the ex- 
itation of alternative energy sources; airspace control and radio aids: 
ither stations; fixed and mobile telecommunications;: signals and nautical 
buoys; prefabricated buildings designed to meet the weight and volume require- 
ments of C-130 aircraft and totaling 12,000 square meters of living quarter i, 





dining halls, administrative offices, storage rooms, workshops, and recreation 
rooms, but excluding hangars and warehouses; 5 kilometers of paved road; and 
10 kilometers of unpaved road. 


Territory 


Minister Maximiano da Fonseca acknowledged that the island is important from 
the standpoint of coastal surveillance, saying that Trindade Island is a very 
important location for observing what goes on in that maritime area. 


The minister declined to comment on the suggestion made by other countries that 
an inter-American naval base be established there to defend the South Atlantic 
from the communist threat. He observed that that is a matter of foreign pol- 
icy, but he did let slip a warning: "In case of a short war, the South Atlantic 
has almost no strategic importance, but if there were a lengthy conflict of 

big proportions, it would be a key area as the petroleum route to the West." 
Denying once again any intention to build a naval base on the island for mili- 
tary purposes in connection with establishment of the South Atlantic Treaty, 
the minister observed that in such a case, Fernando de Noronha Island would be 
of more strategic value in NATO terms. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


INTERVIEW WITH CAQUETA CHURCHMAN JOSE LUIS SERNA 
Bogota CROMOS in Spanish 16 Feb 82 pp 30-33 


[Interview with Msgr Jose Luis Serna, vicar apostolic of Caqueta, by Ligia 
Riveros; date and place not given] 


[Text] When it was learned that the M-19 guerrillas had surrendered in Caqueta, 
CROMOS traveled to the area in order to interview them. We were attempting 
thereby to give evidence of a major advancement toward peace in Colombia. In 
the Juanambu battalion in Florencia, Col Barragan, commander of Operation 12, 
assured us that they were not there. Nevertheless, shortly thereafter the 

same member of the military facilitated the interview by a television newsman 
with a communal action leader who expressed regret at having joined the guer- 
rillas, although he claimed that he had never taken up arms. Eight months 

ago, we traveled to Caqueta for the first time. There, we found that the 
situation is desperate for the farmers, and that there is also torture and 
persecution. Now we have learned that the tragedy still persists, and that 

a distressing exodus of the settlers has begun. Msgr Jose Luis Serna, vicar 
apostolic of Caqueta, spoke to us on an exclusive basis regarding the situation 
in this area, which has been so hard hit by violence. 


A tall, somewhat husky man, with an unhurried manner, he moves about easily 

in the territory of the FARC [Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia], M-19 
and EPL [Popular Liberation Army]. He is from Caldas. He fears nothing, 
walks along trails, crosses rivers and reaches the areas most affected by 
violence. He enters the battalions and talks with the soldiers. Upon seeing 
him go by, people come out of their houses to tell him their problems. When 
the rumor circulates that this man wishes to hold dialog and offer guarantees, 
the farmers come down from the mountains where they have hidden out of fear 
of repression, the women look at him hopefully and the children smile again. 


This man is respected by the armed insurgents and by the troops. His only 
weapon is speaking of peace. He has always done so, and he is now the inter- 
mediary between the farmers and guerrillas, and the military. 


Msgr Jose Luis Serna is vicar apostolic of Caqueta, having been appointed by 
the Holy See when he was general assistant of the "Consolatos" in Rome. 
Eleven years ago, when he was already a priest, he was sent to the region 











rothe first time. In those days there was total peace. Liberals and Conser- 

itives, together, were dancing in the streets and parading with their best 
horses. No violent deaths occurred. The authorities instilled respect, and 
not fear as they do now. 


He maintains: "Those were beautiful times; now there is violence, there are 
guerrillas, there is repression. The reasons for the establishment of the 
armed insurgents are quite clear: first, because of the alienation to which 
the government has subjected Caqueta. This gave rise to the organization of 
the guerrillas, who entered the territory with many tactics. All of this 
was easy, owing to the topography of the terrain." 

\t the present time, Caqueta is one of the sections of Colombia most affected 
by violence. In Florencia, its capital, there are whole families of farmers 
who have abandoned their homes and crops; widows, Orphans, mothers without 
children, people who have been tortured; teachers who have disappeared or 
been assassinated. The processions of defenseless farmers are endless in 
iront of the office of the vicar, a man who is fully cognizant of all the 
problems of the region and the crucial period being experienced by Caqueta, 
one of the country's richest regions. 


All the Farmers Are Guerrillas’ 


Betore beginning the dialog with CROMOS, Msgr Serna raised the tone of his 
ice to declare: "Let it be made clear: not all the farmers are guerrillas. 
are all the people living in Florencia, who traverse its Streets and 
nter recreational areas, either. This is a totally erroneous notion, which 
nas made the serious situation being experienced by the southern part of the 

intry even more detrimental." 

uestion] But the people of Florencia Say that, every day, letters are receiv- 
d containing threats of Kidnapping if money is not given to the subversive 
sroups. There is danger of abduction; there is extortion. The tension among 


fs M7 ic ha- +4 
nessmen iS heated. 


wer] I want to tell you that there have recently appeared groups which 
ich methods to become rich: groups that are not guerrillas but pretend 
re Such, SO aS to engage in blackmail and extortion, and to take advantage 


‘ 


ne critical state of public order which Caqueta is experiencing. 


+ 
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Jncerete Steps Toward Peace 


lestion; [ understand that you recently had a meeting with the president of 
the republic to describe the situation in the area to him in detail. 


\nswer] It is true; I spoke with the president. I am convinced that, in 
ler to begin taking concrete Steps toward peace in Caqueta, we shall have 
approach the causes that have upset it. Now, I think that the state 

nould arrive with the appearance of Service. J met with the chief executive, 


ind described to him concrete instances relating to education, communications 
‘outes and health. He took an interest, and called a meeting with the minis- 


rs responsible for these sectors, with whom I clearly analyzed all these 
proposals. I see that some are already taking shape. 
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[Question] Such as what? For example, if someone seriously injured arrives 
at the hospital for malaria and needs blood transfusions, it is difficult 
to find them. This happened this morning, when a pregnant farm woman was 
about to die. After type A-positive blood was sought in Florencia and its 
vicinity, it could only be obtained from a chance visitor. 


[Answer] This shortage of medical resources is distressing. Anyone who is 
sick here has to be sent to Neiva or Bogota. For example, today I am trying 
to send groups of farmers in a tragic situation to the capital of the republic. 
The government assured me that the hospitals in San Vicente and Puerto Rico 
would be finished. The minister has already visited Solano to observe how 
the health problems are being addressed. The Florencia hospital will also 

be properly equipped. As for agriculture, the Number 2 phase of INCORA 
[Colombian Agrarian Reform Institute] will begin to accelerate, a project 
which had been discussed for years but which has been blocked by interests 
unknown to me. At the same time, it is important to provide for the communi- 
cations routes. We have roads here which are not roads. There are no means 
of penetration. 


"Truth Is the Force for Peace' 


[Question] You have been described as a subversiv:, when you deliver speeches 
denouncing the Army's acts of violence, when you uefend the farmers, when you 
ask for dialog and when you enter the troubled areas. But you have also 
asked the guerrilla groups to lay down their arms, so that peace may be 
restored. 


[Answer] I am a bishop stuck in the mud. I must do this in order to learn 
about the problems. I am a spokesman for the needs of the area in which I 

am vicar. My proposals to the government and the high military commands 

seek a response to the farmers’ needs. Understandably, the guerrillas have 
made an analysis of the situation. We cannot close our eyes to the real 
situation being experienced in Caqueta. As John XXIII said, "Truth is the 
force for peace." Hence, those of us who bear the responsibility for achiev- 
ing peace in the country must find out how we can work. 


[Question] Do you think that the government, with its projects, will personal- 
ly concern itself with the problems of health, education, communications 
routes, technical assistance in the rural areas, people displaced by violence 
returning to their land to plant and produce for the good of the national 
economy and themselves and, finally, a restoration of peace to Caqueta? 


[Answer] Yes. For this reason, our mission of working to ease this situation 
must be effective. The farmer has a spirit deeply rooted in favor of peace. 
He is the basis for a country's development, but he has felt forgotten, 
displaced and persecuted.... 


[Question] The Army claims that the farmers are aiding the guerrillas, giving 
them food.... 





ver| Our farmer has one characteristic virtue: that of being a vital and 
person. For this reason, he is in a difficult situation. No matter 
how poor he is, if he has a cup of coffee he shares it with whoever arrives, 
iid never asks who you are, where you come from or what you are doing. 
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(he Farmers Hid Out Of Fear' 


[Question] When the names of guerrilla fighters who had surrendered to the 
Armed Forces were published in the press, CROMOS sent me to interview them. 

| went to the Juanambu battalion, and Col Barragan, chief of Operation 12, 
informed me that they were not in that location. Nevertheless, near there 

[| held a dialog with Ramon Urrego, a 55-year old farmer living in Remolino, 
the area which has felt the most repression since the water landing of the 
Acropesca plane loaded with weapons for M-19. Urrego swore that he was not 

i guerrilla, and that the information which came out in the newspapers, giving 
his name, would damage him for life. 


wer] Ramon Urrego is not a guerrilla. He is a farmer who has been accused 
O ertain things. He is an honest person who has become involved in the 
sroblem out of necessity, but his moral principles are very strong. This is 

| say that a clear distinction must be made between the armed insurgents 
ind the farmers, so as not to harm the innocent. 


ion} Then what do you consider to be the reason that the Ministry of 
included in the communique names of farmers who are not guerrillas? 


wer! There are some guerrillas who have surrendered, and there are farmers 
inister knows this) who have sought assistance precisely because they 
in the area of conflict. That should be made clear. I protested, because 
names of these individuals appeared in the press. The farmers who have 
been protected have received that protection because they were fleeing out 0! 
fear. Several on the list certainly gave cooperation, and some are committed; 
there are also many who have had no association. A distinction must be 
mide between the professional guerrilla fighter and the one who collaborates 
wine to different circumstances, one of which is pressure. 
s Intermediate Commands to Blame for the Torture’ 
tion| Having spent days in the areas of conflict, have you received 
laints from farmers who speak about torture, persecution and assassinations 
the Army, especially the counter-guerrilla groups? Have they also claimed 
that the soldiers sit on the children's stomachs to force them to tell them 
here the guerrillas are? 
\nswer} Of course Ll have heard those complaints. We must have a discerning 
on such matters. They often attack one psychologically. We must 
ilyze the real situation. 
stion] But are the claims of torture and acts in violation of human rights 
nn the part of the Army true? 
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[Answer] Yes, unfortunately, there have been some; but I believe that they 
have declined recently. 


(Question] Then why is Evelio Gomez, from Solita, in the hospital with three 
wounds on his body; a man who claims that, last Sunday, the soldiers commanded 
by a lieutenant subjected him to the ordeal of fire, and that he survived 
miraculously, while hearing that they were firing at his brother in the river? 
This morning, a 70-year old farmer arrived from San Jose de Fragua. He said 
that, last Monday, the Army occupied his rural section and set fire to 
several houses in the vicinity which had been abandoned. Some weeks ago, he 
even heard bombing. 


{Answer} I have no idea about these recent incidents. When I find out about 


specific acts, 1 immediately notify the authorities concerning them. Some are 
being investigated. 


[Question] Do you think that they are deceiving the defense minister? There 
is one particular instance that would lead one to think that this is so. Last 
night, I interviewed Florentino Osorio, who has his property in Putumayo, but 
who was visiting his family in December. This 29-year-old farmer describes 
how, together with six other farm workers, includinz his 60-year-old father 
and an old man aged 70 years, he was buried in a co.mon grave after they had 
been killed with a bayonet thrust in the neck. He pretended to be dead, and 
managed to escape through the river after the soldiers and the lieutenant had 
left. He reached Florencia and hid at the house of Hernando Turbay, adjoining 
the one which had belonged to his father. The politician helped him to reach 
Bogota, and there he met with the defense minister and, according to Floren- 


tino,. "His eyes filled with tears after I told him everything, and he later 
took 2,000 pesos from his pocket and gave them to me. He promised me that 
my life would be preserved and that he would order an investigation to be 


opened and, if the incidents were proven, those to blame would be punished." 
The farmer still has the mark of the bayonet on his throat. 


[Answer] L am unfamiliar with the dynamics of the intermediate commands in 

the military system; but I actually do know that the ones to blame for all 
these problems which the farmers describe are the Army's intermediate commands. 
Therefore, I have recourse to the appeal made by the bishops’ conference: 

"ror the love of Jesus Christ, only savior of the world, and for the love of 
Colombia, our only nation, we ask the civil authorities to keep a close watch 
on their subordinates, so that they will not succumb, from the proper exercise 
of the command that protects and insures public order, to the abuses of repres- 
sion. We ask the brains behind the violence not to injure nor destroy the 
nation's necessary liberties, and those armed with a subversive position to 

lay down their arms; because in harming Colombia they end up destroying hope 
for the humane, just and decent life that we all deserve." 


When Msgr Serna goes to the door of his office to say goodbye, the desperate 
farmers crowd around him asking his protection. 
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| suggest a careful analysis of the farmers’ problems, and solutions provided 
for them. [t so happens that the politicians always arrive with their speeches 
about peace, which in the end turn out to be mere empty talk." 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


BARRANQUILLA INDUSTRIALISTS INTERVIEWED ON ECONOMY 
Bogota CROMOS in Spanish 16 Feb 82 pp 105-108 


(Article: "The Industrialists: ‘Barranquilla Is Run With Politics, Not With 
Judgment!" ] 


[Text] CROMOS posed for several Barranquilla industrialists some topics which 
are key ones in the discussion of the city's economic problems. There were 
differences and there was unanimity, and an impressive instance of the latter: 
Absolutely all of them were of the opinion that the shortcomings in public 
services are seriously hampering the area's development. The questions were 
the following: 


1. In your opinion, what is the current status of the finances, industry and 
commerce of Barranquilla? 


2. How is the smuggling affecting the city's industrial and commercial develop- 
ment ? 


3. How do you view the status of the economy in Barranquilla since the disap- 
pearance of the underground capital? 


4. What are the city's main problems with regardto the development of industry? 


5. Do you think that El Cerrejon and Cerromatoso will ever use Barranquilla's 
economic infrastructure or, on the contrary, will they entail problems for 
its development? 


Arnulfo Diaz, owner of A. Diaz A. (construction materials) 


lL. Note one thing: The industrialists have come to realize that having facto- 
ries on the seacoast is more profitable than keeping them in centers which 

are difficult to reach. This is why the development of the Malambo industrial 
park is important. There is every indication that Barranquilla's industrial 
and commercial prosperity is imminent. 


2, The smuggling in Barranquilla is obvious to everyone. Many think that it 
helps to keep the cost of living at a suitable level. In addition, it gives 
employment to thousands of people with positions as traveling salesmen who 





? 


Nase CO earn wages exceeding the minimum. Of course, needless to say, the 
| TY ; , > i e* Pin t . . ic im ae 2 ; } 
damage to the city’ s finances is immense and unacceptable. 


Che money from the underground economy was spread everywhere. At present 


oncentration of that money is under way. The marihuana continues to leave, 
out it is in the hands of a few individuals. Previously, the boom in this 
type otf capital brought about a terrific rise in the cost of living. Now, 
most of the money remains abroad; but, in any event, a certain percentage is 
entering, as proven by the fact of the increased smuggling, the goods for 


1 


which must be paid for in cash. 


+. The public services are controlled by Barranquilla's rural political 
maneuvering, the patronage and influence peddling. I am talking about the 
public enterprises: water, trash collection and streets; because we have 
| power and telephone service. They are expensive, but we have then. 


». In the first half-year, Morrison, which is responsible for the infrastruc- 
‘ural work at El Cerrejon, provided jobs for over 1,000 individuals. In 
time, that figure will increase to 5,000, which will be nearly everyone in 
barranquilla. There will be a considerable rise in the sale of goods. The 
onest people are encouraged by that new prosperity, which will be a healthy 
prosperity. To be sure, there will be inflation, especially insofar as 
ryices are concerned. But I think, as Dr Lleras Restrepo does, that we 
;0 to bed with inflation, sleep with it, and have good dreams as well. 


illermo Munoz, president of the Aguila Brewery 
rroblems of the various business firms are quite varied, but the 
financial status, though not optimal, is at least Satisfactory. 
iCtempted to modernize it, and to obtain access to the most advanced 
{ ‘nhno! ay in the world. 
industry has been dramatically upset by the smuggling. 
~severtheless, insofar as our product is concerned, it has benefited us. 
| it, we have introduced canned beer on the market, and day by day 

it 1s competing on an equal footing with the foreign beers, owing to its 

iality and price. 


~ LO 


oday, we are experiencing an evident recession. Thanks to the underground 

ley, we have had a prosperity which benefited all producers. But the econom: 

‘annot be based on those foundations. We have sought a real point from which 

we Can start, prominent in which is the El Cerrejon complex, which will put us 
a privileged position. 


fnere are many problems, but perhaps one of the most serious is that of 
iblic services, especially with regard to water and trash collection. Fortu- 
itely, the Aguila Brewery has its own waterworks, and it has not been greatly 


’ 


Barranquilla’s infrastructure will be a good backing for El Cerrejon; and, 
le other hand, the city will receive a great many benefits, which are 
ilready becoming apparent in the new construction. 
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Rodolfo Zambrano, vice-president of Corfiantioquia for the northern zone 


1. Barranquilla's financial and business situation shows some positive features. 
According to the Bank of the Republic, at the close of the year the market 
deposits had increased 25.7 percent, credit 41.2 percent, open market trans- 
actions 98.5 percent and foreign currency purchases and sales 90 percent each. 
The city has a major economic activity in the international financial area. 

2. In view of the nature of Barranquilia's industry, the smuggling has not 

had a serious effect on it. The most vulnerable businesses are the cigarette, 
liquor, textile and household electric appliances firms; and those plants have 
their main headquarters in cities elsewhere in the country. 


3. There was an initial recession, particularly in real estate. Nevertheless, 
the mining projects will replace the turnover of that capital with interest. 


4. The main problem is that of inadequate provision of public services. There 
is a surplus in energy production, but there are distribution problems. The 
production and distribution of water is wanting, although an effort is being 
made for some expansion, just as in the telephone plant. Another problem 

is that of the port. The navigable channel has not been dredged, and there 
are serious shortcomings in the maintenance of the breakwaters. 


5. It is possible that the El Cerrejon and Cerromatoso projects will entail 
some initial problems, but the economic benefits are of such magnitude that 
they will result in a substantial improvement in the living conditions of the 
inhabitants of this section of the country. 


Atit Siman, president of Siman Brothers (Van Heusen) 


|. Barranquilla's economic situation is no different from that of the country's 
other cities. Our own difficulties are associated with the high cost of 
financing. Since our products are sold on credit, we have been forced to 
finance the orders. 


2. The smuggling has upset the entire country. However, that type of illegal 
competition is especially detrimental to the ready-made goods sector with 
which we are associated. 


3. It is obvious that there is a stagnation, which has had an effect on 
property and real estate. 


4, One of the city's most serious problems is that of public services. No- 
where in the world do they pev what Barranquilla pays for energy which, 
incidentally, is very poor. The water and trash collection are very careless- 
ly handled. 


5. El Cerrejon will not benefit barranquilla alone; the beneficiary will be 
the whole country. Thanks to it, there has been a considerable increase in 
our nation's construction industry. 
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foby Setton, owner of Jackson Fashions 


1. Insofar as finances are concerned, it is no secret that Barranquilla is 
experiencing bureaucratic chaos, and that political maneuvering has infested 
all areas of administrative activity. Barranquilla is run with politics, not 
with judgment. Therefore, I believe that the city is in a state of deficit. 
As tor industry, the area's advantages must be taken into consideration. 
Nevertheless, the businesses based on credit have not been able to withstand 
the economic fluctuations. If the majority of business firms are not bankrupt 
it is because the business owners have refused to realize it. Finally, 


Barranquilla's business capacity should be great, but the new assets have no 
major opportunity for proving it. 


2. The smuggling exists for lack of a product. So long as the native industries 
do not polish or refine them, do not compete in price and do not offer what is 
demanded of them, someone will have to supply the consumers. 


}, We are currently experiencing a reality. We must create our economy on the 
basis of this reality. 


+. Barranquilla's basic problem is that of political maneuvering, a term which 
is interpreted as bureaucracy, lack of interest by business in the city and 
administrative disorder. All of whichhas caused this to be the most expensive 


place in South America to set up an industry. 


». El Cerrejon will help us to return to the times when the administration 
J 
was reliable. 


Mario Trujillo, sectional manager of ANDI [National Industrialists Association] 


\. The financial status of the business firms in Barranquilla is disturbing. 


some entered into an arrangement with creditors, which was unheard of previous- 
ly .n the city. But, on the other hand, there are healthy signs of expansion, 
particularly among the natural resources, food and beverage sectors. Note- 
worthy is the creation of an industrial park in the municipality of Malambo, 


with which some business firms have become associated. Insofar as commerce 
is concerned, the situation did not prove so serious as had been thought. 


he smuggling is actually a national problem, which is becoming increasing- 
serious. But it seems fitting to me to make it clear that the merchants 

ind industrialists on the coast are not smugglers. The problem has been 
zenerated in the very structures that are responsible for curbing it. 


3, That capital has had a decisive effect on the city's economic activity in 
recent years, but it has affected in particular the disproportionate valuation 
f real estate. To be sure, it has also affected the rural sector, because the 
best land has been used for the exploitation of illegal products and, further- 
more, the customs of the farmers have been changed, wherein the ultimate cause 
1f the increased crime lies. 
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+. The major one is that of public services, which at one time were a model, 

ich are now a model of what should not be. Political maneuvering has 
invaded the structures of those agencies, which no longer render good service, 
much less sitting down to consider development for the future. The distribu- 
tion of power and the other business firms are faced with a series of problems. 
According to a FEDESARROLLO [Federation for Development] study, the common, 
ordinary citizen in Barranquilla is paying twice the amount paid by the national 
average. It ail stems from the lack of planning. There is no agency that can 
tell the city which course to take and in which direction it should go. The 
second point is the port, which is experiencing a critical time. The navigable 
channel has been reduced to 4 feet, and COLPUERTOS [Colombian Ports Enterprise] 
has not applied any remedy. 


thy 
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>. The foundation of Intercor is Barranquilla. I believe that El Cerrejon will 
cause us to think big again. I hope that the opportunities will be greater 
than the problems. The cost of living will unquestionably increase somewhat. 


Fernando Avila, president of Sonovista Advertising 


l. The city has taken off in the last 10 years. Nowadays, it has recovered 
contidence and interest in investment. We are living in an era of progress. 
2. The smuggling has caused a considerable decline in taxes; it has upset 
organized trade; and it has struck at industries, especially the ready-made 
products industry, which is very strong in Barranquilla. 


3. The underground capital helped to create industries in the city and opened 
up new sources of employment. Hence, it is not ridiculous to claim that its 
presence has been beneficial to Barranquilla. No recession has appeared. 
Since its departure, new business firms have been created, now trade has been 
opened up and a stimulating force has been noted. 


4. There are two problems: energy, which is expensive in comparison with the 
rest of the country, and public services, especially the waterworks. Fortunate- 
ly some reme ites have already been applied, which may resolve the shortcomings. 
5. There will be no problems. El Cerrejon and Cerromatoso will lend a new 
impetus to the development of Barranquilla. There will be progress on the 
consumer level, brought about by the foreign technicians who come to live in 

the city, and plenty of employment; and the construction sector will be 


bolstered. 
lorge Falques, manager of the Coastal Cattlemen's Federation 


|. Barranquilla's financial status is experiencing the same difficult straits 
as that of the rest of the country. 


2. The smuggling constitutes an unfair competition for industry, which pays 
high production costs, while the former arrogantly evades taxes. 
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3. Since the disappearance of the underground capital, our economy has attained 
its previous levels again. People have caught onto the rate of their income, 
which is healthy, not only from an economic Standpoint, but also from the 
standpoint of social health. 


4. The public services are wanting and expensive. We also need a port that 
is geared to the area's needs. 


>. Mining development will afford Barranquilla undreamed-of opportunities. 


The city will have to establish new infrastructural projects, and will have 
excellent sources of employment. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


CARAZO GIVES VIEWS ON CENTRAL AMERICAN CRISIS 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 10 Mar 82 p 17 


[Interview with President Rodrigo Carazo Odio on Salvadoran crisis, in San 
Jose on 9 March by O GLOBO special envoy Paulo Cesar Pereifa] 


[Text] San Jose--Costa Rica's President Rodrigo Carazo Odio said yesterday 
in an interview with 0 GLOBO that the only way out for a peaceful solution 
to the Salvadoran conflict is the elections scheduled for 28 March, for, in 
his opinion, after that contest there will have to be an intensive dialogue 
"with the participation of all sectors interested in Salvadoran politics." 


At the National Theater where he presided over the opening ceremony of the 

UN Latin American regional meeting, preparatory to the World Convention on 
Aging to be held in Vienna in August, Rodrigo Carazo said that, among 

Central America's problems, the main one is accumulated poverty, with minority 
groups struggling to obtain and retain economic and political power in the 
area. 


Moreover, he denied any possibility that Costa Rica would serve as a military b 
base for the United States in the Caribbean area, as reported recently in the 
WASHINGTON POST. 


"There is no possibility of installing military bases in Costa Rica. We do 
not even have bases, for we have no army,” he explained. 


Following is the interview given to 0 GLOBO by the Costa Rican president: 
[Question] Mr President, what is your opinion about President Reagan's speech 


on the Caribbean given before the Organization of American States as compared 
to Mexican President Lopez Portillo's plan for that area? 


[Answer] I agree with both presidents: it is of great interest to us to 
support President Reagan's plan inasmuch as it is a matter of basic assis- 
tance, even though subject to approval by the U. S. Congress: it offers a 
distinct perspective and speaks of fair trade for the Caribbean area. In 
this regard, it is different from anything else the United States has done 
in the area, which, up to now, has been circumstantial financial aid and 
chance presents, with which we were never in agreement. 





[In this case, to open the way for full trade, the United States is changing 
its position, and this is of interest to us. Lopez Portillo's position 
deserves all our support, for we believe that any policy established with 
regard to the Caribbean and Central America must be once and for all without 
discrimination as to nations, for we are not interested in having the United 
States help us to obtain allies but rather to obtain justice. 


[Question] Mr President, has unemployment in Central America due to economic 
problems had repercussions in Costa Rica? 


fAnswer] No. The situation in Costa Rica is much better than in other na- 

tions. According to pessimists, our unemployment rate is 9.2 percent; those 

who are more optimistic place it at 8.9 percent. But 9 percent is an excep- 
ional rate in this area. 


[Question] How many refugees are now in Costa Rica? What is their situation 
and to which groups do they belong? 


[Answer] There are refugees from all groups, all origins and all races. 
Sincerely, it does not interest me to know how many there are, for this 

type of record-keeping affects the possibility of offering refuge, since 
statistics are used by those who oppose our receptivity to all who seek 

our help. 


‘Question] What is the reason for the Central American crisis? 


r] Basically, we have the painful privilege of being on the side of 
ly countries which have many social problems. We have a tranquil 
political and social life. Central America's biggest problem is the accu- 
mulation of many years of poverty, with minority groups struggling to 
maintain the status quo to retain economic and political power. There are 
till serious inequities in international trade, since we pay for what we 
‘rt and they charge us exorbitantly for what we import. In addition, 
major powers want to bring their quarrel to small countries and not to 


ated , 
u ities. 
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‘Question] Do you put Soviet and U.S. meddling in the area in that framework? 


‘Answer] When there is a desire for area domination, the framework does 
matter. What matters is the meddling. 


mHA 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


JUAN MARRERO DISCUSSES VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 
Chemical Warfare 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 15 Feb 82 p 6 


(Commentary by Juan Marrero: "Chemical Death"] 


[ Text ] The Reagan administration decision to engage in the production of new 
chemical weapons has resulted in a vigorous repudiation throughout the world, 
This decision is as monstrous as their plans for the neutron bomb or their de=- 
structive thoughts — at times publicly and loudly voiced — to the effect that 
they might order intercontinental ballistic missiles, strategic air power and 
nuclear submarines armed with ballistic missiles, that is, the so-called Ameri- 
can strategic "triad," to go into action to stop "the Soviet threat," Only 
insanity can lead one to accept such a possibility, Because it would inevita- 
bly lead to the immediate and long-term destruction of human life, The sur- 
vival of civilization would be threatened, as has been demonstrated by scien- 
tists with different ideologies, considering the destructive power of the nuc- 
lear weapons that exist in the world today, Reagan is obviously striving to 
acquire a war machine that will outstrip the military potential of any country 
in the world, in particular the Soviet Union, And so we see how, while he is 
providing the armed forces with nuclear equipment, he is daily devoting more 
attention to the creation, perfection and accumulation of reserves of the means 
for mass extermination, and among them chemical weapons, The United States 
today has at its disposal chemical weapon reserves amounting to over 150,000 
tons and these include over 3 million missiles, tens of thousands of aviation 
bombs, hundreds of thousands of mortar shells and mines and a large amount of 
other chemical supplies, These reserves are stored in the United States and 

in other countries, among them the FRG, The Pentagon spent over $260 million 
on its chemical and biological warfare programs during fiscal year 1981, And 
now, in an attestation to the fact sent to Congress, Reagan has requested $6 
billion for the 5-year period to produce new chemical weapons, The production 
of "binary" weapons involving the use of separate chemical agents which become 
extremely lethal when they combine on being fired or released by the howitzers 
and bombs in which they are carried, The Pentagon is thinking of manufacturing 
two binary nerve-gas weapons: a 155—mm artillery shell and a bomb called 
"BigeEye" which will be dropped from aircraft, A factory is already being 
built in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, for that purpose, Installation of the new 
weapons in Crucero ground=launched=-missile warheads and in a multiple-missile 
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stem is also being investigated, The Yankee imperialists are also threaten- 
ings tne world with chemical death, Monstrous, isn't it? The topic has not 
oeen exnausted, which is why we will continue to discuss it in our next issue, 


U.S, ‘Propaganda! 
ivana GRANMA in Spanish 16 Feb 82 p 6 


-\ * WH, naitt 3. 
ommentary by Juan Marrero: Deceitful Propaganda"] 


| Text | A few months before the Reagan administration decided to request the 
washington Congress for authorization to initiate production of new chemical 
weapons, the Yankee imperialist propaganda apparatus began to pave the way for 
an attempt to justify this monstrosity to the American and world public, In 
U,o, newspapers, on U,S, radio and television and, of course, through the press 
agencies of the machinery for misinformation, they began to weave a tissue of 
Savage and absurd tales about the use of chemical weapons against the "rebels" 
aos, Kampuchea and Afghanistan, It was claimed that "the poisons were 
venerally dropped from aircraft in the form of a yellow cloud or powder, which 
was sometimes also red,..." A big fuss was made over this last November, 
Alexander ilaig's voice could not be left out of the show, Making the lie of- 
(icial, Haig said that "all indications as to who has produced and distributed 
tnese internationally banned weapons point to the Soviet Union," A few years 
wo, who was it who used over 100,000 tons of chemical agents in the criminal 
ese War in the course of 41 operations; who was it in that war who used 
s that affected 10 percent of the tilled areas of Vietnam, irreparably 
maging the ecological and land systems; who was it who in Indochina left 
netic consequences among human beings who were born after the war with ail- 
ments and deformations; who xs it who since 1925 has refused to Sign an agree- 
ment tnat would ban the production of chemical weapons, despite the support 
that this aspiration of the whole world has had in the UN General Assembly 
ind at other international conferences, only to suddenly appear Saying that 
coese weapons were banned and, furthermore, deceitfully accusing the USSR of 
producing and using them? Even the Cuban Revolution got its share of the 
slanderous language of the imperialists, Newsman Jack Anderson, closely con- 
ved with the CIA and, naturally, well paid by it, at that time wrote in 
newspapers that "secret intelligence reports reveal that certain amounts 
ene itussian lethal toxin, tricothecina, or T+2, which has killed thousands 
eopie in Afghanistan and Indochina, have been deposited in Cuba for pos- 
se against the United States" and, with the unwholesome intention of 
Larming the American public with the idea that "this represents a severe threat 


re? 


u 
e security of the United States," These lies, which were then daily ut- 
tered, had a purpose that we can today see with absolute clarity: to attempt 


‘eate an atmosphere psychologically favorable to their plans for producing 
w chemical weapons and, in particular, to see to it that Congress would ap= 
‘ove the funds for doing so, The Yankee imperialists operate in this sinister 
iid immoral way, Through facts like those we have exposed, we can appreciate 
vne Tact that they are as shameless as hypocrites, as farcical as cynics, as 
an as bandits, They are the worst delinquents there are in the world, 
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Guatemalan, Salvadoran Elections 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 18 Feb 82 p 6 


(Commentary by Juan Marrero: "Election Farces"] 


[Text] On 7 March there will be presidential elections in Guatemala and on 
28 March in El Salvador to constitute the National Assembly, This is no joke; 
it is dead serious, In these two Central American countries — paradises for 
military tyrannies for many decades — where murders are counted in the thou- 
sands every. year, the most ele2mentary human rights are violated, oligarchies, 
neni. military and Yankee imperialists are developing a true war of extermi- 
ation of the people, martial law is still in effect and curfew rings at every 
hour of the day and the night, there will be elections, The military regimes 
of sl Salvador and apigpeets as well as the Washington government, are laying 
great emphasis on saying hat the elections have an me, the most illustrious 
name of "democratic," Gertainiy this is the most shameless thing one has ever 
neard, but what can you expect of people like Romeo Iucas Garcia, Jaime Abdul 
Gutlerrez, Jose Guillermo Garcia, Duarte, etc,, to mention only the lackeys, 
not the masters? The people of zl Salvador have not had democratic elections 
in over half a century, ‘The last ones were in 1931, months after the military 
dictator, Maximiliano Hernandez, had led a coup d'etat, And in Guatemala the 
last democratic elections were in 1953 when the people elected Jacobo Arbenz 
president, The following year the CIA and the mercenaries took it upon them 
selves to put an end to the dream, And from then until now the whole thing 
has been a farce, Those military leaders who have the closest ties with the 
big imperialist interests, the oligarchy and the upper middle class are gotten 
rid of and installed, In both El Salvador and Guatemala, this year's elections 
nave one characteristic that none of the previous ones had: There is a popular 
insurrection, an armed war between oppressed and oppressor, exploited and ex- 
ploiter, which makes it harder for the government in power to be able to get 
the cat to be taken for a mouse this time, The election farce is more obvious 
today than ever before in both countries, And in the case of El Salvador, 
there have been governments that have refused to go along with the maneuver of 
legalizing antidemocratic elections like those the genocidal junta and the 
Reagan administration have been preparing for months, Thus, these past few 
days there have been declarations by the governments of Canada, Denmark and 
Norway, for example, announcing that they will not send any observers to the 
Salvadoran elections, Reagan's assurances to Congress as to "significant ad- 
var ces" with regard to human rights in Hl Salvador have neither been accepted 
nor believed by the different governments allied with Washington, Other govern- 
ments like those of France and Mexico, have stuck to their joint declaration 
of last September to the effect that, to solve Salvadoran problems, the pat- 
riotic forces represented in the "PMN [Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front] - 
PDR [Revolutionary Democratic Front] should and must be included, something which is 
against the tide of history, the imperialists and their Salvadoran lackeys 
refuse to accept, Let us not, however, imagine that there will be no observers 
at the Salvadoran elections, The imperialists have the OAS, which has announ= 
ced that it is sending three observers, We know in advance what their con-= 
clusions will bes What open and clean conduct throughout the entire election 
process! Mass attendance of the people! Exemplary attitude of the army in 
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licing the bailot boxes! And so on in the Yankee style; excuse me 
style, After ail, we were guilty of no sacrilege; it is all the same 


._ As 
tne OAS 


U.S, Policies 
navana GRANMA in Spanish 20 Feb 62 p 6 


(Commentary by Juan Marrero: "Airs of a Paliceman"] 
i Text | The anachronistic policy of gunboats and a big stick is once again 
being brandished by the Yankee imperialists in the Caribbean in their eager- 
ness to interf re with social justice and genuine democracy in the region and 
the peoples‘ decision “o gain and defend their independence, sovereignty, ter 
ritorial integrity and self-determination, Reagan believes he is living in the 
Gays of Theo ore Roosevelt and that he is going to intimidate people with a 
policy of force, The AF [Agence France Presse] has just reported from Washing 
ton that, “more and inore concerned over the deterioration of the situation in 

Sl Salvador and Guatemala, the government of the United States has decided to 
strenethen its military disposition" in the Caribbean region, The dispatch 

adds that the Yankee navy has begun to move "its new superfast hovercraft 

patrol boats, armed with Harpoon missiles, six of which will be put into opera- 
tion before March," toward the air and naval base at Cayo Hueso, It also men-= 
tioned that the Pentagon will reopen part of the base to receive six destroyers, 
ording to the report, Yankee Vice Admiral James Lyons, the commander of the 
itiantic Fleet, said that during the next few months the United States will 
crease its naval presence in the Caribbean "in order to demonstrate the in- 

t it accords this vital region," He announced that two more aircraft 
carriers will be sent to the Caribbean and did not exclude the possibility that 
tne Pentagon might decide to create a permanent naval force in the Caribbean, 
can see, the imperialists go on believing that the Caribbean is an "Aneri= 
an lake" and that, regardless of the language they may speak — Spanish, Mme 


lish or shear —— the peoples of this region ought to unconditionally submit to 
the U.S, policy, in particular with respect to hostility and plans for aggres- 


wainat Cuoa, Nicaragua and Grenada, whose victorious revolutions are en- 
raging the struggle for liberation ofa all the peoples of the continent, A 
the days of Theodore Roosevelt at the start of this century, Reagan has 
sumed the airs of a policeman, But he cannot get it into his head that times 
ve changed, Roosevelt lived in an era during which the most intensive and 
id growtn of the American monopolies was taking place, His chauvinist, 
rventionist and expansionist policy helped the United States to increase 
its wealth and prepare itself to displace Imgland as the primary imperialis 
wer in the world, On the other hand, Reagan lives in an era during which ‘the 
States is immersed in a recession, inflation is on the rise, there are 
million unemploye Americans and corruption and frauds are eating away 
rican society as never before, Roosevelt lived in an era during 
ch anti-imperialist awareness was still incipient in Latin America, Reagan 
lives in an era during which anti-imperialist feeling is more and more pro- 
unced, during which people demand and are ready to shed their blood because 
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they respect values like independence, sovereignty and self=<determination, 
juring the Roosevelt era, socialism was merely a dream; today it is a reality, 
verything is very different, The Caribbean is very different, And, of course, 
those who take on the airs of a policeman mst get it into their heads that 
people's response will be quite different too, 
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GUYANA 


FORCE NAMED TO PULL NATION OUT OF ECONOMIC SLUMP 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 24 Mar 82 p 5 


[Text] 


GEORGETOWN, Tues., (Cana) 

GUYANA GOVERNMENT has announced establishment of a special task 
force te spearhead the ree of an economic programme to pull the country 
out of its state of virtual bankruptcy. President Forbes Burnham first hinted 
at the task force during his address to the nation on the eve of Guyana’s 12th 


anniversary as a Cooperative Republic on February 22. 


Guyana has slumped into 
its worst foreign exchange 
crisis, mainly as a result of 
severe shortfalls in earnings 
last year from the three 
pillars of its economy — 
Sugar, rice and bauxite — 
which together lost about 
$200 million. 

Government has already 
introduced a number of 
measures, including import 
cuts to save foreign ex- 
change and retrenchment 
in the public sector, to re- 
duce its expenditure. 

The task force is headed 


by the Speaker of the 
National Kesemnbly. Sase 


Naraine, and has as its man- 
date ‘“‘to ensure that meas- 
ures taken to strengthen 
the economy are expediti- 
ously implemented. 


Other members are Presi- 
dent Burnham's chief politi- 
cal adviser, Elvin 
McDavid; Minister in the 
Office of the President, 
Harun Rashid; acting 


economic adviser to the 
President, Desmond Hoyte; 
deputy chief planning offi - 


cer, Clearance Blue, busi- 
nessman, Bunny Fernandes, 
and the head of the Interna- 
tional Economy Coopera- 
tion Department in the 
Ministry of Economic Plan- 
ning and Finance, Lawrence 
Mann. 

The State-owned Press 
recently reported that the 
Guyana Government had 
been unable to meet its con- 
tinuing payment commit- 
ments for the nationalised 
Sugar and bauxite industry, 
and had seught some re- 
scheduling. 








COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


SUGAR INDUSTRY IN DIRE STRAITS; LOW PRODUCTIVITY PERSISTS 


London THE CARIBBEAN & WEST INDIES CHRONICLE in English No 1566, Feb/Mar 82 
pp 26-27 


{(Excerpt] As Jamaica's 1931-82 sugar crop gets under way there are increasing 
indications that failure to perform creditably could well sound the death 
knell for the industry. 


Sugar in Jamaica, once king, had to abdicate that title to the forces of man- 
ufacturing, tourism and bauxite/alumina. 


King sugars decline has been sharpest since the mid 1970's. 


Up to 1968 Jamaica had been producing an average 450,000 long tons of sugar 

a year. Between 1968 and 1976, although in decline, the island could look 
forward to at least 350,000 tonnes. But then it recorded in 1977, 291,000 
tons; 1978, 300,768 tons; 1979, 265,903 tons; 1980, 246,706 tons and in 1981, 
the industry hit rock bottom. Producing only 20:i,000 tons. It was the worst 
figure in 30 years. 


The reasons for the decline of the Jamaica sugar industry are numerous, and 
stretch way back to the days when the British multi-national company, Tate 
and Lyle, through one of its subsidiaries, was in control of the Jamaica 
Industry. 


But the cause for the dilemma most often heard from Government and ruling 
Jamaica Labour Party \JLP) spokesman is the alleged inadequacy of the previ- 
ous administration headed by Michael Manley. It had allowed the industry to 
limp along with inefficiency, waste, corruption, bad management and without 
vital inputs, the charges go. 


By and large, what happened to sugar in Jamaica in the later 1970s was a mere 
reflection of the dire economic problems the country faced during the period. 


A balance of payments crisis made foreign exchange scarce, which meant that 


certain inputs, like fertilisers, spares and equipment for the industry could 
not be bouyht, and the crops suffered. 
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ome stages it suffered from uncontrollable elements: at first it was a 
irought that lert the canes under nourished. Then there was a flood that ham- 
pered harvesting and the canes, sucrose camtent. 


Jamaican sugar industry had also suffered from the bane of most sugar- 
producing countries--the twin-killers, smut and rust disease. 


fact, to battle this the Manley Govemment in 1979-80 started a programme 
o replant 2,000 acres annually with disease-resistant varieties. 


cr eH 
pa 


While this programme is making headway, there is still serious cause for con- 
cern, for up to the end of last crop as many as 39,000 acres or 15 per cent 
of the land in sugar, still hat that highly disease susceptible variety of 
cane: HJ574Q. 


During the last crop, the Seaga Govemment, which came to office in November 

1980, said that it was putting in place the requirements of the industry, and 
it forecast that the 1981-82 crop would be up 20,000 tons on last years, with 
annual incremental increases, rising to 330,000 tons by 1985. 


Prime Minister Seaga, however, told parliament last month, that despite the 
fact that his Government had increased inputs to the industry, the present 
-rop would yield no more than the last. 


"Tt is absolutely clear that the industry needs major restructuring to restore 
roductivity as well as gross tonnage and this, in turn, requires capital in- 


puts, Mr Seaga said. 


ie made it clear that the industry was not viable at 200,000 tons and would 


8 


llapse if the low output persisted. 


Declared the Prime Minister, "the sugar industry has one last chance to re- 


leem itself from all the bad management, insufficient work, poor cultivation 
nadequate supplies of the past. 


covermment is prepared to give it full support in restructuring services 
oing crop, so that with the right inputs we shall se 
F ve 
‘ | 


supplies for this comi 
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r Seaga then disclosed that the management of the eight sugar factories 
National Sugar Company (NSC) would be re-organised in the drive 
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e 
to improve the industry. 
monstrate the inefficiency he compared Jamaica with Barbados. 
irbados, Mr Seaga said, produced 150,000 tons from 40,000 acres of land, us- 


ng six factories, compared with Jamaica 200,000 tons of sugar from 120 acres 
ing a dozen factories. 


~ 
— 


. factory of comparable size in Barbados employed 95 workers against 457 in 
Jamaica and the Barbados worker averaged 184 tons of sugar compared with 58 
tons produced by the factory employee. 








However, the only concrete measure for restructuring the industry, apart from 
the closure of one NSC factory, was the winding up of the sugar workers 
co-operatives. 


In 1975 the Manley administration allowed the setting up of co-operatives on 
vast tracts of land the Government had bought when the multi-nationals de- 
cided to end their sugar activity in Jamaica. 


The lands were sub-divided and leased to the co-operators, and J$5.3m still 
owing to the workers in severance pay was ploughed back into the venture. 


The co-operatives had had, for various reasons, not least being inherited 
debts, a checkered history, and in its election manifesto Mr Seaga's JLP said 
they were consistent with its policies. 


"...However, they need to be strengthened and the JLP will allocate the neces- 
sary funds for the technical assistance which is needed to improve the effi- 
ciency of the co-ops,” the manifesto said. 


But at mid-year the Government made a shift and asked the registrar of co- 
operatives, Anthony Drummond, to look into the organisations. 
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MLINGAo AON ra2AVEO ODAUVA VE RNMENT CREDIT FOR REVIV\ ING TOURISM 


~ TUP NHATT.VY CITFANER re 5 » ~~ 7 
on THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 Mar 82 p l 


JAMAICA'S TOURISM 
INDUSTRY, the country’s second 
largest earner of foreign exchange, 
has a promising future ahead of it 
now. The new Government under 
Prime Minister Edward Seaga is over- 
coming the problems of revitalising 
the product and encouraging visitors 
to return to the island. | 


This was the message that Dr. Marco 
Brown, Mini vr of State for Tourism, 
had for a gathering of leading travel 
industry figures who attended a Jamai- 
can evening held earlier this month at 
the Tara Hotel in London. 


According to Dr. Brown, whcse_ visit 
to London followed what was a trip to 
the JTB trade show in Berlin, Jamaicas 
economy has experienced a remarkable 
turn-around since the Seaga government 
came to power in October 1980. The 
country's economy is now enjoying a posi- 
tive growth rate of 1.5 percent - per 
annum compared with eight years “in 
the wilderness” with negative growth dur- 
ing the 1970s. 

“Tourist arrivals on the island during’ 
the first two weeks of February this year 


were up by 44 percent over the same 
period in 1981,” said Dr. Brown, “and 
the island has been 100 percent fuil 
since the middle of December, apart 
from one week in January when occu- 
pancy levels fell to between 60 ahd 70 
percent 


DR. BROWN WENT ON to outline 


several new areas of Tourism currently 
being developed in the island, including 
the provision of additional camping facil- 
ities and self-catering accommodation 
both on the coast and further inland. 


A total of 2,000 extra beds for holi- 
days of this type have already been iden- 
tified by the newly-formed Jamaica 
Camping and a Association. and 
additional accommodations are to be 
put in place for the 1983/1984 season. 


This approach has alreacy proved very 


‘successful on the Continent, and these 


holidays are. soon to be marketed 
aggressively in the U.K. 

More marine parks are also to be set 
up around the island's famous coral reefs 
to conserve reef wildlife and provide an 
added attraction for tourists. Twelve 
such parks are planned and these should 
all be operational by next Winter. Plans 
are also being considered for two new 
yacht marinas in Montego Bay and King- 
ston. These will cater principally for flo- 
tilla and “bare-boat” chartering. 

Together with the upgrading of most 
of the hotels on the island, which has 
now taken place, the Jamaica Attrac- 
tions Development Company, with a new- 
ly-appointed Executive Board, has been 
improving Jamaica's current tourist 
attractions and is actively searching for 
new sites to develop during the coming 
months. 

Dr. Brown told his London hearers: 
“Jamaica is back as a major tourist desti- 
nation, and we are smiling again.” 








COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


THREE WORLD BANK LOANS LARGEST FOR JAMAICA AT ONE TIME 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 25 Mar 82 pp l, 15 


[Text] Three loans to Jamaica totalling U.S. $95.8 million--the largest to 
Jamaica at one time were approved in Washington D.C., yesterday by the World 
Bank. 


According to a news release from the Bank, the loans which are to provide 
support for the Govermment's structural adjustment programme and for the 
Kingston Free Zone, will support a programme designed to increase Jamaica's 
agricultural and industrial production and exports. 


The loans are: U.S. $76.2 million for a structural adjustment programme; U.S. 
$6.1 million for technical assistance to support the structural adjustment; 
and U.S. $13.5 million for the expansion of the free-zone project in Kingston. 


According to the news release, the three operations are part of the World 
Bank's lending programme for Jamaica during fiscal year 1982. The three 
loans together represent the largest amount approved at the same time for 
Jamaica. 


The loans are for 17 years, including four years of grace, with interest at 
11.6 per ce.t a year. They also carry an annual commitment charge of 0.75 per 
cent on undisbursed balances. The loans for structural adjustment and for 
technical assistance have also a front-end free of 1.5 per cent on the amount 
of each loan. 


THE (US)$76.2 MILLION LOAN will support the programme of structural adjustment 
as outlined in a development policy statement that the Jamaican Government has 
submitted to the Bank. The structural adjustment programme seeks to promote 
economic recovery and sustained growth through an export-oriented development 
strategy that emphasizes the dynamic role of the private sector. 


he structural adjustment programme provides for policy actions in four major 
areas: savings and investment, balance-of-payments management, agricultural 


policy, and industry. 


With regard to savings and investment, the Government seeks to increase do- 
mestic savings rates, promote increased private investment levels, and 
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OUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


HOUSE AMENDMENT BRINGS ALPART INTO TAX=-PAYING STATUS 


r 
c? 


-on THE DAILY GLEANER in English 25 Mar 82 p 2 


An amendment to the consumption and had 


Bauxite and Alumina 
Industries (Special Provi- 
sions) Act to allow Alpart 
to be declared an associ: 
ate producer. was approv: 
ed by the House of Repre- 
sentatives on Tuesday. 

The Prime Minister and 
Minister of Mining. the 
Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga., 
who piloted the resolu: 
tion, said it was aimed at 
bringing Alpart legally 
into the tax-paying 
regime of the Bauxite 
Levy. 

Provision had not been 
made for Alpart to be so 
designated, which would 
have allowed the com: 
pany to be brought with: 
in the levy-paying 
regime. and to rationalize 
its land-holdings so as to 
fulfil the 40-year 
requirement. 

Opposition support for the 
measure came from Mr. 
Horace Clarke who saw it 
as ‘‘a tidyitng-up 
operation. 

Mr. Clarke said that 
Alpart had been taking 
steps to reduce its energy 


plans to improve its effi: 
ciency. He noted that the 
company has the neces: 
Sary infrastructure (to 
enable substantial expan- 
sion to take place. 

With the new levy regime 
settled and the regu: 
larization of its position. 
“we now pave the way for 
Alpart on the completion 
of its improvements to 
undertake expansion in 
due course.” 


Closing the brief debate. 

Mr. Seaga commended 
the company for achiev: 
ing the highest level of 
production in the past 
year. 


Notwithstanding diffi- 
culties, « had been able 
to achieve near capacity 
by sheer determination 
and by the dedication of 
the workers and manage: 
ment. Mr. Seaga said. 


“I am looking forward to 


the company being able 
to settle the areas of 
uncertainty and to be 
poised for expansion, he 
declared. 








COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


CONCERN OVER EFFECTS OF CENTRAL AMERICAN VIOLENCE 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR 25 Mar 82 pp 34-A, 36-A 


[Text] While Samy David D., director of political investigations, Secretariat of 
Government, indicated yesterday that violence in Central America will not cross 
the country's southern border and says that the country's authorities are main- 
taining "normal vigilance in that area," members of various political parties 
warned that the government must maintain a state of alert because of the events 
in Guatemala and "because of the danger deriving from those who escape that con- 
flict situation." 


Aurora Navia, Gumersindo Magana, and Alejandro Sobarzo, PRI [Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party] deputy, leader of the Mexican Democratic Party, and Chairman of 

the Lower Chamber's Foreign Relations Committee, respectively, also noted that the 
coup d'etat in the neighboring country had swept away the prodemocratic impetus in 
that nation and emphasized that it must be rejected "like any other outbreak of 
violence in Central America." 


The official from the Secretariat of Government noted that no extreme measures have 
as yet been taken to prevent the influx of illegal Central Americans and declared 
that there is no danger of violence due to social differences on Méxican territory. 


"We have an election process going on, a calm climate, and a political reform in 
progress," he scid, "as demonstrated by the fact that there are seven presidential 
candidates and many people running for both houses, all of whom have been nominated 


} 


by nine political parties." 


PR Deputy Aurora Navia remarked that it has been calculated that approximately a 
million Central Americans might arrive here "and create troublespots"; she said 
that, in view of this, "we must be alert so that guerrilla groups will not infil- 


tt 


trate. 


In a marked alarmist tone, the lady legislator asked the Chamber's Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee to act so as "to analyze the situation" because "thousands" of 
Central Americans "may drive Mexicans out of their jobs." 


According to the PRI deputy, the Constitution provides that, at moments such as 


this one, the right to asylum can be restricted because the interests of the 
Mexican people are involved.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


CHURCH CREATES COMMITTEE TO AID REFUGEES 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 25 Mar 28 p 35-A 


{Text} The Mexican bishops yesterday established a Temporary Refugee Aid Committee 
to help the thousands of Central American refugees who are fleeing from the war 

and who have sought protection even in the southern part of Mexican territory; 

the committee is chaired by several bishops headed by Ernesto Corripi Ahumada, 
Cardinal-Archbishop of Mexico. 


In a report by the secretariat, prepared by Msgr Genaro Alamilla, we read that the 
Mexican bishops did not fail to take into consideration the afflictive situation 
of the churches in Central America and the sister peoples, a situation which was 
dangerously accentuated in recent months. 


The Church of Mexico, in some way and to the extent that it can, the report says, 
works in some of those countries to join in the charity effort which has reached 
those nations from so many directions with the evangelical participation of the 
goods of the spirit and material goods because the clamor of brothers suffering 
in various forms reaches everybody. 


The report adds that the need in the Central American area has become so great 
that quite a few inhabitants have been forced to seek refuge at least temporarily 
in other countries in view of the difficulties they are encountering in living in 
their own home countries with human dignity. 


Mexico has been one of those countries that receives thousands of immigrant re- 
fugees and the dioceses of Tabasco, Campeche, San Cristobal las Casas, and Tapa- 
chula, primarily, through the mercy of Christ find themselves convinced that they 
must come to the aid of the brothers who arrive with their undeniable need. 


Knowing that not all needs can be met, the bishops agreed to establish a temporary 
committee to collect emergency aid, including aid to cope with health problems 
which obviously arise in refugee camps or shelters. 


In Last night's announcement, the bishops declared and emphasized that "they 
Follow no political commitment, nor are they moved by any ideology except prac~ 
tical humanism and Christian charity. This action has nothing to do with the 
philanthropic and plausible action of the government and of other organizations 
that might come in to help. This committee goes into action at a moment of emer- 
gency on a church level and its operation therefore is temporary, modest, and 
limited." 

To collect aid, the committee opened an office at 106 Tintoreto Street under the 
direction of Msgr Carlos Talavera, a member of the Pastoral Commission. 
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rning interest rates, the ANEC leader said that there must be a gradual re- 
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duction in active interest rates collected by the banking systen, particularly 
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Cc 
lose cases where financing is intended for the expansion of installed capa- 
ind new expansion projects. 


iddition to reducing financing costs, he explained, the measure would prevent 
ing impact on final prices charged for the goods that are produced, 


ing the meeting with the chief executive it was also noted that selective 


ocedures regards imports must be instituted; it is also necessary to draft a 
eign trade policy that will be "more together" in terms of its resources so as 


ichieve higher goals in foreign Sales, fundamentally in manufactured items, 


a key part of the development Strategy. 


submitting their proposals to President Lopez Portillo, the ANEC leaders 
invited himto attend the association's tenth annual meeting to be held in 
ity this coming May. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


HISTORIAN ANALYZES COUNTRY'S POLITICAL, ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 


. 2 i ToD : , Sat ‘ am 4. a 
Lima OIGA in Spanish 8 Mar 82 pp 29-35 


[Text] Although some sarcastically call him "oracle" and others say that he 
only predicts catastro obey Pablo Macera is unquestionably the most famous 
historian in Peru. From a position that is influenced, as he himself recog- 
nizes, by socialist ideas--Macera calls them "progressive"=-he is a lucid ob- 
server Of political events in the country. 


Last week Macera gave OIGA a long interview in which he talked about current 
topics like the BIC [expansion unknown] and Langberg cases. He also referred 
to the economic and political situation and noted that there is a vacuum in 
the country. There is no "general raison d'etre" and as long as this remains 
true, "prosperity under any economic model is worthless." The following are 
excerpt -s from the interview. 

[Question] In the interview you gave OIGA last November, you said that 1 982 
was going to be a critical year tor the regim Some called you a “"pred:.ctor 
of catastrophes," a "soothsayer." Before discussing o ther topics, I woud 
like to ask what you think of those adjectives? 


[Answer] I assume that those people would have to call the prime minister the 
> e he admits that this year is going to be one of the most difficult 
years for Peru. The depression is spreading, especially with regard to the 
middle and lower classes whose buying power is decreasing, no matter what of- 
ficial statistics say. As to the danger zone I indicated beginning» in gel 
and April, I believe that one of the contributing factors is the sadomas. chi 
tic circumstance that combines tuition expenses as well as payment of taxes in 
ingle month, March. These acésmmlate and reach levels that are unbearable 


For the richest people. | $ 
estion] Why the connection between taxes and tuition? The middle class, 
typical head of the household with three or four children who has problems 
when enrolling them in school, does not generally pay taxqs. Those who )a\ 
taxes in the majority of cases do not Nave problems paying tuition for their 
children. ‘ 
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the state. We cannot compare the amount to the payments of the top 

ayers but their own low incomes. 

11 iS also a key month in the social tension cycle because we magically di- 
ur time on the Peruvian coast into three months of vacation and good na- 

> in the summer and a long, dreary period of work for 9 months. Possibly 

conflicts begin in the teaching sector since the recognition granted was 

Satisfactory. 1 am an advocate--and I say this clearly--of format 


i 
Front that includes university professors. t is necessary 


. 


end that nonsense of the impoverished professors of San Marcos who continue 
to be viewed as cCivilist professors of he 19th century. We are poor, simple 
proletarlans wearing ties. In my case, after 25 years of service and as the 
top full-time professor, I earn as much as a municipal bus driver and less 
than many tag ae at my Own university. The government is nurturing a seri- 
is rebellion the universities. In the first place, it has excluded us 
fr administrative recognition and educational recognition. The Ministry of 
conomy has refused to grant the increase recommended by the Ministry of Edu- 
cation. The worse thing is that a government that is continually rubbing our 
seS in its popular votes is applying an eile thy. te gel university policy. All 
State measures favor the private university and hurt the national univer- 
: SS. For example, the University of San ve ang Cannot use 1tS Own resource 
crease Salaries. The story is different fc ri Catholic University which is 
led private when it is only half and half or, let us say, 20 percent pri- 
and 80 percent national. The latter is the percentage Oi its budget that 
from State allocations. That university does not have restrictions on 
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[Question] Much has been said about a change in econamic policy but, until 
now, the opposition has not been able to shape a feasible alternative. 


[Answer] The responsibility must be shared. The government is more to blame 
Since it has sufficient instruments for information and power, more than the 
opposition. Jl want to tell you, for example, that I am not ore of those who 
condemn the increase in public expenses. It seems confusing to me that some 
groups of the opposition, at this point in the 20th century, accept the argu- 
ments that Pedro Beltran brandished, establisiing a simplistic relationship 
between public expenses and inflation. Public expenses can produce inflation 
Dut not always. They do not produce inflation if the expenses are connected 
with a revitalization of the production system. Now, if public expenses in- 
crease and the necessary measures are not taken to revitalize the production 
system, then that inc:’ease in public expenses is inflationary. Consequently, 
wnat I reproach the government for is not increased public expenses thrm- 
Selves but not taking tne necessary measures to revitalize the production sys- 
tem, to orient the expenses toward greater production, greater employment and 
sreater general capacity tor expenses. 


1 an not against the foreign debt but the foreign debt must be subject to very 
strict norms. Therefore, it is imprudent, to say the least, for Minister 
Kuczynski and the AP [Popular Action] majority to cry to slip through a juicy 
credit for billions. This was not accidental beceuse there is a second exam- 
ple that demonstrates the Executive Branch's iendeucy toward inorganic debt. 

I am referring to the Restoration Contract (Mantaro powerplant). Deputy Alan 
Garcia criticized the conditions agreed on. There is an even more serious for- 
mality which has not been stated: there is no authorization to draw up that 
contract under the "Omnibus" Law (that tries to finance the 1982 budget) or 
of other executive or parliamentary act. The hestoration Contract is an empty 
Contract that does not bind Peru. 


Pernaps the most serious economic problem is the income distribution system 
that the present government maintains. Some years ago, Dr Richard Webb, now 
president of the BCR [Central Reserve Bank], wrote a book on this subject 
that was particularly applauded by Velasco's adversaries who held it up as 
proof that the agrarian reform and other measures of the military government 
did not significantly alter income distribution in Peru. It would te inter- 
esting to learn Dr Webb's opinion of the income distribution that the present 
sovernment with which he is associated encourages. Recent studies reveal 
some key facts. Between 1950 and 1975, all remunerations (wages and salaries) 
totaled approximately 40 percent of the national income. This enabled devel- 
opment of an internal market which was the basis for the Peruvian industrial- 
ization process. Unfortunately, starting with Morales Bermudez, that percen- 

ee began to go down to only 32 percent. The present government inherited 
that trend and does not know how to correct it. According to some economists, 
Peruvian remunerations only represent 29 percent now. If that figure conti- 
nues to decrease , it would be purely academic to speak of the internal market 
and national industry. 


[Question] ! note you have an attitude of some indifference toward what might 
happen with this government; it would be the same to you if it continued until 
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1985 or is interrupted. In other words, are you on the side of those who con- 
dition their support for democracy or one of those who are ready to defend it 
unconditionally? 


[Answer] I don't think anyone acts or thinks unconditionally in politics. Un- 
conditional thoughts or actions are absolutely impolitic in politics. Every 
commitment must be conditional and must be an exchange, a legitimate, clear 
and public trade. 


[Question] I thought Pablo Macera was going to strongly condemn any attempted 
coup during this interview. 


[Answer] Let us be clear. I strongly condemn any coup d'etat. I equally con- 
demn any coup d'etat against the substantive democracy and any internal coup 
by the state against the substantive democracy. I condemn both: I condemn a 
coup from outside and I condemn an internal coup. I condemn the military 
coup that hurts the civilian democracy and I condemn any possible internal ci- 
vilian coup that destroys or diminishes social democracy. 


Look, Peru has progressed a lot in the last 15 years. One of the obvious re- 
sults of the Velasco experiment is that a conventional military coup would be 
difficult in Peru. The discredit of a prime minister or a cabinet might still 
mpromise the stability of the regime in Bolivia and perhaps even in Ecuador 
but this is not true in Peru. What would compromise the stability of the re- 

gime would be policies that compromise order and the social system. 


[he same explanation cannot be given for Pinochet's military coup against 
Allende in Chile as for the many Bolivian coups that are almost a national 
custom or the totally different model in Peru. There are also variations here 
depending on the epoch. 


The Chilean military coup was an exception within the political tradition of 
that country where, as far as I Know, the armed forces only intervened two or 
three times after the 1879 war. The presence of the armed forces was not 

just the result of the failure of a democratic regime but the interruption of 
a peaceful way to socialism, an electoral way to Socialism. What was in play 
there was an international experiment that was tried unsuccessfully in France 
and Italy. The cases of Bolivia, Argentina and Brazil are completely differ- 
ent. We could not give the same explanation for the military coups in Peru 
between 1930 and 1956 as for Velasco's military coup. 


[Question] Then, according to your analysis, the present Peruvian regime would 
be interrupted by an unconventional military coup which would hurt the demo- 
cracy for several decades? 


[Answer] I do not know. It is not definite that this regime is condemned to 
failure. It seems to me that the present government still has an enormous 
margin, unquestionable popularity, adjustments in its policy and perhaps even 
pparent success. I mean it is not definite that, for example, the government 
oil policy (which I am against) will fail under the terms in which it has been 
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designed. It is possible that, without significantly increasing the areas 

of exploration and proven reserves, there will be spectacular growth in oil 
exploitation and exportation. This would not only mean more royalties for 

the State but would also give it a narrower margin to negotiate new debts. 
Therefore, in addition to hiding and forgetting what we consider the defects 
of the government oil policy, there would be a boan. The government would not 
only survive but could even consolidate around it, if not the 46 percent it 
had in 1980, at least one-third of the voters in 1985. 


[Question] And the danger, consequently, would be left behind. 
[Answer] At too high a price, at the price of confusion and waste. 


[Question] Then are the government spokesmen right when they say that the at- 
tacks against the oil policy are part of a plan designed precisely to keep 

the government from being successful, tempting the military with such an in- 
flammable topic? Since we are already on the subject, could you talk about 
the communique questioning the oil policy which you and leaders of the opposi- 
tion signed and which was also signed by a person tied to the military regime 
and the "Modelo Peru" oil contracts? 


[Answer] I agree with you that oil is a politically inflammable subject and, 
therefore, everyone beginning with Minister Kuczynski should be more careful 
with it. I can assure you that, in my personal case, I have never used nor 

an I using oil as a political weapon of any type, especially not--to repeat 
your words--"as a way to tempt the military." What I am saying is that oil is 
the subject of a debate that although political (necessarily) and technical, 
is at the same time a very serious and very responsible national debate. 


The document that you mentioned was an attempt in that direction, an attempt 
which failed in my opinion. Those of us who wrote it saw it as a rough draft. 
It was sent to different people and political groups, not to be signed blindly 
but to be discussed, to be disputed, to learn their disagreements, their gen- 
eral observations, their concrete points of view. It was disillusioning for 
me to discover that the document was treated as one of the many that are su- 
perficially read and signed. For the majority of our political groups, it 
was as if signing the document or similar ones sufficed to excuse their re- 
sponsibility for the country's oil problem. We have witnessed not only how 
the government (which was understandable) but also the opposition publicly 
placed the topic of oil behind others momentarily more important like the BIC 
and Langberg cases. 


[Question] In spite of the fact that you say that these cases are not going 
to merit "more than two lines" in same serious text on Peruvian history, I 
would still like your comments on them. 


[Answer] In the first place, I repeat that we must put them in perspective 


without giving them the publicity that is given them today but also without 
deprecating them, trying to treat them within context. 
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Let us begin with the Langberg case. There are several problems involved. 

The first, which is very serious, is the origin of the information divulged by 
CARETAS. It is possible that it is absolutely true that we have before us 

an extraordinary case of pure journalism. In that case, we must congratulate 
ourselves that a Peruvian magazine has the journalistic infrastructure and ca- 
pacity for autonomous investigation camparable to the WASHINGTON POST. A very 
dangerous alternative is equally possible: that that information came from an 
official source. There were rumors in this whispering city that the Langberg 
file was in one of the highest offices in “2ru. I am one of those who ada- 
mantly refuse to believe this. Some even think that, instead of the alleged 
official Peruvian file, CARETAS might have gotten its hands on an international 
police file. There is no precedent in Peru, in legislation or journalistic 
ethics, to tell us whether CARETAS is obliged not to disclose its source of 
information. However, this wave of assumptions and rumors that connect CARETAS 
with official national and international sources is hurting that magazine's 
image. I would say that, in the final balance, what CARETAS has gained fron 

a major scoop it has lost due to the uncertainty of its readers who continue 

to ask where CARETAS got these facts. 


The same thing happened with the Langberg case as with page 11. APRA members 
thought that bringing up that topic at the last minute in the electoral debate 
would hurt Belaunde. The opposite was true. This also happened with the Lang- 
berg case. If it had been presented a month before or a month after the APRA 
Statement, it would have really hurt APRA. At the time it occurred, however, 
lt aroused a defensive reaction. The Peruvian people have so much experience 
with persecution that they are always inclined to defend the persecuted even 
when they might be guilty. Those who speculated: with a short-term political 
gain perhaps had very sophisticated psychosocial parameters but did not con- 
Sider the psychological make-up of the Peruvian people. 


However, the problem is much more complicated. We are going to assume that Mr 
Lanzberg does not have any connection with drug traffic. However, it is in- 
appropriate in any political party for a private person to achieve the degree 
of influence that he had for economic reasons within APRA. The Langberg 

case also presents the possibility of connections between drug traffic and 

the political parties. I want to say very clearly that I am not stating, 

even subliminally, that Mr Carlos Langberg has personal ties with drug traf- 
fic nor an I going to mention any of the government parliamentarians accused. 
Let us take the matter at the level it is on--the level of suspicion, rumor, 
possibility. Nevertheless, the power that drug traffic reveals is worrisome. 


believe I was wrong when I spoke of a society parallel to normal society. 
[his is one model but there is a worse model where the normal Peruvian society 
ends simply as an Infiltrated Society, a Shell Society, a Masked Society, 
under which the real society, the Drug Society, acts. This is the view that 
the criminals in Lurigancho have of normal society. They use a very refined 
word in sociological jargon; they disdainfully call it the "System" and say 
that it is the glove covering the hand. 


I do not believe that drug traffic can be wiped out with morality campaigns 
in the political parties or by the unlikely destruction of all coca fields. 
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The solutions to be discussed include a very costly but possible one for the 
United States: the purchase from Peru of all the coca crops at the same 
prices as drug traffickers pay. Another solution suggested by psychologist 
Baldomero Caceres is to explore new industrial uses for coca. 


I would not want to end without re‘erring to a matter that equally concerns 
the Langberg case and the Leon Rupp case. There are two types of injustice. 
We usually condemn one of them, illegal injustice, which does not even re- 
spect the formalities of law. There is an even worse injustice because it is 
hypocritical and cunning and covered up by the law. We all hope that this 
will not be the case for Leon Rupp and Langberg. It is not enough for them 
to demonstrate to us that the law is being applied to these two people. For 
the good of the state, for the good of the formal democracy that concerns you 
so much, all questions should be answered so no one believes that this oppor- 
tunity has been chosen to cause harm with the law. 


[Question] What do you think about the BIC case? 


[Answer] Those of us who are ignorant on the matter--that is, 99 percent of 
the Peruvian population (including the 46 percent that voted for Belaunde)-- 
worry about some questions. Is the BIC the only Peruvian bank that committed 
the vices that it is being punished for? It is true that the BIC did not re- 
Spect the bank interest but we now see that the BC has eliminated that in- 
terest for deposits and reduced it to zero. The BCR loaned money to the BIC 
at the interest rate fixed by the BCR, 6 percent. Now the BCR increases that 
interest to 55 percent. it is possible that all these measures have a theore- 
tical, general and doctrinaire justification but the public continues to ques- 
tion whether they are merely measures dictated to hurt Leon Rupp. 


Returning to the Langberg case, the conditions cf minimum political neutrality 
for his objective judgment do not exist. If Mr Carlos Langberg is released 
because he is innocent or for lack of evidence, it would be a serious politi- 
cal blow for the government without mentioning the huge damages that Langberg 
could demand from CARETAS. Hopefully these considerations will not influence 
the attorney general's office. However, many think that, for the reasons men- 
tioned above, Langberg is already condemneu to a long trial. Possibly they 
Will not sentence him but will leave the case open so that the mistake and the 
probable haste of the government will not be obvious in the short run. It 
must be stated clearly that, from the judicial point of view (without going to 
content itself), the attorney general's office has very little evidence against 
Langberg unless it obtains document 002--if it exists--or the indicted Nunez 
changes. 


[Question] The Langberg and BIC cases have started a legal and constitutional 
controversy about the prerogatives of the attorney general's office. What is 
your Opinion? 


[Answer] The attorney general's office is a positive institution that is in an 


experimental stage. It is likely that it will commit initial errors until 
little by little its appropriate jurisdiction becomes defined. For the moment, 
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the most serious problems are not between the two branches--the legislative 

and the judicial--represented by the attorney general's office but rather 

problems within the judicial branch itself. There are many judges at the 

nighest level who feel that their exclusive jurisdiction is being invaded, 

hurt by this new institution which exercises jurisdiction with an experimental 

enthusiasm. These alleged excesses by the attorney general's office have posi- 
tive effects in many cases and, ignoring formalities, justice is achieved. 
There are also negative effects. Without wanting to, the attorney general's 
office has produced real judicial terrorism anong the judges themselves. 

Many of them, fearing censure or sanction from the attorney general's office, 
are commiting the serious injustice of judicial harshness. Under the present 
Climate of terror in the Palacio de Justicia, the judges lean toward the 
harshest extremes of the sentence in order to avoid suspicion. 


All this occurs now when the attorney general's office is in the hands of a 
man of the highest moral quality. Let us imagine what might happen if, in 
the future, that attorney general's office became simply an arm of the execu- 
tive branch and an instrument of political vengeance. Those of us who know 
many members of the attorney general's office would like to send them a dir- 
ect and personal reminder of that experimental nature which I mentioned so that 
they understand that what they are doing today is going to establish what we 
would call amoral jurisprudence in the country. With that ruler, that same 
ruler with which Leon Rupp and Langberg are measured today, many others in 
this country might be measured tomorrow. No one knows what seat he will have 
for Russian roulette. 


[Question] To conclude, a newspaper that has increased its circulation thanks 
to police chronicles and a television program dedicated to "Loco" Perochena 
which has a large audience led many people to ask if there was a decline in 
social values. What do you think? 


[Answer] Nothing has been invented by that newspaper or television channel or 
the pornographic magazines. I would say that, in the worst of cases, they are 
only vehicles through which this is expressed even though there is some "feed- 
ack" or vicious cycle. I am one of those who think that the Peruvian society 
is a final society and President Belaunde, the AP, the present left and APRA 
are not to blame. A social class which I will not give an adjective to is to 
blame. As I have said other times, it has only been a dominating class, not 
a leading class in the country. Today it is resting comfortably, believing 
that it can create a system of police security around it while 80 or 90 per- 
cent of the city lives in a criminal or precriminal state which is statistic- 
ally more likely. This is not going to be solved with police measures which 
are only symptomatological measures. They are necessary but not sufficient. 
To prove it, Minister De la Jara's democratic decency was called ineffective 
but the ineffective harshness of Minister Gagliardi is no better. There have 
been spectacular robberies and an unusual growth in common crime under Gagli- 
ardi, not De la Jara. The actions of "Shining Path" have not diminished. 
Minister Gagliardi's policy has failed and those who said this so loudly and 
insolently when it was a civilian minister like De la Jara must say it now, 
clearly and with the same freedom of expression. 
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[ would also say that economic changes are not enough to stop crime and im- 
morality. There must be new reasons for living which have been lost. For a 
long time, a majority of the population was recognized through APRA and thus 
acquired a general raison d'etre. Today APRA represents at best 30 percent 

of the country and does not offer the same mystique as it did in the beginnirg. 
its religious content has diminished; it is no longer the global explanation 

it was. That vacuum has not yet been filled. Until that raison d'etre is 
discovered again, prosperity under any econanic model is worthless. 


CSO: 3010/1206 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TANNIS INDICATES CONTROVERSIAL SECURITY BILLS NOT DEAD 


ST VINCENT 


London THE CARIBBEAN & WEST INDIES CHRONICLE in English No 1566, Feb/Mar 82 


p 25 


[Text } 


CSO: 


3025/228 


The Cato Government has served notice that it 
has not necessarily abandoned its two recently 
controversial bills, as everybody seemed to think 
was the case. 


Deputy Prime Minister, Hudson Tannis, re- 
cently noted that the two bills were still being 
reviewed and could be brought back when 
Parliament resumes, if it was thought desirable. 

Most critics of the bills were relieved when the 
house was prorogued in July 1981 and neither 
had been proceeded with; it was assumed they 
had died a natural death, though the Cato 
Government had promised only to ‘look again’ at 
the Public Safety and Public Order Bill with the 
assistance of a broad-based committee of citizens 
and to make certain changes in the Essential 
Services (Amendment) Bill, after widespread 
demonstrations in the streets of Kingstown earlier 
this year. 

The fact that Mr Tannis has gone as far as to 
speak favourably of the purpose of the two bills 
raises fears in many quarters in St Vincent that 
the issue of freedom which had been brought into 
question by certain provisions of the bills still 
remains unresolved. 

He described the bills as “safeguarding and 
protecting the well-being of the general public, so 
that St Vincent and the Grenadines can continue 
to be a harmonious and peaceful community.” 

According to the Deputy Prime Minister, few 
people had made the effort to analyse the Public 
Safety and Public Order bill properly and the fact 
that it allowed the citizen to lawfully challenge the 
Government on a wide range of issues made it an 
advance on what existed before. 

As for the Essential Services (Amendment) 
Bill, this was “a very progressive piece of 
legislation which seeks not only to protect the 
community but to advance the interests of 
workers and trade unionism in general.” 

Clearly, the opposition forces in the St Vincent 
Parliament, still engaged in trying to find common 
ground for unity, are unlikely to want to buy Mr 
Tannis’s arguments — not to mention all the other 
sectional interests that originally protested the 
bill. 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CHAMBERS OPENS BROAD CONSULTATION PROGRAM ON PRODUCTIVITY 
Report on Speech 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 23 Mar 82 pp l, 3 


[Text] Prime Minister Geroge Chambers yesterday described the National Con- 
sultation on Productivity as an exercise of the utmost importance to the na-~ 
tional community. 


Opening the Consultation, he told the packed Chaguarainas Convention Hall 
where the Consultation will continue for the next -wo days that Government 
was seeking discussion on a broad basis and all were aware of the problem 
areas which cause national productivity to be below acceptable standards. 


Referring to some of the problems he mentioned in the 1982 Budget Speech, Mr. 
Chambers said: "With this in mind, the Government is seeking a discussion on 
as broad a basis as possible to see if, working together, we can arrive at a 
consensus on the major constraints and on the aciion which must be taken in 
different areas of the economy and the society to increase productivity.” 


The Consultation was first announced by Prime Minister Chambers in the 1982 
Budget Speech and brings together the labour movement, economic organisations, 
professional associations, citizens groups, local government bodies and sec- 
ondary school children. 


In attendance yesterday were all members of Cabinet, members of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate and a cross section of the community. 


Prime Minister Chambers assured that despite the fact that three days had 
been allocated for the Consultation if it was necessary it would continue on 
other days. 


Sincere Effort 

He emphasised that Government wished the Consultation to be regarded as more 
in the nature of a sincere effort to involve the population as a whole in the 
decision making process in a critical area of the nation's business. 

Mr. Chambers, who recently concluded a tour of County Caroni, said that with- 


in recent months he had discerned that there was a genuine desire on the part 
of the citizenry to become more involved in matters of national import. 


99 

















"A substantial amount of work has to be done" he said, "to fully understand 
the implications of continuing low levels of productivity, to gauge the ob- 
stacles to overcome and to decide on steps for a solution." 


"We as a Government wish to hear your ideas, your thoughts and commitments 
which you are prepared to give," he said. 


The Consultation began at 9.45 a.m. following registration of representatives 
of the organisations. 


Prime Minister Chambers, who was flanked and advised during the Consultation, 
by Minister of Labour, Social Security and Cooperatives, Rep. Errol Mahabir, 

and Minister of Industry, Commerce and Consumer Affairs, Rep. Desmond Cartey, 
said in formally opening the three-day talks: 


In declaring open the National Consultation on Productivity at the Chaguara- 
mas Convention Centre, Mr. Chambers, as chairman, said he was mindful of the 
fact that no comprehensive colution to the crucial problem was readily at hand. 


He assured the wide cross-section of the national community present, that the 
Goverment had no pre-conceived ideas of the eventual solutions which should 
be acceptable to the nation. 


“We start with only two underlying assumptions," he noted. "Firstly, that 
the nation is cognisant of the fact that we can prosper only if we work hard- 
er and produce more, and secondly, that we must collectively find the solu- 
tions, or face the consequences." 


All members of the Cabinet were present, and among the capacity audience were 
members of both Houses of Parliament--House of Representatives, and the Sen- 
ate--and representatives of various organisations. 


Memoranda for the consultation were submitted by various departments, organ- 
isations and individuals. 


Declaring open the Consultation yesterday at 9.45 a.m.--15 minutes earlier 
than scheduled--Prime Minister Chambers said: 


“On behalf of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago I welcome you to this Na- 
tional Consultation on Productivity. I am pleased that you have made it pos- 
sible to be present notwithstanding the short notice. 


"I am certain that the presence of such a large body of citizens bears ample 
testimony to the fact that you share my view that WE ARE ubout to EMBARK on 
an EXERCISE of UTMOST IMPORT'ANCE to the NATIONAL COMMUNITY. 


"I have no doubt that when the proceedings are terminated we will all be wiser 
for having shared our experiences with one another. 
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Far More Complex 


"The subject of increased productivity has been discussed in the country and 
written about for a considerable period of time. In its most simplistic form, 
productivity has been defined as the ratio of output to input. 


"On the basis of cur collective experience, however, we know that it is far 
more complex than that. We know that the level of a nation's productive ef- 
ficiency or productivity at any particular time is a reflection of the inter- 
action of a bewildering number of separate but related influences. 


"Wwe also know that rising productivity is the fundamental source of gains in 
real incomes and levels of living and that without such increases in produc- 
tivity the resulting struggle over disposal of the national income is an im- 


portant contributory factor to inflation. 


"All of us are aware of at least some of the problem areas which cause na~ 
tional prcductivity to be below acceptable standards. I mentioned some of 
these when I delivered the 1982 Budget Statement-~absenteeism, poor super- 
vision, wnrealisitc wage demands, complacent management, poor working condi- 
tions, hostility in industrial relations, and a bureaucracy insufficiently 
attuned to the requirements of the work environment. 


"T am sure that you can identify many others. With this in mind, the Govern- 
ment is seeking a discussion on as broad a basis as possible to see if, work- 
ing together, we can arrive at a consensus on the major constraints and on 
the action which must be taken in different areas of the economy and the 
society to increase productivity. 


Practical Actim 


"Because of the extent of the problem and its influence on the national well- 
being and character, our effort during the Consultation should not be exclu- 
sively theoretical or speculative in nature, BUT rather SHOULD REFLECT a RE- 
SPONSE to a SITUATION WHICH CALLS FOR URGENT and PRACTICAL ACTION. 


"I would like to respectfully suggest therefore, that we dispense with rhetor- 
ic and posturing and deal squarely with ways of improving the level and rate 
of increase in national productivity per head, which are the fundamental bases 
on which our living standards rest. 


"In proceeding in this manner, we should remain mindful of the fact that our 
objective is not only greater national output per se, but also possible 
changes in its composition; if I might put the matter slightly differently, 
in a dynamic economy it is expected that at any given point in tim, certain 
sectors will grow more rapidly than others. 


"Durthermore, the introduction of more efficient methods of production could 
well involve the establishment of new forms of organisation so that the ex- 
ploitation of more modem systems and the application of science and technol- 
ogy are accepted and facilitated. 
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"CRUCIAL to all of this, IS the DEVELOPMENT of NEW SKILLS in the population, 
Since there is a direct relationship between the quality of the manpower with- 
in an organisation and, for that matter, within the Nation as a whole, and 
achievable levels of output. 


"Without a doubt, an increasing supply of trained persons, at various levels, 
is necessary to achieve growth in a modem industrial society such as Trini- 
dad and Tobago is rapidly be coming. 


"I am here referring to the development of a body of knowledge and training 
in the professional, sub-professional grades, technicians, craftsmen and op- 
eratives. What I am suggesting, ladies and gentlemen, is that there is a 
clear relationship between extension of education and training and increasing 
levels of productivity. 


Tax Structure 


"Let me say quite candidly that the Goverment is fully conscious of its re- 
Sponsibility to create an overall environment in the country which is condu- 
cive to the stimulation of productive effort. 


IT is recognised that the level of productivity is directly affected by the 
quality of the infrastructure and I remind you that having taken note of the 
argument that there may be some dis-incentive to productive effort in the 
present tax structure, I announced in the 1982 Budget Statement that action 

on the relevant recommendations of the Fiscal Review Committee was being post- 
poned pending the outcome of this Consultation. 


“I made this statement as an indication of the spirit in which Govemment 
would like to see these discussions approached, and to impress upon you that 
this forum ought not to be used for apportioning blame or castigating any 
section of the society, for failure to perform responsibly and effectively in 
its particular field on endeavour. 


"Clearly, that would be sterile and non~productive. The Goverment wishes the 
Consultation to be regarded as more in the nature of a Sincere effort to in- 
volve the population as a whole in the decision-making process in a critical 
area of the Nation's business. 


“I have discemed in RECENT months that there is a GENUINE DESIRE on the part 
of the CITIZENRY to BECOME MORE INVOLVED in matters of national import. For 
my part, I welcome this approach as it is well-known that a Major plank of 
current policy is involvement of the people in their sociel and economic 
development. 


"Accordingly, I thought that because of the magnitude, complexity and urgency 
of the issue of productivity we could attempt to generate through discussion 
and a frank but cordial exchange of views, practical suggestions to deal with 
the problems involved. 
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Added Incentive 


In recommending this approach I am mindful of the fact that no comprehensive 
solution to these crucial problems lies readily to hand. Virtually every 
country in the world, including some with very advanced technological capa- 
bilities, is grappling with declining levels of productivity. 


"The problem has relevance for countries with differing ideological persua- 
sions and economic systems. Like inflation, productivity has become a major 
issue of concem to everyone in both developed and developing countries. 


"Having made this observation, we should not attempt to derive any comfort 
from the universal nature of the problem. In fact, the essential need is for 
an immediate response on our part. 


"The situation which I have described should serve only as an added incentive 
to our collective search for ways and means of increasing productivity 
throughout the length and breadth of this nation. 


"AX substantial amount of work has to be done if we are to fully understand the 
implications of continuing low levels of productivity, to gauge the obstacles 
to be overcome, and to ascertain and define what «re the most effective and 
practical steps to be taken to begin to arrive at a solution. 


Two Assumptions 


"We as a Government wish to hear your ideas, your thoughts andthe commitments 
which you are prepared to give. We do not have pre-conceived ideas of the 
eventual solutions which will be acceptable to the nation. 


"We start with only two underlying assumptions: firstly, that the nation is 
cognisant of the "act that we can prosper only if we work harder and produce 
more and, secondly, that we must collectively find the solutions or face the 
consequences. 


"We owe it to ourselves and to the country to accept the challenge presented 
by this basic and fundamental problem of raising levels of productivity. 
Clearly, the present level of productivity cannot, except in the circumstances 
of the past five years, sustain the levels of living to which we have grown 
accustomed. 


"Tl am certain that if the search for solutions is postponed witil tomorrow we 
may well lose the opportunity to lay the foundations for improving our social 
and economic position in the years ahead, and worse, we might place our nation 
in jeopardy. 


"T believe that there is no more productive way in which we can utilise our 
time over the next three days.” 
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Agenda Topics 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 23 Mar 82 p 3 
[Text] The National Consultation on Productivity, which opened yesterday at 
the Chaguaramas Convention Centre, and which will continue today and end to- 


morrow, is operating within the following timetable. 


9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m., and from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.--without coffee, or tea 
breaks. ¢ 


Participants are permitted to fetch their cup of coffee, tea, or glass of 
juice, on their own time. They are permitted to leave and/or enter the meet- 


ing at any time. 


The various topics on the agenda have been broken down into seven groups. 
They are: 


GROUP 1: The role of Management in Productivity. 

GROUP 2: Quality of the Labour force and Training; Work attitudes and condi- 
tions in the work enviornment; The question of worker participation; Remuner- 
ation, incentives, sanctions and productivity; production losses due to ab- 


senteeism. 


GROUP 3: The effects of the tax regime on work attitude; The relation be- 
tween inflation and declining productivity. 


GROUP 4: Production losses due co -- the utilities, the transport system; 
The effect of regulations and procedures which impact on the conduct of busi- 


ness in the country. 


GROUP 5: The condition of the Capital Stock; the significance for productivity 
of Research and Development; Protectionism and Productivity. 


GROUP 6: Productivity in Agriculture. 
GROUP 7: Culture and Productivity. 

Unionists on Utilities Commission 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 24 Mar 82 p l 


[Text] The Public Utilities Commission has announced the inclusion of trade 
union representatives on the boards of all public utilities. 


Recommendation made to the National Consultation on Productivity calls for a 
review of the boards of all public utilities aimed at including a member nom- 


inated by the union representing the workers. 


The Commission has also suggested that at least one of the board members 
should have training and experience in human resource management. 
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The three-day national consultation, chaired by Prime Minister George Cham- 
bers, began at the Chaguaramas Convention Centre yesterday and the paper sub- 
mitted by the Commission dealt with production losses due to the utilities, 
the transportation and absenteeism. 


Vibrant Unions 


After outlining case studies in utility productivity, the Commission noted 
that the labour force of the utilities was represented in the greater part by 
some of the most vibrant and experienced unions in the country. 





The Commission stated: "With such experience both in terms of unionism and 
their areas of representation, these wnions are of the view, justifiably so, 
that they are in a position to make meaningulf evaluations of management's 
competence and planning and should have a say in the running of the 
organisation. 


“Management on the other hand," the Commission found, "has been particularly 
slow in accepting this development, viewing the union as trouble making, 
holding the country to ransom and wishing to take control of the ope rations 
of the organisation." 


Among the recommendations put forward by the Commission for the improvement 
of the utilities are for all top managers of utilicies and board chairmen to 
attend management training programmes sponsored by the Management Development 
Centre, acting in conjunction with the University of the West Indies. 


The Commission also suggested speedy revision of the rate structure of the 
utilities and the revision for the machinery for rate fixing. 


It was recommended, too, that the Public Utilities Commission should serve as 
an institutionalised equivalent to the accounting to the taxpayer programme 
instituted by the late Prime Minister, Dr. Eric Williams. 


Inflation and Tax 
According to the submission, the Commission feels that the time has come to 
monitor productivity trends in the operations of the utilities and plans to do 


so “on a routine basis from now on." ” 


Data on productivity could provide management with meaningful inputs which 
s could help in making decisions, it was stated. 


® 


Commenting on the tax structure, the Commission stated: "The existing tax 
structure with its narrow income groupings and high marginal rates was de- 
Signed with its narrow income groupings and high marginal rates was designed- 
at a particular point in time in the economic development of the country when 
income levels were relatively low. 


"The substantial growth in money income levels, however, consequent upon ram- 
pant inflationary pressures in recent times has rendered the tax structure 
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outdated, in that, what were considered high level incomes and therefore 
penalised by the progressive structure, can now be classified only as low 
level incomes." 


The Commission pointed out that the levels continued to be penalised at the 
same rates and the tax structure was now constituting a burden on income 
earners. 


The observation, it was pointed out, was a major contributor to the level of 
absenteeism as it related to productivity in the utilities. 


Call for Tax Reform 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 24 Mar 82 p l 


[Text] After an overwhelming consensus developed among participants at the 
National Consultation on Productivity for reform of the tax structure, espe- 
cially company and personal taxation, the Prime Minister, Mr. George Chambers 
announced yesterday the forming of teams which will be expected to study spe- 
cific fields explored. 


These seven team leaders will meet with the Minister of Labour and the Min- 
ister of Commerce and consider with them the persons and organisations who 
should be invited to consider the specific work assigned the separate teams 
and to name a date when it would be convenient for the present Consultation 
to meet in plenary session to work towards producing for the Government's con- 
sideration a slate of firm recommendations that would represent the broad con- 
sensus of the great assembly representing the wide cross sections of the pop- 
ulation comprising the consultation. 


The aftermoon's session went many minutes past the six o'clock deadline and 
featured calls from business associations, the trade union movement, an ac~ 
counting body, women's organisations, and individual contributors for thor- 
ough reform of the personal and company tax structure. 


Failure of the Parliament to permit inflationary accounting principles to be 
applied is forcing many companies, including life insurance companies, tO pay 
taxes on losses, that is. illusory profits," in the words of Mr. Thomas 
Gatcliffe. 


Mr. Gatcliffe, a former Senator and a prominent business executive, referred 
several times to the points made earlier by Senator Vernon Glean, a spokesman 
of the Labour Congress who had made a stirring call for tax reform to ease 
the burden on workers. He said he agreed with Mr. Glean, for business was in 
the same sort of straits. 


Miss Margaret Brown, of the Women's Institute, on behalf of her organisation 
and other women's bodies, joined the call for tax reform, declaring that be- 
tween inflation and the high rate of "punitive" taxation on personal incomes 
workers were about as badly off as they were ten years ago. 
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Dr. Ralph Henry, of the Labour Congress, added his voice to the insistent 
plea but mentioned that tax reform must be on a basis of sound information 
about profits, wages, salaries, and incomes of everybody, not just one sector 
of the population.” Workers are always coming from behind," he said. 


The Institute of Chartered Accountants of Trinidad and Tabago declared that 
using historical costs (the actual price paid for machinery, equipment and so 
on) instead of inflationary cost of replacement of the items was leading com- 
panies to declare profits that were simply not there. 


At the same time, the Institute complained, the rate of interest for the money 
business was compelled to borrow was crippling the chance of those companies 
realising funds with which to make new investment; it was also shutting off 
new investors from coming along. 


The formula to use, the spokesman said, is to "reduce the punishment a man 
receives when he earns the extra dollar" but call on him to pay indirect 
taxes, such as sales taxes on his consumption. 
The ICATT view was that there should be a separate specific consultation to 
study in depth the subject of suitable tax reform alone to wipe out the risk 
of attempting to carry out needed tax reform by piecemeal methods. 

Team Leaders 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 24 Mar 82 p l 
[Text] Prime Minister George Chambers yesterday named seven persons, each as 
convener of a separate team drawn from the National Consultation on Produc- 


tivity, to study specific areas of the constulation's business. They are: 


Dr. Neaves Beckles, convener, Role of Management. Mr. Demas of Cipriani La- 
bour College, convener, quality of the Labour Force and training, etc. 


Mr. Lennox Prescod convener, effects of the Tax Regime on Work Attitudes, etc. 


Dr. Selwyn Ryan, convener, Production Losses due to the Utilities, etc. 


“ %~, 





Mr. Gordon Draper--convener, Condition of Capital Stock, etc. 
Mr. Charles John, convener, Productivity in Agriculture. 
Miss Lorna Rigsby-~-convener, Culture and Productivity. 

April, May Action Targets 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 25 Mar 82 p l 
[Article by Ramdath Jagessar] 


[Text] The seven working groups appointed by the National Consultation on 
Productivity have been given to the end of April to finalise their reports 
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on various aspects of productivity, after which the consultation will resume 
for a two-day session in the middle of May. 


Prime Minister and consultation chairman, Mr. George Chambers, made this an- 
nouncement at the end of yesterday's talks, which concluded a three-day exer- 
cise that generated a wealth of ideas on the subject of improving productivity. 


But Mr. Chambers warmed that it was not enough to resume in May, take deci- 
sions, hand them to the Prime Minister and ask him to see about them. “I am 
not falling into that trap at all,” he declared. 


"The matter of productivity is not only a matter which concems everybody in 
this room. It concems every citizen of Trinidad and Tobago. We must commit 
ourselves to making this country more productive and this cannot we done by 
legislation," he added. 


Mr. Chambers urged that productivity had to be talked about, written about and 
hammered to the extent that in the long rum a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago 
must feel ashamed if he was accused of being unproductive. 


The Prime Minister confessed that he was pleased with the quality of the doc- 
uments, the contributions and the co-operation showed. He was particularly 
impressed with the sense of unity and the obvious commitment generated. 


But he sounded a note of caution in pointing out that the participants would 
be fooling themselves if they left the meeting believing that they had come 
to grips with productivity or declining productivity. 


"What we have done over the last three days is merely taken the first few 
tentative steps," he observed. 


Members of the seven committees which will make final reports on their areas 
of interest have been promised help with administrative and secretarial ser- 
vices by the Government. 


Daily Summary 


Mr. Chambers felt that it would be sufficient to ask the groups to put in 

five weeks of work and come up with their conclusions by the end of April. He 
also said that the convention should aim at resuming in the middle of May when, 
perhaps two days would be needed to deal with the reports and recommendations. 


He himself has accumulated besides the several dozen papers a comprehensive 
summary of each day's activities prepared by members of the convention's sec~ 
retariat. In fact, Mr. Chambers insisted that he have his completed summary 
at the end of each day before he left the Chaguaramas Convention Centre, so 
that he could study them before going into the next day's talks. 


During the three days of the convention, which ran from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 
p.m. and from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. without official breaks several dozen people 
presented papers and opinions, as much as 30 a day. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CHAMBERS FOCUSES ON CARICOM, TIES WITH BARBADOS, JAMAICA 


London THE CARIBBEAN & WEST INDIES CHRONICLE in English No 1566, Feb/Mar 82 


p 13 


[Article by David Renwick] 


Text ] 


It seems safe to say that relations at the 
political level between the new People’s 
National Movement (PNM) Government, 
which has now taken office in Port-of-Spain 
and the Governments of the Eastern Caribbean 
— and, indeed, CARICOM as a whole — will 
be conducted with more obvious enthusiasm in 
the years ahead. 

One has to differentiate the political from 
the technical or administrative; it should be 
stressed that even though the late Dr Williams 
personally became lukewarm towards many of 
his fellow leaders in the region towards the end 
of his life and refused to attend any head of 
Government meetings either in Trinidad or 
elsewhere, Trinidad and Tobago never reneged 
on any of its CARICOM responsibilities in 
trade, education, financial co-operation or 
otherwise. 

It was not Trinidad and Tobago that barred 
anybody else’s goods from its home market in 
violation of the Treaty of Chaguaramas; it was 
a Government headed by Dr Williams that 
increased its economic aid to the region and 
introduced the most generous deferred pay- 
ment scheme for its oil-importing neighbours 
to be found anywhere. 

New Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister 
George Chambers has already hinted broadly 
that he would be prepared to attend a Heads of 
Government meeting and it is almost certain 
that one will be held in the first half of 1982, 
probably even in Port-of-Spain, since the 
Government there is most able to afford it 

One of the first questions Mr Chambers was 
asked after the swearing-in of his new Cabinet 
was his attitude towards CARICOM and he 
made it clear that any initiative from the 
Secretariat in Georgetown would be sympath- 
etically received by Trinidad and Tobago. 
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It is ture that the nomenclature of the new 
ministerial line-up does not include the title 
‘Minister of CARICOM Affairs” but this 
portfolio was created by Dr Williams in mid 
1979 primarily as a vehicle through which his 
financial whizz kid, Mervyn de Souza, could 
dispense economic assistance through the 
Caribbean Aid Council. 

Mr Chambers abolished it shortly after he 
was confirmed as political leader of the PNM 
in May and transferred all CARICOM 
responsibilities back to the Ministry of Exter- 
nal Affairs, which is best equipped to handle 
them. Tiiat Ministry is now headed by a new 
man brought in through the Senate, Dr Basil 
Ince, formerly acting head of the Institute of 
International Affairs at UWI, St Augustine. 

Dr Ince will have as one of his primary tasks 
the pursuit of the PNM election manifesto 
pledges to continue the fostering of a Caribbean 
identity through the promotion of co-operation 
among Caribbean people’’ and to provide 
“support and assistance for the Caribbean 
people within the limits of Trinidad and 
Tobago’s available resources on terms that 
maintau: their dignity.” 

Some early fence-mending between Trinidad 
and Tobago «id Jamaica is going to have to be 
undertaken, wih the initiative probably having 
to come from Jamaica. Eddie Seaga and the 
Jamaica Labour Party (JLP) were never 
particular favounttes of the PNM and it was no 
secret that Dr Williams would have preferred 
Michael Manleys’ People’s National Party 
(PNP) to win last October's election; Williams’ 
intervention with the IMF on Manleys’ behalf 
shortly before the election gave an obvious 
clue to his thinking. 

However, Prime Minister Seaga and his 
Government are both a fact of life in Jamaican 














politics but the rapprochement has not been 
made easier by a remark critical of Trinidad 
and Tobago that Seaga is said to have made at 
the Commonwealth Prime Ministers Con- 
ference in Melbourne, which has been relayed 
to Chambers. 

The new Government in Port-of-Spain will 
be able to move more easily to firm-up co- 
operation with the Eastern Caribbean ter- 
ritories, including Guyana, whose President, 
Mr Forbes Burnham, has always made a point 
of making complimentary remarks in public 
about the late Dr Williams and Trinidad and 
Tobago in general (whatever he may have 
thought privately). 

Grenada will be the sole odd-island-out 
here, since Mr Chambers, a staunch believer 
in democracy, is unlikely to want to be seen 
being too warmly disposed towards a Govern- 
ment has not yet held elections or brought to 
trial detainees. 

It should be noted, however, that there has 
never been any break at the diplomatic level 
between Port-of-Spain and St Georges and, 
indeed, it is Piarco airport that is now used by 
Grenada Ministers on their trips abroad since 
Prime Minister Adams withheld VIP facilities 
following last year’s sharp exchange of words 
between Barbados and Bishop. 

The bilateral approach to CARICOM 
development that Williams invented to circum- 
vent the need to have to attend multilateral 
CARICOM gatherings will continue in areas 
where it is already established but it is unlikely 
that any dramatic new intiatives will be 
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undertaken such as the three which materialised 
in quick succession in 1979. 

The Trinidad and Tobago/ Barbados agree- 
ment has been the most successful of the lot, 
probably because both sides were aware of 
exactly what areas of co-operation could 
produce best results. 

Most aspects of that agreement have come 
to some sort of fruition, such as: 

@ The joint cargo carrier, CARICARGO. 
@ The joint cement plant located in Barbados. 
@ Increased bilateral trade, with Barbados 
buying more oil, asphalt and other products 
from Trinidad and the latter taking more 
Barbadian food and garments. 

@ A special position in the Trinidad market 
for Barbados insurance companies. 

@ Closer co-operation in defence matters 
between the two countries, with Trinidad and 
Tobago Army Officers providing special 
training for the Barbados defence force. 

@ A preferred position in the Trinidad 
market for capital-raising by Barbados, with 
the floating of a TT $48 million load. 

In a more general context, the new Trinidad 
and Tobago Government is expected to give 
what help it can to the nascent Organisation of 
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) and to 
accept without much demur proposals from 
the Group of Experts which favour Eastem 
Caribbean development when the long-released 
findings of that study come before the 
Common Market Council of Ministers meeting 
shortly and, thereafter, before the Heads of 
Government Conference. 























COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


EDITORIAL QUESTIONS EFFECTIVENESS OF ST LUCIA POLITICANS 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 19 Mar 82 p 8 


[Editorial] 


[Text ] ST. LUCIA expects to hold a 
general election on May 3 to fill her 
17-member Parliament from among 
three existing political parties. 
The election is crucial in many 
senses. 

It must provide leadership to 
begin the imperative and long 
search for genuine economic pros- 
perity. It must end the unseemly 
and debilitating struggle among 
the parties. 

he .prospects for this are not 


a 

he Left led by Mr. George 
Odlum’s PLP, the supposed Centre 
led by Mr. Michael Pilgrim, and the 
supposed Right led by Mr. John 
Compton are said to be stubbornly 
rey any kind of coalition inspite 
of the likelihood that nobody will 
get anywhere near a strong 
working majority. 

The country, whatever may be 
said, cannot afford any such 
catastrophe. 

St. Lucia is a mini-State of 
about 135,000. 

It is one of the absurdities 
catapulted into independence with- 
out any safety net whatever and 
the island seems destined to 
subsist on extremely sensitive 
yesources, it appears. 


KINGSIZE 


Much of St. Lucia’s potential 
has been frittered away in the 
Odium-Louisy quarrel over the 
Prime Ministership and a destruc- 
tive hurricane; the island has been 
getting little help from a dwindling 
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tourist trade because of the creep- 
ing global recession and (for very 
mucin the same reason) a tiny 
coilection of light industries. 

What the country evidently 
needs besides heavy investment 
now, grziated that she can hustle 
up any k.ad of matching resources, 
is dedicated leadership instead of 
the kingsize egos now thirsting for 
power. 

Obviously, politicians never like 
to think of having to play second 
fiddle Sut then the time for mere 
politicians in St. Lucia is long past. 

What the country needs are pat- 
riots and statesmen: persons will- 
ing and able to sink their Fob 
differences and desires in favour of 
adopting causes and usin 
resources in collaboration wit 
others for the lasting development 
of the country. 

The continuing plight of St. 
Lucia and the rest of the LDCs is 
evidence of the folly of dismember- 
ing the West Indies Federation: 
the antics of Mr. Odlum and Mr. 
Louisy, the seizure of government 
in Grenada, the uneasy situation of 
Dominica, the recent near-coup in 
St. Vincent, the fragile existence of 
Anguilla, the baffling stance of 
Barbuda, all these have been made 
nag through the failure of the 

est Indies people to act together 
for ennobling and practical 
reasons. 

Within a few days Foreign 
Ministers of the region will be 
meeting in Belize, whose own inde- 
pendence is an artificial device con- 














CSO: 


3025/228 


cocted by the British in the face of 
Guatemala’s intransigence over 
the country’s right to exist. 


The miserable fate that can 
overtake all these mini-States of 
the region is not something that 
anyone of us can or should contem- 
plate with equanimity or indiffer- 
ence, and St. Lucia had better be 
aware of that. 


If St. Lucia is to benefit to any 
significant extent under President 
Reagan’s Caribbean Basin Initia- 
tive, surely it must be in the area 
of investment. But the prerequi- 
sites for investment particularly 
at a time when the American 
economy is in recession, must be a 
friendly and stable political cli- 
mate and a willingness among the 
population to work with foreigners: 

The recent goings-on in St. Lucia 
and the ideological persuasion of 
some of its protagonists are not 
the kind of ingredients that make 
for peace, confidence and optimism. 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


DOMINICA'S PRIME MINISTER CHARLES PRAISED IN EDITORIAL 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 20 Mar 82 p 8 
[Editorial] 


[Text] Miss Eugenia Charles, the Prime Minister of Dominica, the first Car- 
ibbean woman to head a regional Government, ends her two-day visit to our 
country today. It is our hope that she has been able to achieve the objec 
tives of her visit and that she wouldbe inspired to continue her impressive 
administration of her small country. 


Her name has become a household word in this country because her frank, hon- 
est, courageous and principled conduct in office has displayed for all to 
see the potential for good Government which we believe lies in West Indian 
leadership. 


She came to power in the'wake of considerable upheaval in her country's pol- 
itics and she herself has weathered a devastating storm and its consequences, 
least two determined attempts to oust her Government by a coup d' etat, and, 
of course the desperate struggle to keep her hard-hit island economically 
afloat. 


Her response to the situation she faces has been to rely upon the good sense 
of her people, to announce firmly what she intends to do, how and with what, 
and this has been a fruitful policy so far. 


Now her country is possibly a target in any developing cold war in the Car- 
ibbean, being sparsely populated and poorly equipped to deal with armed 
incursion. 


Vulnerable 


Prime Minister Charles has had to disband her country's small army because 
of disaffection and this has rendered her little island even more vulnerable. 
We are moved by Dominica's plight and we expect that our Government would be 
as sympathetic and as responsive to Miss Charles's appeals as it could pos~ 
sibly be, not only in terms of the assistance her Government requires to re~ 
suscitate the island's battered agriculture but also in the need to develop 
some kind of regional deterrent or common military agreement for protecting 
the sovereignty of island nations in the region. 
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The question of securing our boundaries has certainly become an urgent matter 
for island nations in the West Indies and we expect that this subject would 
receive the fullest possible attention at the forthcoming meeting of Heads 

of Government of the Comnonwealth Caribbean. 


Miss Charles has welcomed President Reagan's Caribbean Basin Initiative and 
we can only hope that the urgent needs of this part of the "basin" would be 
fully recognised by those responsible for coordinating and dispensing its 
benefits, instead of being ignored for the conflicts in Central America. 


If the strategy of President Reagan's proposals is to stop the further devel- 
Opment of "little Cubas" in the Hemisphere then, with a Marxist Government in 
Grenada this area of the "basin" should present itself as critical as any 
other to the CBI administrators. 


it is, of course, premature, to try to guess what should be done for Dominica 
but it is hoped that the Belize meeting will develop a regional response to 
the CBI as well as lay the foundation for a Heads of Government meeting later. 


Miss Charles's visit here must certainly provide here with an insight about 
what she can reasonably hope to obtain in the way of critical support and we 
expect that she will go back to her country buoyed up for her duties. 


We do not know whether Mr. Maurice Bishop's illegal Government of Grenada will 
be represented at the Belize meeting. 


However, Miss Charles's condemation of that unconstitutional regime is on 
record and she, being a person of undoubted integrity, will certainly not ex- 


punge it, especially if its existence will tend to assist other Govermmments 
in making up their minds about Grenada. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


LUSINCHL'S DEFEAT IN 1983 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION FORESEEN 
Caracas RESUMEN in Spanish 21 Mar 82 p 40 
[Commentary by 'Opticus': "Lusinchi Will Lose"] 


[Text] Biting, trenchant and sarcastic, with a smile on his lips and a dagger 
in his right hand, our ambassador to UNESCO has taken advantage of his brief 
stay in the country to publicize from the television screen and the front page 
of the newspapers his views regarding the next elections which will serve to 
insure the succession in the presidential seat. Making a show of his knowledge 
of national politics, Alfredo Tarre Murzi thinks that the time has come to 
voice his personal doubts about the ability of the AD [Democratic Action] 
candidate to perform the difficult task of running the nation during the 5 
years of the next presidential term; or, to put it more bluntly, Sanin states 
that Lusinchi is, right now, insuring Democratic Action's defeat in the 1983 
elections. 


On what basis does the self-assured Sanin disqualify the AD candidate? Well, 
the belief that he lacks the ability to take charge of the highest office in 
the nation. Lusinchi, "a sexagenarian like me," lacks administrative experi- 
ence, which is serious because that inexperience means that he is incompetent 
to deal with the national problems, "the problem of unemployment, the problem 
of agrarian reform or the problem of the agrarian structures, the problem of 
bank reform, the problem of monetarism and the problem concerning Reagan and 
the Atlantic policy." 


In view of this situation, Sanin, still with a smile on his lips and a dagger 
in his hand, tells us that Lusinchi "must demonstrate in the election campaign 
that the administrative problem, the fiscal problem, the economic problen, 

the oil problem, the public services problem and the crime problem are prob- 
lems with which he is familiar;" because Venezuela "has reached a degree of 
institutional maturity such that one cannot now tell a common man, a student, 
a worker, a farmer or a woman who works or who attends the university to vote 
for Lusinchi or 'blow with Jaime'." Sanin thinks that the Venezuelan people, 
"from the highest-ranking business owners and oligarchs to the humblest person 


on the street" cannot be lied to with deceptive slogans. 











With subtle irony, Sanin draws the killing cape together slightly, raises the 
rapier and sets out for the kill: "Well, let Mr Lusinchi Say what his ideas 
are and, at best, if he is eloquent, I might even possibly vote for him; but 
he must convince me, because I shall also listen to Dr Caldera. And I think 
that this is the dilemma that is essentially posed in this country at present, 
the fact that people will obviously be listening for 2 years to these two men 
who belong to two different generations, and two different political concepts, 
but that in any event the next president of the republic will emerge therefrom; 
and that is why is is necessary, from now on, to challenge both of them to 
express their ideas, their knowledge and their experience for heading the 
State," 


Such were the statements made by our ambassador to UNESCO, Alfredo Tarre Murzi, 
and the penetrating political commentator Sanin: two persons merged in the 
Same personality, not contrary but merged in one and the same image. And the 
ambassador and the commentator are agreed on a conclusion which has begun to 
keep the staff of Democratic Action awake. Tragic conclusion: Lusinchi is not 
familiar with the nation's problems; Lusinchi lacks competence; Lusinchi will 
lose. 


2909 
CSO: 3010/1201 


116 

















COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


VILLALBA SEEN AS URD CANDIDATE IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
Caracas EL NAC7ONAL in Spanish 17 Mar 82 Sec D p 3 
[Article by J.E.B.: "URD Does Not Preclude Villalba Candidacy" ] 


[Text] Senator Simon Antoni Pavan explained that URD [Democratic Republican 
Union] has not precluded the possibility of launching Jovito Villalba's 
candidacy for the 1983 elections, but that in any event the launching of a 
nomination of its own or its integration into a united bloc will be decided 
by the Presidential Congress. 


The URD secretary general was queried concerning the announced alliance between 
URD and Democratic Action [AD|, on the occasion of a dinner at the residence 

of Armando Baralt, attended by Jaime Lusinchi and former President Carlos 
Andres Perez, representing AD, and Jovito Villalba and Simon Antoni Pavan, 
representing URD. 


"The fact is that you reporters are highly imaginative. There is nothing 
regarding agreements between URD and AD; it was simply a social meeting at 
which we leaders of both parties met." 


Anticipating the questions, Antoni Pavan said that the occasion was propitious 
for an exchange of ideas in the political realm, and general topics. However, 
he confirmed the fact that both sides reached agreement on matters concerning 
the oil and fiscal situation and the country's social problems. 


In order to dispel any speculation, the URD senator stressed that, before 

the meeting with the AD leaders, he and his fellow party member, Ramon Tenorio 
Sifontes, had discussed the same points with the COPEI [Social Christian Party] 
leaders Godofredo Gonzalez and Eduardo Fernandez. He remarked: "We in URD 
consider dialog and an exchange of ideas with other political forces fundamen- 
tal for solving the nation's problems. We consider this the soundest means of 
unifying desires and solving problems of great magnitude which are attacking 
national events." 


We reminded him that, a little over a month ago, the URD political secretary, 
Senator Angel Brito Villarroel, stated that the possibility of an electoral 
alliance with AD for 1983 had not been precluded; "what is indeed clear is 
that we shall not make the mistake of backing COPEI again." 
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Antoni Pavan r_.orted by saying: "URD will resolve its electoral problems at 
the Presidential Congress at the end of the year. We have not precluded the 
possibility of a candidacy of our own, wherein the founding leader, Jovito 
Villalba, would have the first option; or integration into an (electoral) 
alliance bloc with a previously devised program platform." 


He did not dwell at length on its proposals, and his specific response was that, 
in the event of an alliance, it would be incumbent on the URD Presidential 
Congress to decide on the terms. 


"If an agreement should be made with AD, how will URD explain to the electorate 
its previous commitment to COPEI and Luis Herrera Campins?" 


He replied: "The candidacy of Luis Herrera Campins was obviously based on three 
provisions: 1. It was a national candidacy which guaranteed a government marked 
by breadth, dialog and consultation with all the political forces; 2. a govern- 
ment to cope with the growing alienation; 3. the commitment to rearrange the 
national spending and the country's economic structures. To any objective 
observer, those commitments have not been kept, 3 years since the initiation 

of this government." 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


MONTES DE OCA'S RESIGNATION WELCOMED, PERFORMANCE CRITICIZED 
Caracas RESUMEN in Spanish 14 Mar 82 p 6 


[Text] 1f the ceremony held in Valencia to launch the candidacy of the former min- 
ister of interior relations had been announced as the celebration of his departure 
from that ministry, 100 times more people would have attended. Instead of having 
the pretentious and ostentatious atmosphere of the nouveau riche--women in elegant 
evening clothes, the glitter of the most expensive brands of whisky on the tables-- 
the popular masses would nave attended. Montes de Oca's departure from the top 
position that his friend in La Casona gave him is truly something to celebrate. 

It would have been ideal if he had left much earlier and better still if he had 
never held the position. However, this must not rob anyone of the satisfaction of 
seeing that Pepi's reign in the MRI [Ministry of Interior Relations] has finally 
come to an end. 


It should be recognized that the job is difficult and requires qualities, faculties 
and abilities that are not given to the belated resigner. Due to its delicate na- 
ture, the position demands a profound sense of impartiality and disinterest and 
those virtues do not go with the personality of the former minister. To a certain 
degree, his actions have been the antithesis of what the position demands for pro- 
per functioning. This is aggravated by his personifying a corrupting keynote. If 
we look carefully at the meaning of the term corruption, we will note that it is 
not limited to the punishable act of taking what does not belong to one. Montes de 
Oca's corruption consists of politicizing--for his own benefit or, perhaps, for his 
Own political career--a position that must be exercised with absolute impartiality. 
The mark of the resigning minister was his peremptory attitude toward his position 
which is a serious moral problem when it is order itself, the safeguard of order, 
which is entrusted to him. 


Pepi made the ministry his personal agency for advancement. On many occasions, 
this led to a position where everything was sacrificed to benefit the person in- 
volved. There are ample examples. Everyone remembers what happened when a judge 
issued an arrest warrant for Luis Teofilo Nunez. When the MRI learned that the 
police were ordered to arrest him, a timely telephone call from Pepi saved the per- 
son wanted by the court, thus ridiculing the minister of justice and the PTJ [Judi- 
cial Technical Police]. 


The departure of Minister of Justice Andueza is closely tied to that telephone 
call from this former minister, a gambler who is not adverse to playing both sides. 
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the way the files of professional journalists were handled left DISIP [Directorate 
of Intelligence and Prevention Services] in the worst position. Is it acceptable 
for the minister in charge of order to mistreat the police this way? If Minister 
Andueza's departure was the result of Pepi's manipulations, so was the departure 

of the PTJ director, Sosa Chacin. His position toward the governors of the differ- 
ent states is no less questionable. From the very beginning, Pepi developed a 
policy of proselytism toward them, dictated by an obsessive desire for power which 
made him link every step he took with his presidential ambitions. Those ambitions 
ended by blinding him to the point of making him a factor of discord within his 

Own party. 


However legitimate the aspirations of any Venezuelan are to become president of the 
nation, it is clear to everyone that Montes de Oca went beyond the limits of legi- 
timacy. He converted the ministry into a personal trampoline and carried out a 
vicious slander campaign against Rafael Caldera, thus introducing division into his 
Own party. The time will come when a careful Judgment of Montes de Oca's tenure 

in the MRI can be made. However, at the time of Seeing him leave his position, it 
Sultices to note these basic facts that portray the political figure of the former 
--fortunately--minister. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


PETKOFF CRITICIZES COPEI'S FOREIGN POLICY IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 17 Mar 82 p D-6 
[Article by Leopoldo Linares: "COPEI Government Isolated by C. American Policy"] 


[Text] Deputy Teodoro Petkoff, president and presidential aspirant of the MAS 
[Movement for Socialism], harshly criticized the Venezuelan Government's policy in 
Central America and the Caribbean. The MAS leader stated that that policy has led 
to Venezuela's isolation since it only agrees with the administration of President 
Ronald Reagan. 


Pointing out an example of that policy, Petkoff stated that no one in Venezuela 
Outside of the government endorses the Duarte solution for El Salvador. He added 
that the entire country, especially the AD [Democratic Action],has openly rejected 
that dangerous COPEI policy. 


The MAS aspirant continued: "We repeat our complete and profound disagreement with 
Luis Herrera's policy on El Salvador. Once more we call for reflection--if this 

is possible and if there is any common sense left in those who direct the foreign 
policy of COPEI--on the serious deterioration of the international relations of the 
country since the intervention in El Salvador. We accept President Lopez-Portillo's 
proposal which advocates the search for a negotiated political solution in that 
Central American nation, including recognition of the Revolutionary Democratic Front 
as a fighting force, under the terms of the French-Mexican communique issued a few 
months ago." 


Referring to Nicaragua, Petkoff noted: 


"In Nicaragua Reagan is repeating almost the same stupid U.S. policy as Eisenhower 
did with Cuba. Our solidarity lies with a policy to create international support 
to help Nicaragua avoid the dilemma which the two superpowers subject the smaller 
countries to and to help Nicaragua advance along its revolutionary road, carrying 
out the changes that it feels are appropriate. The price for its revolutionary 
existence must not be confiscation of that process by the Soviet Union or U.S. in- 
tervention and liquidation of the revolutionary process in that country." 


Situation in the Caribbean 


Teodoro Petkoff began by pointing out that "the Salvadoran elections" permit an 
evaluation of the painful situation in Central America and the interventionist 
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policy of the COPEI government in Venezuela. He added that that area is one of 

the hot spots in the world since a group of small countries that for years suffered 
exploitation, backwardness and dictatorships have now produced a crop of movements 
of liberation and social change. 


In Petkoff's opinion, the situation is complicated by the actions of a U.S. Govern- 
ment that aas returned to an interventionist policy and a paranoid attitude toward 
the Soviet Union. The MAS leader said: 


"These struggles are interwoven in the Caribbean: Reagan's interventionist policy; 
the attempts of the opposition (Soviet Union) to exploit the situation for its ow 
purposes and to try to confiscate the revolutions; Cuba's policy; the political 
positions of the Socialist Internationale that has made the Social Democrat sector 
an active participant in the region; and, finally, the Christian Democrat policy. 
This has chosen the far right in the Central American political spectrum and has 
Selected the Venezuelan Government as spokesman of the Reagan administration and 
an active reactionary agent in the region." 


Then Petkoff explained to the journalists that that position of the Venezuelan Gov- 
ernment has led to its total isolation nationally and internationally. He said 
that all the Social Democrat governments in Europe disagree with "the electoral so- 
lution imposed in El Salvador in the middle of the civil war." The Christian Demo- 
cracy in Belgium and Italy also have strong reserves about the appropriateness of 
that electoral solution at the present time. The United Nations has requested sus- 
pension of the electoral process and, in the United States, influential sectors of 
congress and the majority of the people advocate a negotiated political solution. 


Petkoff said: "Right here in Venezuela, no one outside of the government endorses 
the Duarte solution. Only three COPEI leaders go to observe that ineffable Salva- 
doran electoral process. The entire country, especially the AD, has expressed its 
rejection of this dangerous COPEI policy." 


During the press conference, Teodoro Petkoff repeated that MAS advocates a nego- 
tiated political solution to end the state of civil war in El Salvador. In the 
case of Nicaragua, MAS thinks that it must be helped "to crystallize a revolution- 
ary process freely and without alignment." The MAS supports the nonaggression pact 
between the United States and Nicaragua proposed by Mexican President Jose Lopez- 
Portillo. 


finally, Petkoff asked for suspension of U.S. shipments of arms and advisers to El 
Salvador and normalization of diplomatic relations between Cuba and Venezuela since, 
in his opinion, this would help "significantly alleviate tensions in the Caribbean." 


Petkoff ended by requesting vigorous action by all the political forces to seek a 
change in the foreign policy of the present government and avoid pressures like 
the Cuban airplane case. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


GAR LEAVES NEW ALTERNATIVE MOVEMENT 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 17 Mar 82 Sec D p 15 


[Text] According to statements made by leaders Rafael Iribarren, Maritza 
Hulett and Hector Guariman, the Revolutionary Action Group (GAR) decided to 
break off definitively from the New Alternative movement at the last meeting 
of its National Political Command. 


They explained that this decision was based on two reasons: "That of the 
perversion and negation of the original notion of a great convergence of the 
left and of the country, which inspired our position to give an impetus to 
the establishment of the New Alternative; and the decisive role which those 
who have seized upon it, and who are now directing it from the Political 
Action Bloc (BAP) have been playing in rarefying the atmosphere within the 
left against unity and to prevent the holding of primaries." 


They declared: "Despite the battles which we waged within it, and our demands 
to Jose Vicente Rangel to curb this process, the New Alternative has become a 
mere official cover for the new party formed by Garcia Ponce y Martin, the 
Political Action Bloc, which we refuse to join, because we do not observe in 
it a consistent politico-ideological base of Support that could lend it 
permanence." 


They then criticized positions hampering unity, through statements to the 
news media contradicting the positions upheld by the National Left Coordinat- 
ing Group,resulting in "such a break in unity that it would allow for forcing 
the entire left into narrow straits, with a prearranged system of two options 
for 1983 candidacies, blocking the possibility of holding the primaries." 


They claim: "The GAR does not propose to participate in any policy opposed to 
the holding of the primaries, which to us are the path toward unity in a 
program and a candidate. We are continuing to strive for unity within the 
Coordinating Group, and opposing anti-unity activities. The possibility of 
not holding the primaries which we have advocated would create a new situa- 
tion that would force us to revise our entire electoral policy for 1983, with 
special consideration of the factors that brought about the break in unity." 
2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


ADMINISTRATIVE CORRUPTION LAW BECOMES CONTROVERSIAL 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 17 Mar 82 Sec D p 2 


{Article by Alba Sanchez: "Controversy Over Reforms to Law for Preservation 
of the Public Patrimony" ] 


[Text] Serious differences have arisen between the members of the Chamber of 
Deputies and those of the Senate Chamber, irrespective of party membership, 
over the contents and reforms of the bill on preservation of the public patri- 
mony, also known as the Law Against Administrative Corruption. 


This bill was prepared by a drafting committee comprised of Deputies Gustavo 
Tarre Briceno (COPEI [Social Christian Party]), Henry Ramos (AD [Democratic 
Action]), German Lairet (MAS [Movement for Socialism]) and Alfredo Vethen- 
court (COPEL), among others, and was approved in first and second discussions 
by the Lower Chamber in plenary session. 


The approved bill was sent to the Senate Chamber which, in turn, assigned it 
to a special committee for study chaired by Senator Pedro Paris Montesinos. 
Following a series of consultations with both the Office of the Comptroller 
General of the Republic and the Auditor's Office, among other agencies, the 
special Senate committee is now preparing to send the revised bill to the 
Upper Chamber for its second discussion. 


Prominent among the reforms that were made to it are the elimination of the 
Safeguards Court and the creation of a special jurisdiction to raise to the 
level of judges of the first instance in penal affairs (which hereafter would 
also be called judges for the preservation of patrimony) crimes against the 
public patrimony committed by officials of lesser rank. A special jurisdic- 
tion is also created on the superior court level to take cognizance of crimes 
committed by high-ranking officials such as ministers, ambassadors, congress- 
men, governors, magistrates, etc. 


Apparently, and although the senators are of the opinion that they have never 
touched the essence of the bill, they held the view that the bill prepared by 
the deputies is flawed with "excessive zeal" aspiring to "angelic" men and 
women, and has penalties such that no one in the country would want to be a 
public official because they would be punished for even slight indiscretions. 
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The senators believe that extremes must not be reached; that administrative 
corruption must be prosecuted, but with great care. 


This situation has caused uneasiness among the deputies, especially those who 
drafted the bill, who think that their original bill was "ruined" in the 
Senate, particularly by the changes made in the area of procedure and by the 
elimination of the Safeguards Court. They believe that the reforms are of 
such a nature that the law of which the Senate will be apprised is a different 
one from that sent them by the Chamber of Deputies. 


The bill revised in the Senate must return to the Chamber of Deputies after 
its approval in a second discussion in the Upper Chamber. It is anticipated 
that, on that occasion, the "uproar" will break out, since there is complete 
agreement among the members of the drafting committee, members of different 
political camps, that the bill which they submitted was impaired. 


This controversy could postpone still longer the approval of this legal 
instrument which is so necessary in the battle against administrative corrup- 
tion, because the new reforms made to it in the Lower Chamber will have to be 
observed again by the Senate, and so on. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


POSTPONEMENT OF HERRERA-COPEI DIALOGUES CRITICIZED 


Caracas RESUMEN in Spanish 14 Mar 82 p 11 
[Commentary by TIC] 


[Text] To further the national disorientation that weighs on the country, the pre- 
Sident of the republic refused, for the second time, to hold the regular weekly 
meeting with the leaders of COPEI [Social Christian Party]. This meeting usually 
took place at the president's residence, La Casona. 


On Tuesday, 23 February, the president decided to skip the meeting on the advice 

of an old friend who pointed out the advantage of avoiding new verbal clashes with 
the COPEI leaders. Hopefully, the winds would change and the situation caused by 
the difference of opinion between the president and the party leaders on the Valen- 
cla events (Miguel Bello and company) would improve. On Tuesday, 2 March, the 
meeting was again canceled. Official information alluded to the president's com- 
mitments for the date and time that the meeting was usually held. This sounded 
more like a pretext than a reason. 


It is obvious that the president-party dialogue is practically over. This is one 
more Step in the visible isolation of Luis Herrera because of his insistent and 
persistent attempt to govern without listening to anyone else. The lack of commu- 
nication with the opposition is now joined by lack of communication with the gOV- 
ernment party itself. This is reminiscent of the arrogant phrase of one of the 
last kings of France: "I am the state." 


Are we about to hear a riew version of the French Louis' phrase from the mouth of 
the Venezuelan Luis? Everything seems to point to this. 


The president, in "vox populi," appears to be more and more inclined to monologue 
than dialogue. If this has reached the extreme of refusing to dialogue with the 

leaders of his own party, what can the rest expect? Venezuela is going to become 
a nation inhabited by 16 million listeners. Period! 
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